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CANADA’S GOODLY HERITAGE.*

A TRANKSGIVING SerRMoN, BY Rev. F. H. MaruinG.

Psahni xvi 6.--¢“ The lines are fallen unto me in pleasant places: yea, J have 3 goodly heritage.”

We are met.ta-day in the house of God, not merely as individuals, or as fami-
lies, or as a Christian congregation for their ordinary worship,—but as Cana-
dians, and at the invitation of the Representative of our Sovereign, to give spe-
cial thanks to the Giver of all good for the mercies He has hestowed upon our
nation, and so upon ourselves as members of it.

There have been peculiar favours bestowed on us during this year, which de-
mand such a public and united acknowledgment. But great and important as
these are, it were very wrong to limit our thoughts and our thanks to them. Ra-
ther let us, on this day of National Thanksgiving, take a wider survey of all God’s
goodness to us as a people, so manifold and free, that we may rightly appreciate
our favoured condition, and give God “‘ the glory due unto His name.”

The words of David, which we bave chosen as our text, are not merely, ““ I
dwell in pleasant places, I have a goodly land " but ““ The lines have fallen unto
me,” &c, ‘I have a goodly heritage.” The first expression evidently refers to
the original partition of the land of Canaan by lot—¢ the whole disposing of
which was from the Lord”—among the twelve tribes of the children of Israel,
{Joshua xviii: 10, Numb. xxvi: 53,) when every tribe, every family, and every
man, had the bounds of their habitations appointed to them by Divine decree,
without any choice of their own. There is not so visible an interposition in our
affairs at this day, but whether we may have been Lorn iu this land, or brought
hither in our dependent years, or came from the pressure of necessity, or from
our own freest choice, the universal Provid:anee of God has had the determining
part in the matter, and we are here becanse God willed it so.

“There’s a divinity that shapes our ends, rough-hew them how we will.”
“ The Most High divides unto the nations their inheritance, He divides the bounds

*Thiy sermom was preached at the Un'ted Thanksriving Se vice in Bon i Street Conzregational Church,
Torouto, on Thursday moruns, 1ith November, 1872, R is pubhish d at the request of 2 number of
those who hizardt, at whose expense this issue 15 enlargel £w the purpirse. A separate cdition has also
been published by the “ Caristian Literature Com mitte2 ™ of the Bsnd Streat Church.




