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tho arrnngemont.  The followinyg selcetions from it speak for

vhemselves. Read them, and the budding of the twu (o-called)
revenue vessely v Clevelund needs no further cCoOINNILNTATY t—

The naval furce to be wnintnined upon the Americnn lukes
by His Majesty nml the Government of the United Swtes
shall henceturth be conflued w tho following vessels on each
side, thut iy—

On Lake Catarin, to one vessel, not exceelding one hun-
dred tons burden, und armed with one eighteen-pound cannon,

On the upper lakes, o two vessels, not exceeding like bur-
den eacl, and armed with like force.

On the waters of Liuke Chumplain, to one vessel not exceed-
ing like burden, and aemed with Jike furce.

All other armed vessels on those lakes shall be forthwith
dismantled and no other vessels of war shall be there butt or
armed. .

T¢ either porty should be hereafter desirous of annulling
this stipulation, aud should give notice to that effect to the
other purty, it shall cease to be binding after the expiration
of six months from the date,of such notice,

The nuval foree so to be bnnted shall be restricted to such
service ng will in no respect interfere with the proper duties
of tho armed vessels of the uther party.

THEY'RE LOOKING TO WASHINGTON.

The Laurier Govermiftent wse gentlemen of diseernment,
Their trade policy 13 & wost ingenioug piece of work. Thewr
tariff is a masterpicce of wondrous beauty, and displays
statesmanlike reasoning and logical sequence in its construc:
tion. Their careful attentivu to provision for Wil pussible
contingencies is really remarkable.

Perhinps the best instance of rensoning in the tariff is tho
provision for government action in the case of trusts. In
making this provision the astute framers of the tanff
undoubtedly displayed correct economic knowledge. ‘The
free trade policy of the QGovernment nay be read as we run,
And the student of economics is, of course, aware that only
under free trade can a trust flourish.

Sir Wilfrid Laurier is, at this wnting, in the city of
Washington, the capitul of the United States of America.
Can this be the man who has scarce Leen long enough from
England to get the dui of London out of lus ears?  Can thus
be the same Sic Wilfrid who next to Her Majesty the Queen,
we are told, wus the central figure of the greatest celebration
that the world has ever knowa? Or is it rather the Laurier
who on the 7ch of April, 1892, stovd on the dlver of the
H use of Commons, at Owtawa, aud told his fellow legislators
that he looked ultimutely to see Cannda an independent
nation? as the tine come, and is Sir Wilfuud about to
make his intentivng known? We were told that Sn Wiltrid
Luwriec's mission to Washington was in connection with the
Belring Sea sealing question. What do we find? The
Toronto Evening Tolegram’s clever Oitawa correspoudent is
in Washington, keeping ‘s sharp eye on Sir Wilfrtd and Sir
Louis Davies. Listen to these extracts from s pen :—

Unlesy facts seriously misrepresent the chavacter of hig
visit heve, the Canadian Premier’s chief oijuct is nov the
consideration of the seal question. Alveady the eapertsn
the Belicing Sea conference have hield three sessiuns, Sir
Wilfiid Laurier has attended none of these.  He learps
something of the commission's doings thruugh Sir Luuis
Davies, a vegular attendant at tho conferences, that 1s a
mattor of a short consultation Leuween the two in Sir
Wilfrid's apartinents at the Shoreham. With this S
Wilfrid Laurier's coancction with the seal questivn seems to

stop.  Two hour's talk widi Seuetary of State Sucrman
)l'ﬂ.«l‘(]ll.y afteruoun and o lul.‘._: comversativn with welbera
of tho United States Cubinet at the State dinner jnst night
was 10t conlined to the quest ons of seals in Behiring Sea,

I suw S Wilfrid this morming.  Both he avud Sor Louis
Davis adintted that questions of concern to the United
States and Canndu would be infurmally wiked over during
the next few duys.

Now this is qaite u diferent stc  ‘rom that first cutlined
by the Canadiiv: Ministers.  Both t . Premier and Sir louis
Divies wers cuphiatic in their denial what rediprocivy would
farag o suabjece £ discussion. Tlheiv auswes way a decided
“No,” to a straight question. Ot course, it is now easy for
Premier Luuvier and Sir Louis Davies <o sny that they
happened across this ilea of walking rediprucity quite acei
dentally,  They can point out that suggestons wers made by
members of the United States Government for o friendly tatk
on reciprocity, ete, and they saw fit to £l in with such
plans, bhut it lunks cleater every day that Premier Laurier is
here mainly o consider the questwu of reciprocity, but con-
cludes to hide his intentiony, forseeing a pussilts fuilure in
ultimately negotiating a treaty.

Sir Wilfiid Lauricr’s plans tovk definite shape to-day when
arrangements were made for a conference between the two
Canadian Ministers and Mr. [Kasson. The lacter is a com-
missioner appointed by the McKinley \Administration, whose
duties congern Li wrranging of trade relations bevween the
United Siates and other cruatnies. At the meeting between
the Ciuadians and Mr. Kasson, the question of reciprocity
with Canada will be freely discussed.  Sir Louis Davies went
1o extra labor this mormng w show we that the discussion
iv to be absolutely iufurmal, a mere comparing of notes and
perbaps atrangements mode fur negotinung o tecaty,  The
latter, it may be said, will nut be cuusidered during this visit
of the Canadinn Ministers,

How does that sound? Discussion of trade relations the
real motive of our Premicer’s visit to Wushington, Swmall
wonder that in England he discouraged at every turn the
proffer of preferential trade with the MotherJand,  His idea
of our destiny i3 that we shalt be no longer o colony of the
British Ewpire, but a nation responsible to none but our-
selves.  Under these civcwmmstances it is but natural to
expeet that Sir Wilfrid would rather curry favor with the
other occupants of this continent than accept any bonds that
would unite us closer with the Mother-land.  Free trade is,
of course, to be ultimately a concomitant of “ Canads—a
nation,” and there is wheve Mr. Laurier’s little statute for the
regulation of trast will come in handy. Just follow that
through und you have the evident line of the Liberal Minis-
try’s reasening.

Protection so stimulates domestic competition that
inventions are multiplied, and the cost of production is
reduced to a minimum.  Uuder these circmmstances no trust
can succeed if it has for its object to maintain prices above a
normal profic.  The moment a combine undertukes to hoist
the price of its product above the cumpetitive price, that
monment its downfall cames in sight.  No more satisfactory
proof of tns uced be adduced than the failure of the Ameri-
can wire nail trust, which undertook to muke excessive profits
and was forthwith driven to the wall Ly dowmestic competi-
tion. Tun the face of tlis, and with the added fact that Si-
Wilfrid is discassing tracde matters at Washington, there
sunddy can be no daabtin the mind of any reader that the
Literal Goverument Liaee in stwre for us propositions of u free
irade natare The swoner they disnbure their minds of
any such idea the swuuer thy uecessity of painful correction
at the hauds of tho cummon-scase mujurity of the electors of
Canada will have beea rewoved.



