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stitution by the active interest taken in its affairs by
wealthy atizens i< as well known and as fully recog-
mzed m the States ac in other countries. The ob
jeetion urged againd our branch bank svstem, that it
creates a banking monopely. excites only a smile. it
1c &0 fanciful. The fact is that, over competition in
banking i< a scrious evil in Canada, an cvil which has
been developed by and under the extension of branch
bunks.  The peaple of Canada prefer strong branch
Fanks ta
WEAK 1OCAL ONES,

salely beecause they dis.ern and appreciate the more
cfficient <ervices, more reliable security, and greater
permancence of a solid financial institution. endorsed
by men of wealth, and controlled by an eminently
<hilled, long experienced, and theroughly practical
General Manager.  We have confidence in our banks
for business reasons only,  The * hereditary ansto-
eracy " idea, as a basis of public credit, never eater-
cd the mind of any person in the Dominion.  Can-
adians generally have more intelligent ideas on hank-
ingr than thosce entertained by the peaple of any other
country, thanks chicfly to the financial Press. which
for many vears has svstematically indoctrinated then
with sound principles. and periodically supplicd them
with ample materials for forming a correct judgment
1egarding the current affairs of the banks,  When the
people of the United States hecome intelligenthy ac-
quainted with basking principics, banking metheds,
banking expericnces : when they have learmt the true
objects of banking. and know the best way to secure
such obiccts, o as to render them promotive of the
general interests of the whole community, they will
adopt the hrmnch bank svatem.
value as a financial training school, which their sys-
tem is wholly without, hence so many failures from
Fankers in the States having hiad no practical experi-
uce in the business  Having experimentally realized
the advantages of a sound banking system they will
then pay “the banking iraternity ™ the respect due
ta all whoe are engaged in a highly responsible and
lenorable calling. upon the right discharge of the
duties of which largely depends the financial as well
as the secial well-being of all classes oithe commu-
ity

They will see its

THE PROVINCIAL ELECTIONS.

It is difficult o nrke any commuents on the recent
clectinng in this Provinee from a non-partizan staml-
aint. evpeciallv when those defeated are naturally
Yy sensitive I thar sores, and the victors equally
so by the excitement of victory, To hoth pasties the

tesult e as great surprise, for, although, as waanl,

b2l were contident of winning. neitte ha ? the Toast
antiapatiens of securing more than a working major-
. The campaign is recoguized on all hands to have
been one of the quictest on record. The issues were
of 0o business 2 nature 10 produce excitement.  “That
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they failed even to arouse general interest is shown
by the remarkable smallness of the votes polied on
both sides.  This indifference of the electors is always
favarable to the party making the attach on the exist-
g Government, whe, acting under the stimulus of
nope are usually more active, maore in earnest, than
the party of defence.  Although the only relevant
ruestion before the cletors related to the financial ad-
ministration of the Provinee. having no political sig-
rificance, in the ordinary sense in which politics are
viewed, there were questions raised which have been,
amd vet are, exciting the most intense excitement in
political circles.  The Toronto Globe Bven admits
that. “ the Manitoba school settlement ™ was one issue
in the clections, and another it declares was. the ques-
tion of, “ freedom of elections as against clerical
domination.”  This view is shared by all French
journals which defend the school scttlement. and pro-
ict against go-called “clerical domination.”  Theix
1ubilations over the victory are openly inspircd by
thase sentimesits. They pronounce the result of th:
clections to have “sodded over the grave of the
achoct auestion, never 1o be disturbed,” and to have
* given a wider freedom to the electorate than thev
cver Lave enjoved in this Provinee.”  Standing asi le.
az we do, from both camps. we are unable, to under
stand wLai connection the Manitoba school questing
tad with the question as to the merits or the demerits
«i the Flyan administration, which acither directly nor
indirectly. had made any reference 10 this vexed dis-
jute.
on ontside issues. for. when fecling is mnning high
in a constituency the prevailing passion is apt to find
expression in the ballot box, imto which answers are
dropped 1o questions that had not heen asked. and
which those answers will not decide. 1§ then the
Flynn governmoant was overwhelmed by the school
settlement wave, it may fairly complain of bemg a
niost fnmmocent victim of popular sentinient it had done
nothing 1o antagonize. Although holding no briei
foor ts defence we cannot close onr exves to the fact
tiat under the late administration. and as a direct
wesalt of dts financial management. the credit of this
Province had been restored 1o a sound condition. in-

Elections are however now and again decided

deed maised higher than ever before. Such i change
in the judgment of business men is regarded as o
* fimancial reform ™ of the first magnitede. We find
it impassible to reconcile such a reform having been
cifected as consistent with the assertion that the Gov-
crnment was defeated beeause it failed 10 effect finan-
cial reforms. Another explanation of their ovathrow
is. the " demand for improvement in the cducational
ssstem of Quebee” 1 is on record that. the defeated
Premier's educational policy was approved by his
successiul opponent. There was no contest at all
ever this question, it probably did not affect any oote,
We are thus thrown back upon the theory relating to
ihe Manitoba school settlement, and the ireedom of
clection from clerical interference. The clectorate




