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“lp 1 FORGET THEE, O JERUSALEM! LET MY RIGHT HAND FORGET HER CUNNING.’——— PSALM 137, ic.
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‘% CORRESPONDENCE.
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“ Christian Fellowship.
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—

Protestant Insttution,”” Wallace, the
sGeorge Harper, A. M., our Missionary
solly stationed there, dehvered a Discourse
the Seotch Church, on Saturday, the 12th
rJat; being the occasion of the Aamver-
o the Association.  We are glad 10 be
10 present our readers with the foliowing
o2 of his seemon, whieh Mr. H, has kindly
ashed, a1 ouc request, for the pages of the
dly Record.”” It was tuunded on

e is Charity.”
pteacher commenced by observing that
dhapier from which these verses were tahen
[wags been admired, no less tor the gran-
38 dignity of ns style, than for the
wéand elevated strain of 1ts senluncnts,
jall will admit to be truly noble and God-
0n reading 1t, the dullest and most pro-
iiod cannot avoid catclung some portion
athusiasm of ns mspired and highly
dinthor. Theflow of 1tslanguage 18 rich
facefu] 1n the extreme o o word could be
fisplace, nor could auother be substitu-
without marring, 1n some degree, the har-
# that pervades it. 1t has been well ob-
“that there is not to be found 1n any
% ancient or modern, a passage of equal
atalltobe compared with 1t. Bot qua.
yosck as these embrace only its outward
s, which taste and learmng may dwell
With admiration  Its woward charms
it superior 10 any of these, for it is its
excellence that it descnihes real things.
% ideal sketch, this thirteenth of the
Mins—no imaginary picture, bnt a
wmd and truthful representauon ot the
M fechngs of the advanced Chrsuan,
 whoso soul is habiwally under the 10-
eof God's spint.  Such were St. Paul
John, and many others who have at-
i%e Godlike height of Chanty here so
y descnibed by one who was a hiving
tion of 1ts truth.
iwould now endeavor briefly to explain
& Inithe first place, 1t would be remem-
that, at the ume when St. Pavl wrote
, miraculous gifts prevailed in the

Christian Churca ; and men naturally prefer-
red the more disunguished 10 the more useful
gitts The Apustle exhoried them to ** covet
earnestly the best gifis ;" and he goes on 1o
tell them that there was something ore ex-

{ e request of the Members of the ccilent than all the gifts after which they aspi-

red.  "T'he preacher next, after detinmg the
seriptural naturo of fanh and hope, proceeded
to speak of chanty, remarking that 1t was
wrong to suppuse it as here used, to be hmted
to giving to the puor. This was only one of
s many mamfestations 1t here meaus love—
love 1n its highest degree, including love w0
God and love towan. Faith, bope and chany
arg abiding graces. Contrusted with miracu-
lous gifis which have long since departed, they

xir. 13- And now abideth Fanb.|alnde. ‘They are permanent graces, constitu-
po;Ebanity, these three; but the greatestiung the lughest ornament of Christians 1n

overy age. Moreover, Charity is grenter than
faith and hope—not because 1t can perform
their tunctions, but because 1t makes us ap.
proach the highest public standard of eacel-
lence , 1t makes us resemble Him whuse name
18 Love. This s the essence, the glory, the
perfection of God's character.  Faith and hope
cannot carry us beyond ourselves, but chanty
opens wide 118 arms to cmbrace manhind.—
All that 1s lovely or of good reporc n the
world may be traced to the nfluence of charny.
It was the charity of the guspel which brouain
down trom heaven the Son of God, that semt
forth the Apostles and animated the heans ot
the confessors and martyrs of old. It was the
charity of tho Gaspel, which fired with heroic
zeal the great vouls of Luther, Calvin and Kuox,
10 whom we are so much indebted for the en-
joyment of our Chnsuan pnvileges. It 15 the

chamty of tae Gospel wihich prompts the nst-|

tution of Bibleand Missionary societies, which
buile  hospitals, opens asylums, and devises
every species of association for the good of
man It is true men who can lay no claim
to this virtue do muchk good for the world
sometimes by their wealth and influence, but
sull 1t cannot bu denied that, n gencral and
for the most part, it s the charity of the Gos-
! which prompis to such hberal and plulan-
thropic deeds.

To understand aright the value of Christian-
ity us a principlo for associating mankind in the
bonds of lave and fellowship, we would do
well to conmider the state of the world before
Christ's audvent.  The Jewnsh nation, from
which he sprang, were all along most bigoted
and exclusive in their ideas,counting themselves

the pecubiar favontes of heaven, and despising
all other nations, whom they regarded as their
wferiors!  ‘The rest of the world were, in heir
own way, as bigoted as the Jews. They had
each their own national and deep rooied preju-
dices, which nothing but divine grace was
suffictent to counteract. The wise and good
amung them, as well heathens as Jews, felt,
under such circumstances, an intense longing
for the appearance of One, who should recon-
cile all these differences and contradictions, and
introduce a heavenly Kingdom, whereof all
men might become subjecis—a GRAND Associa-
10N of the famihes of the earth, of which, Jew
and Greek, barbanan and Secythian, bond and
free, might be quahfied asmembers. And now
this Assoctauon 18 gradually being formed
throughout the wide world. It1s the Church
of Chnst. Al local socienes and institutions,
based upon Chnisuan principles, are but famt
copies of ths preat and glonous Kingdom.
In propariion as they possess more or less of
11s spirt they will be useful and prosperous.—
The preacher said he agreed with the re-
mark under the * general declaration’’ of the
Society that such fellowships are, under cer-
tain circumstances, both ** natural and proper.”
At lcast, he for one could see no good reason
in the Bible, why such Associauons should not
be formed. Indeed he regasded 1t as one ot
the greatest cvils of the present day, and the
surest mndex of the low state of vital Chns-
uamty amongst us, that there was so ltle
practical union among protestants; that for
example, Churches which, upon the mamn
puints of faith agree, do not moure frequently
co-operate—are novmore closely athed in pract:-
cal fellouship.  Around us, there was 100 much
popery 1n the disguise of Protestanusm, and
heuce so Inttle of the genuine fruits of Chns-
uamty appearcd. But there was a spunt
abroad which would svon call on all such de-
ceptiuns to give an account of themseives; and
already their coflins were preparig and their
bunal-ground marked out.

Tn the ealy ages of the Church, how differ-
ent & spectacle presents iself! It was then
a proverbial observation of the heathen, ¢¢ Be-
hiold how these Chustians love one anothe;.”
But smince those days things have been very
mnuch changed. And here again he enurely
agreed with the language of the general de-
claration of the Institutton, which says—*t It
1s by division that the benevolent abjects of true

patniots’” {meaning thereby, as he undersiood



