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TUE RICIN VOUNG RULER.
10 .Marcla.

Les. Mark 10: 17-27. Gel. Toxt, M1%att. 6. 33.
Mcm. vs. 21, 22. Catcchisrrr Q. 12.

This tesson, was irn March, five or six weeks
before Christ's death,

Tire story 0f tire fev %veelzs betweon tihe last
lesson, theyraising of Lazarus at Bethanyv, and
this one wvas as foliows:

Tihe raising of Lazarus lrad 10(1 s0 many of tihe
Jows te bel ieve in Christ, that the rulers sougit,
te kilI him, see Johin il : 47-54; and Jesus could
flot remairi near Jeruisalern, se He w-cnt forth.
into tire bill country of F >hraim, some twonity
miles nortîr: thon te tire J ordair and acr-oss te
Perea, wvhere Re healod the ton lopers, spoko
the parables on prayer, took young chiLiren lin
Ris amnis and blessed therîr, soe Luke 17 . 12-18 -
17. Slrortly after folliews this lessori.

i. «What tire yeunrg rulor had done to -%vin
Eternal Lifo, vs. 17-20.

Vs. 18. " Why callest me good, there is nonre
gfood but One, that is God." Crist dees net

cri ythat He is good, for i-,e Iliinself is God, but
the yourrg man, bad addressed Hlm with merely
the cornmon titie of repert due te a teacher, anrd
wanted direction in tlire way of more good -%vor-ks,
in order tîr ho rniiglt tinoreby win Life; aird
Christ is trying te lead. hni away frein his self-
rihteousness te higlier ideas of what Eterrial
Lie is.

t is as if Christ would say, " Why de -vou,
thinkine of me as a marn, caîl mc geod. God alone
is good.

Thea ho answers thre question by quoting tire
commaudments, and 1 ie young nman thinks lire
bas kept thireu ail. Ris keeping -vas a nrerely
outwvard observance and net that of tire sermon
oui tihe rueunt. lie liad lived a good moral irfe,
but wvas stili unsatisfied.

II. What tihe youirg man would net do, vs.21-22.
Christ ieoked into bis ireart, and gave hlm a

test. Tbis wouid bc the surrender of ail te
Christ, and lire wouid net do it. Bis faith was
net stroirg enough te Give up ail at Christ's cern-
mand, or te ebey hm. iii ail tiirgs.

Vs. 2. Wlren Christ calis, tirose -%,.ho rejoot
are sad, the choice of tire *world doos rot; give
peace. Throse -%vho accept Hirn and oboy hrave
gladnoss ini their choice. Hoe would. alrvayg bo
wretehed as ho leokeai ar, Iis possessionrs,, for lire
wvould always rerneniber tire price lire had aid
for thom.

Christ hero teaches, net irat 'vo sbeuld noces-
sarily seli ail anrd give te tihe poor, in order te
have a tiLle in heavcrr, but, that if wevo wouid be
Ris, wo must sxrrcinder ireart, -%vil], possession,
hepes. aims, evorythirrg, te Him, te be hcid in
trust fromi Hum, and uscd accorling te Bis wvill.

111. The difficulty of entoning thegKingdom, vs.
24-27.

V. 23. Riches tonds te centre the heart upoxr
itself, anrd te drawv mon a'Ivay from God. ".
Christian man may lccoxne rici, but it is very
seidom that a maxi after ho gets ricli becomes a
Chrristianr." Anrd tihe Chrristian nran wvho is got-
ting rlih noeds te be doîrbly -%vatchful lest bis
ireart becoîne tee much set on Ris gainis.

But it îS net morely riches in itself, it is the
love of it, that lcceps one from Christ.* A peer
manr may have bris h eart as mucli sot upon tire
world as a rich mani, bence the oxpiarration of:-

V. 24. It is the tr t"in riches tirat Izceps
the her-t frein trust iii Clrnist. IL is impo.ss bic
fer hotui ricires anrd Chrnist to have the supreme
eace, anrd honce tire figure of :

V. 25. The camel was the largest animal that
they know, anrd the oye of tihe ireedie a very
sinall role, and the prov'urb was a fitting one ta
describe an imrpossible thirîg.

V. 27. God lias ail poNver. Ifo can -%vcan the
heart froni theo worldl anrd draw it te ilimsclf.

Lii.sso.,s.
1. The chic£ question of life is how we nray

have Life Eternarl.
5. To Chirist,%wc should 'corne with it, for Ile

oniy can airswver it.
3. Thoso -%ho roccive Christ must yield ail

cise te Minr.
4. Re who chooses tihe world ia always made

sad byàbis choice, -while tire choosirrg of Christ
niakes glad noe matter whalt the sacrifice.

ZACCREUS TUE PUBLICAN.
17 31awch.

Luke 19: 1-10. Gel. Text, Luke 19: 10.
Mcm. vs. 8.10. Catechismn Q. 13.

The end is drawing near. It is but a week
from the crucifixion. About a couple of morrths
before this, in ans%-. er to the eall of the sisters,
Jesus had corne from Perea, beyorrd Jordan, te
Bethany, near Jerusalerui, and rai8ed Lazarus,
anrd the ruiers, angry anrd jealous that se niany
helicved in Hlm, souglit te kili imi, and He
had gene away back te Perea, where he spent a
few w(veeks heaiirg and teaching.

The Passover Nvas nowv dratýviiig irear, and He
started again for Jerusalim, te iay down H-is
li fe, for bu t two or thrcc days after Ris coming
Ho ,%vas crnciified.

He crosscd the Jordan, and came te Jericho
the cirief city of tire Jordan Valley, iying abouL
six miles wvest of the Jordan and twenty miles
N. E. of .Ierusalein, and tirere took place the
story of the less-on. ,Jerichio ivas a commîrercial
centre and the residence of the chief publican or
tax gatherer.

Tlie Roman Government coliected taxes from
the subject corintries as follows. They sold the
taxes of a distict to the higbest bidder. Hie in
turil sold the taxes of parts of the districts te
etlbers,% lho coliccted thei frorn tire people, ivho
wvere prac. ically at his xnercy. Tîrose PuLlicans
were uxsuaiiy J ews, an d were dotested by tIhe
Jews fer gatberinrg taxes frein their own country-
meni for a Foreign power.

Zaccheus wvished te sec Jesus. It was not a
more idle curiosity. Rc was a Jowv, fanriliar
with their hopes, and living at Jonchei near
whcre Johin preachied, anrd where Jestis wvas
baptized, hie had ne donbt followcd with interest
the movenrents of the p ast tvro or three year.
Ile -%vas Niiiir te inake himself ridiculous by
runin ahiea'anid ciiimbing. Thc threng drcw
near. The Saviour -who always wcleorned a
sceking seul ieoked up: "' Corne down Zacclieus,
I arn geing te stay at; your lbeuse to-nighit."

Joyfully hoe camne down and reccived Christ,
net only into bis home, but into lis heart, and
tIreproof of the latter was at once fort hconrizxg
ini the premise that hoe wouid give hiaif bis goods,
perhaps lie ineant hiaif his irîcome, to the poor
and restere fourfold te any frei whorn hoe iad
cxtorted tee much taxes.

Thero was a general mnurmur of disappreval at
is geing to stay %vit h a Publican, but Zacclx~us

heeded net the mur-murs. Tire Savieur blessed
him and his homne and ho was happy.

LEssoNs.
1. 'When any one reaiiy wishes te meet the

Savieur, ire is sure te find Hlm, for the Savior
is more anxieus te find tihe sinner than the
sinner can bo te find bini.

MARCH


