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ENCOURAGING THIE PEOPLE.
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JOSHUA MHE HIGH PRIEST.

i3olden Text, Hleb. 4:14.
Catechisin, Q. 6.

Lesson Haggai 2:1-9. Golden Text, Ps. 1271: 1. ILesson Zech 3 - 1-10.
Memory vs. 8, 9. - Catechisin, Q. 4, 5. Mcmory vs. 7, 8.

Remember the lessons for this quarter arc,
God's people after the exile. The time is from,
the returni, 536 B.C. to about 400 B.C., a littie
more t1m.ii a cuntury. The governors of Jerusaleni
are Zerubbahel, E7ra, Nehenilaili. The prophets
are llaggai, Zechariah, M.alachi.

The history of this lessýon is found in Ezra 4;
rond it carefully.

The building of the temple, as we saw in
last lesson, miade jealous the strangers who had
corne into the land, and they wanted tu join iii
the wvork. No, you are not Jlews, 'vas the reply.
This aîînoycd thein and they worried the Jews
and misreprcesented them as the Persian court.
sec Ezra 4, untdl a surcessor of Cyrus ordered
the work to be stopped. Fif 1een years passed.
The people are poor anad discouraged. ilThe proý
phets, Uaggal and Zechariah, are sent; urging
them to begin anew. Permission is obtaiined
froin the king, Darius Bystaspes, and tic worlc
agord ofeheer. Thtrsn eso sHga'
agadio ben. Tepeetlso sHga

1. The departed glory of the old temple, vs. J -3.
Z. The Lord's presence stili with then vs, il5.
3. The conîing glory of the ncew temple, vs. 09.
1. Vs. 1-3. Just 16 years af ter rebuilding the

altàr and restoriàg the sacrifice. Residue-His
imessae wvas Ux the rulers, priesti3, and aIl the

ôeole. See it now-Wlhat a change I How lil
ofdiscou ragment. They were not aliowcd to
goon with even the poormean ouildingtiîatthey
had staïrted. Ail seems dark. The propixCs
opcning words are f ull of tymupathy.

IL Vs. 4, 5. .Bc s1rong-O ruter. O pricst, O
people, and work. Fear not ali that can bc
agaxnst, you, for .1 a7n, iitli :you. Mhis -.q the
strength of God's people in every age In trouffle.
trial, tenmfation, dang~er ivant bercavemen t.,

sicnesdeth 1amn wih yoa. Covenanted-
Nearly a t.housand years belore.when. lie brogli t
theni on t of .Egypt, Mie had, made them, promises.
They liad forsaken .Ilini, and Hie liad allowved
their enemies to chasten slîem, sore, but Hee bad
mot forsaken theni. Blis covenants and agree-
ments staxnd fast. Fcar yc not.

lII. Vs. 0-9. Sailli tlie .ora-This is Uic
authority for thle tcaching of the Scripturc. WIVÎZ
.shcikc-Natiotis wcre tu bc ovcrturnied, but it
would ail bc but preparatory to Uic bringing lu
of His own, kingJdom. Destr-Christ, the Savior.
AUl nations-,Notýî mcrely the Jews. FI this
liouse-Tais temple that seemied s0 poor was to
knoîv a glory of wvhich they did not dream.
Silver-The Lord did not; nced gold and silver to
*ivclis hîome glory. le had abundance of that ;

ahl is 1-is. Greatcr-Though so poor in their
eye-s, this house would have P. glory grreater than
the old for it sli ould sec the Christ. GÙivc e ac-
Wheni Christ came the angels sang their song of
peace on earth. Nouglit cisec au give peace to,
the troublt:d hecart.

1. Satan will -ilwavs stir Up some kind of ov-
position to those whao are trying to do God s
iworL.

2. God Is always with those who are doing Ilis
-worhk.

3. We necd ncver tear wvhen God is with us.
We are strong ln HM. ino oeo hrh.L Thecief glory of a ,nnorhmr hr,
.8 0 .e wca;tbI, but its having Christ.

There are twelvc mca by"the naine ut Zech.
ariahi in Jewishi history. Thbis one, the grcafiest
of tlîeîn, was probably born in Babyloaa,and came
to .Terusaleni witlî the first ban1f if returnling
exiles. HoJ bL'gan to propbl'cy about fifteen
yeurs a! 1er the returni, and continuec. for two,
years. acting iii concert wvith the prophet llaggai.

Hie ses a series of eight visions, picturîng
Isriel's pas;t, present, and future. This lesson
v; the fourîli of the series, and slievs Israel sin-
ninig, Israel cicanscd, Isracl receiving ber
i'Iessialî.

1. The filthy garments, vs 1-3.
2. The dlean garanents. vs. 4 7.
2 The coming Messiali, vs. 8 10.
I. Vs. 1-3. ITe-i.c. the augel that talkcd with

the prophiet, who was doubtîca-s the anigel o! the
Covenaiit, Jehovab God. Joslîua-Tbe hi h
priest (SeocEzra 2 :2 ; 4: 3; Haggai 2 - .) i
Iaigh priest lie represents in this vision the ivhole
people. Satan-Representing the pecopie wbo
wvcre opposing Israel in thieir temple building, as
wciI as picturing hlm, wvho at ail times is the
lgreat accuser ot Gods eople. Sc Gcn. 3: 1
.ob 1 8 ;Matt.4 : 1; 1 P'et. 5 :8, 9 iRev. 12 :v,

10. i1hgarencn1s-Rcpresenting sin nd, la

pointing out as a reason wvby JslaIre
should not receive mercy. How likeis the pic
turc in Job, of Satan appearing as the accus?£ of
that good man. Rebu&-c tlîce-God's thongbts
are not those o! accusation, but z3! mcrcy and
love.

IL Vs. 4-7. Take aiay-How like to the
story o! the Prodigal Son, fult of comfort ho those
difscouragcd people. F air .3litre-Like the ring
of the prodigal. Thus by this vivid p'icture o f
Joshua their high priest c]cansed and forgiven
and honored, God teaches through Zcchariah,
w hat he will do for Israel.

III. Vs. 8-10. 0 JosltiucL-Still personifying
Jsrae]. Not only will .11e cleanse and receive
thcmi once more as Gocl's people, but lie will
bring to thcm t.heir long 100kcd tor Messiali
l'le Jirancli-See Is. il : 1. Amid aIl their
p)resL-nt distree and trouble thcy were to liold
fast thec hope of that comiîîg deliverer and king
o! wlaointhieir psalmists an dprophiets lad -)ften
Sung.

This is a picture of wvhat l2 conitiltiallY 90oi1l'
on1.

1. Satan stili the accuser of the Christian.
poiîîting out bis inconsistencies.

2. Christ reb)ukzes the accuser and forgivcs thc
penitent. How often Hie did that %when o1,
cartb Give instances.

3. tsthou discouragcd on account zif :lîY
-%veakness aud sin? Christ looks kindlY 0-'
the penlitent.

-1. nie takes ttway the guilt of sixi by l1is-
pardoning mercy.

- fl taics awaï' the uncleauness of sin by
hlis renewing grace.

-Come unto me alt ye that are heavil Y It.dcn
a~nd I will give you rest. "

.Hlm that cometh, unto 1 will -n uu 03
cnst olut,"
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