
ings exactly *a mniniature of the old birds. On the floor it struggled
about helplessly, but when put near the windowv curtain it would climnb
quite rapidly with outspread and fluttering wings. The parent birds on
returning and finding the nest fallen and the family scattered did flot
make as much commotion as most, other birds would do under
lkp circumistances. Such accidents are said to be a matter of common
occurrence wi'.h '.hem, especially in rainy wea'.her when the water trick--
ling down softcns the gumn ihich holds the nest to the wall. 1 replaced
the third nestling in the cbimney, anid af'.er lie had crept up a littie dis-
tance, one of the old ones came down and, putting its head under the

angle of the outs'.retched Nving of the uie one, helped it up to the
ledge ab ove, on which the nest hiad formerly stood, and where ail
three seen)ed now miucb more comifortable than when crowded together

in the ncst.
I hiad hoped that after the fail of the nest the young would

remaiin belowv where, havimg a better view of thiem, 1 should be able 10

see the process of feeding more plainly. On the contrary, -I saw but
uie of themi fromi this out, as îhey were continually mnoving
from, place îo place and only one mirror could be broughît '. bear on
tlîem. TI'hey Soo11 greW so larg'e as to be almos. undistinguishable froni
the parents, thouglî they did no'. ycî altenipt fliih in the outer air
On the i-Ith and i 5 tlî of August, however, 1 noticed theni mounting on
the wving toiard the top of tlic flue and then setîling dowNv again. I'cr-
hiaps this is their usual manner of learning to fly. lJnable as they are
to risc fromi a flat surface, a first lesson iii the openi air, which would

I)robably result in a fall to the ground, might prove disastrous, or even
fatal, 10 themn.

About this limie the nunîbers resorîing to tlic tower %vere rapidly
incrcasing again, sîo wing tha'. tie .nestin,, season wvas almost over. On
,lie 19111 of August I 'vas called awa-,y fromi lowni, and on iiîy rezurn at
the end of the mionîh my little visitors h-ad disappeared. Even nt. tht

rendezvous of thc lower only a fewv remained, and these soon iollowcd
the main arnîy 10 its viinter quarters.

Where do îhey go when thcy leave us ?
A poet tells u-, that wheri îhese norîhern shores become bleak, and

stormy :


