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ready with a word of counsel at the
right time. The memory of the last
years of bis life will ever be a lesson to
us of patient submission. And when
the last change carne he was as a sheaf
fully ripe and ready for the reaper.

THE BOUNDARY DISPUTE

The unhappy differences which have
existed between the United States and
Great Britain of late, and which at ore
tinie seernied very likely 10 prove
serious, is of to0 niomentous a charac-
ter to be ignored by us. A war
between these too nations would be
the greatest detriment to the cause of
Christianitv, Civilization, and Peace,
in comparision with which the nis-
understanding between Great Britain
and Venezuela is infinitesimal. WeT
are unwavering advocates of the spirit
of Peace, and of diplornacy or arbitra-
ti,)n in the settlement of ail disputes
between nations, but to endeavor to
enforce arbitration by a war whose
awfulness, and far reaching consequen-
ces for evil, would exceed that of ariy
other war of the cen iury, is a very differ-
ent mater-an act which we cannot t00
strongly condeniu. We fully believe
thé boundary in dispute beîween
British Guiana and Venezuela would
have been settled by diplomacy, and
without an appeal to arms, with-
out the interference of the United
Siates, and especially of the very ques-
tionable action t-aken by the President
and Congress in the mialter. We think
it wotild he wrong for England 10 wage
a war wiîli Venezuela over this bound-
ary question, and we îhink il ivculd be
an inconiparably greater crime for the
Ujnited Staies io wage a war against
Great Britian in this malter, even ifs/je
refuscd altogethier to arbitrate t/he dispute.

It miay be as weIl, perbaps, to dis-
sect-to analyze somnewhat this Munroe
Doctrine, which has played such a
proininent part in the dispute, and
'whici lias szemingly taken such a' il
o!f the, ai leasi, , ingo » elernent of
Amnerican people. As Canadians, who

have the earnest desire to live peacc-
ably with the Americans, and with al
men, and though British subjects, for
whîch we are truly thankful, we feel
that we are a part of ihis American
Continent, and are deeply interested in
ils progress and development, a/ong
the fines of peace and in t/he Sprtof
GChrist. We feel also that we are more
than Canadians-more even than a
part of this continent- we are ditiz-ens
of the wor/d. To ignore the great and
important truths of the bro//je.r/ood of
a/ i;mankiind. is coming far short of the
teachings of Christ. As a member
of a Religious Society which
bas been pre-eminent in ils advo-
cacy of the principles of Peace
and Love, we cannot do less than 10
cail all to this high ideal. In the light
of ihis broader view, as well as in the
light of peace. we ask you 10 examine
the princWle of tbis Munroe Doctrine,
as it is being now expounded. This
principle was asserted in 1823, when
Munroe was; President, and states in
substance that no European power
shall be henceforth permitted by the
United States bo conquer any fresh
portion of America.

In the lighit of îruth and of peace,
we take exception t0 such a doctrine,
principally for 100 reasons. In the
first place we believe it niay bc just
as wrong for an Anierican power as for
a European power to "conquer any
lresh portion of Anmerica'" Secondly,
we believe it wro-ag to enforce any
such doctrine by uwar.' If the United
States should say t0 the world, " so
far as it lies within our power, short of
an appeal 10 arms, no nation shall be
henceforth perniiîîed 10 conquer any
fresh portion of Arnerica," and would
show her faith in the principle, by
handing back ho Mexico ber Texas, we
fully believe every power would then
respect ber disinîerested advocacy of
peace and of the principle of arbitra-
lion. When the lighî of Divine Truth
and justice shall fill our hearîs, then
indeed will the Spirit of Peace Drevail.
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