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to be hete related, about the place
whence, according to their interpreta-
tion, tho brilliant whire 1e°s ascend, 1t
would beuscless to explan tothemt at
beneath the thin shadl of 1ock wouh
forms the sutface of the Olesran peain.
sula, there  lie extensive  lakes of
naphtha, fed perpetually by subters
rancan streams from the Caucasas, -
flanunable  cxtaltations fiom which,
having made their way to upper ur,
were 5et on fire by tecudent, and have
never since been extinguished.  In cecs
taia pisces, however, where the spriugs
below are small and shallow, you may
play with the dicty of the fire-wor~hip-
pers with impunity.  Of this the hune-
burners are tally awware, and by wav of
amusing or surpristng strangers, il
pluck a few threads from then colton
garments, and putting them on the ead
ot a long rake,and settunyg them on nre,
will hold them overa clutt 1 tne rock
through which they know by ex-
perienice that invisible eabatations -
cend.  Ta an instant, the zascs take tite,
and shoot up to a gieat huenehit 1 the
atmosphere.  The  tiaveller, peraaps,
imagines that these flames also, Lile
those he bcholds clsewhere in the
peninsula, will continue burning, but
ero his amuzement at their sudden sp-
pearance has ceased, they coilapse aud
vanish. Asa rule, theso vapors are in-
odorous; bu: thue is one hill, “ortue
r tely at some distance fiom the
villagze, which eaits o stench so unen-
durable, that travellers are constiainel
to hold thicir noses as they pass, which
suggests to the JMohamicdans the
substunce of many au oiwcn:ne joke
sgaiust the divinty of it Puriees,
who, sccording to them, isanj thmyg but
a desirable neighbor.

What perpledes them most, however,
is tho inimense number 0i monneriens
of remote antiquity extsting vuatl s les,
especially the tigures ot hons, aceom-
panied by fnzeriptivny i an wnLAnow:n
tongue. Though they themseties are
dweliers in Osesra, it 1y past thers come-
prehginsion that persons opulnt enma n
10 se¥ect thewr own  places ol avede,
should cven bave extablishied themzelves
in the’r fiery peninsuly, mimd sand and
fuller’s-carth, and ot ns of bluex
uind white naphtha, and stagsant poots.
tetid and noisome, and the crackiing ol
Hames, wnd Gre wharthing abors i f1st
and ashes by impetyous winds from the
woantams.  inlzct, it isby 20 ineaus
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one of the least curious phenomena of
this place, that it should be frequently
cxposed to tempests o violent that it s
matter of wonder they have not lonyg
azo swept all Baku into the sea. You
stand perhians on its battlements, en-
jovingabie suliness of the air, and ad.
mrine the glassy surface of the Cas.
pan, when suddenly a gust from the
Caucasus tills your barnoose, tears oit’
sout turban, aud lays your pronc upon
the cath, bashes up the waves into
winte  foam, dashes the ships in
the harbor azunst cach  other, and
plovghs np the sea sy astroght e as
rar as the eye can reach, ‘Then the
wads gather overhiead, and loweringy
themselves gradually fiom the peaks ol
the mount.ains, canopy the whole penin.
sula, while the loude-t thunder peals
smnong the 1ocks, aud lightuing so vivid
flashes from  cust to west, that t ¢
flames from the 1ocks are a3 hutle
notwed as those of a few furthing tepers
in tae noonday sun.  But the storms ot
I3:1ku are ol ~hott continuunge. Burst
ing unexpectedly, and ragmg with va-
examypled tury,” they clear away and
disappuar in like manner,  Somuthing
stmlar s observed ot Nice, wnere the
bese from the Maitume Alps chills the
wiole atmosphere ina few minutes, and
sends thuse home to put on thelr closhs
who came forth in the lizhtest attire to
cnjoy the ~unshine, and the prospect ot
the calm ~ca. In spite of the chaages
ot ats climate, Baku, with all the sue-
ronnding couatry, was 2 favorite tesi-
denee of the Mides, as well a- of theose
ficree conquerors hom dMacedouia who
subverted the Yersan - anarchy, and
Jelt so rnany Liaces ot ther ule over the
whole ot .\siy, Gom ti: nuyitis of the
Nile to the furthes’ «wutirs ot the Pau-
ab. At Baku, the chisdd o Greeee was
vuvty at woark, 2ol bad derr upou the
tace ot r0cks, an i the fweade of ru'ned
PLoLes, namotong ementoes o its
tlavat chavacier, figures of men en-
cazd M vannax  amuoscorenty acd
st 0 chter,. 1o the Lelievesrs :n
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