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CHRIST'S AGONY IN THE GAR- UGt instead of the death of the sinuer.

DEN But Clirist’s agony of soul was the real
. ot a offering for sin: “When thon shalt make
o -Marri 26T, 36TH-44TI his soul an offering for sin:” or, ag it is

The garden of Gethsemane is per- inthe margin: *When hiz soul shall
haps the spot on the whole earth round make an ofering for sin”  Chwrist’s soul
which the most solemu, and the most sa- could be an offering for sin only by his
cred, assoviations gather. Calvary is enduring the wrathof'God  And it was
tardly so awful-  With the cross weare in the garden particularly that we see
apt to associate nothing buc dewh, sult that wrath enduved. Tt was suffered
fering, ignominions dying  We see upon the eross. 1t wasit which prompt-
merely the body racked with pain, the ed or elicited she ery: « My God, ny
external signs of torture, the symbols of God, why hast thou forsaken me ?” But
Justice, or at least of authority ; the sta- we sce the struggle more in Gethsemane.
yes, or progress, of dissolution, and at We see the contest wmore there under
R last the solemn ensigns of death it~elf — the wrath of Gad.  ‘There are more ex-
b We do not see beyond these, except, ternal indicatious of it—more expressive

whea the heavens being darkened, and warks ot it—the crvies and tears and
8 the rocks rending, and the graves open- prayers; so wnch so, that we do not
g o, the ery was heard : % My God, my speak of Christ's pussion upon the cross,
& God, why hast thou forsaken wme ?"— although there washis pastion there. but
§ Mweanalyse, or study, the import of in the garden. One may well be afraid
B hat cry, we shall reach the same con- to tread within the garden—to disturb
B clusions that the garden of Guthsemane its awful precinets—to intrude upon the
B pintsto  But it appears to us there is mysterious suffercr—to listen to those
g nething still more awful, something- bursts of agony, and allempt to eatch
B dtill more significant, in the garden, in their meanmg—to give a language to

f xhat is called Christ’s passion there, in that sweat that breaks from every pore,
B e degree of ayony endured in Gethse- and in great drops of blood falls down to
R tane, or in the prolonged extent, at the ground. Bat here a lesson is 1o be
least, of that agony, than in all the suf- learned if any where : here there was a
§ ferings upon  the accursed tree. Un- meaning if ever therc was a meaning
j doubtedly, the climax of Christ's suffer- in any thing that was transacted on this
Ings was when he cried: “Elj, I3li,lamasa- carth: this was not an empty meaning-
B tachthani 27 That was, perhaps, the less event: novoice was heard but God’s
BBt exerutiating moment of Christ’s heve: this was the event for which all
- Sﬁﬂ'«;ﬁngs-while, undoubtedly, the previous events were transacted—for
death of Christ was the expiatory partof which the world was suffered to exist—
jiiswork. The shedding his blood was the key-stone of time ¢ this was the spot
$hodirect means of remission. It was on which centurics waited : it was God's
. tbe'symlmlical representation of the sin- great scene of action : this was the time
WCers desert, of the sinner’s punishment, and the scene of occurrences on which
°¢ panalty due tosin.It was the death of the world’s history wae suspended, and



