116

/

* THE YOUTH’S PRECEPTOR.

boforo 1778, ‘I'he riches of Peru have be-
-cume proverbial, and justly so.  The mines
of Potoci produce an c¢normous amount.
Taumps of pure gold and silver, called papas,
from their ressmblance to the potatoe, are
sometimes found in the sand.

+‘I'he poor likowiss occupy themselves in
Cavederos, or in washing tho sandsof the
rivors and rivulets, in ordor to find partticles
‘of the precious metals,

‘T'o compensate for the mines which are
rendered usoless by the irruption of water,
‘or other accidents, rich and new ones are
daily discovered. ‘They are all found in the
chains of maquntains, commonly in dry and
barren spots, and sometimesin” tho sides of
‘the quebredas, or astonishing precipilous
Ureaks in the ridges. However certain this
-zulo may be in Buenos Ayres, itis contra-
-dicted in that of Lima, where, at three
loagues distance from the Pacific Ocean, not
‘far from Tazna, in the province of Africa,
thero was discovered not many years apo
tho famous mine of l[uam_of'nya, 1n a sandy
plain at a distance from ‘the mountains, of
‘such oxuberant wealth that the purc metal
was cut out with a chisel.  From this mine
a largo specimen of virgin silver is presetved
in the royal cabinet of matural istory at
Madrid. it attracted o considerable popu.
Iation, although neither water nor the com-
non convemences for labor could tie foundt
on the spot, nor was there any pasturage for
the cattle.

The anuval-returns from the mines have
been geadually decreasing. The yearly re-
tarns from the mines of Ceno Pasco - once
reached the amoant of one million six hun-
dred and fifty thousand pounds, but the
annual produce is now not half that sum.
A government establishment receives and
stamps the silver before it is sent to Lima,
‘There it i3 coined and then returned, and on
its return is very often waylaid and plunder-
el by the bandit montoneros.

A wonderful country is Peru—a wonderful
Yeop!e are they who claim it for their own,

t scems to contain all the beauties and all
the terrors of the tworld, to inclose within
its mountains every climate, to afford the
most striking ard remarkable contrasts that
itis possible to imagine. Hero uprise tal!
grim _mountaing, capped with cleuds, hard,
cold fliuty, but diversified- by strips of ver-
dure, hot, barren, arid, but cooled by calm
delicious water; here a desert as blank as
the Sabara; thoro the most feriile country
i the world, where vines, and olives, and
sugar-cancs, and bananas, and all sorts of
tropical plants are flourishing; here a palm-
tree Leslowing its grateful shadow ; there a
heavy snov-drift and the thermometer be-
low freezing point ¢ here e stately palaces,
the handsome bridge. the decorated street,
the noble costume, the gay groups, the de-
lightful lite of Lima, the city of Pizarro;
aud there the wretched, miserable hovels of
ke toiling miners, who labor amid the noxi-
sus*vapars of unhealthy mines, and are yet
rt a halt-savage people.

Ty Stovp Teller,
A DAY'S PLEASURE.
. © Roast not thyself of to-morrow.”

- “Baw ] wish I could sleep for a. whole
week,” eaid Mary Iferberr, as she threw
down- ber books,and skipped about ‘the
300m. .

*-What is the matter, Mary 7 said ber
apnt, looking up, surprised.

.4 O, aunt Susan, 1 am so glad! mother
hias promised to take wo to Brookli-n. when
she goes to sce Mra, Bllison; and 1 shall
have n fino range in her large garden.  We
are to go noxt Thursday, if the weather is
fine, and I wish 1 coulid sleep away the time
till Thursday comes.”

* How can you express uch a foolish
wish, my child?? said her aunt, gravely;
“ would you bo willing to lose sa much pro-
cious time, mercly because you cannot ro-
strain yonr impaticnt desire of enjoyment 7%

¢ Well, the time will ccem so long ; Ishall
be constantly thinking of next ‘Lhursday,
and Iamsure I slmlfnox be able to study
my lersons properly until it is over.”?

‘¢ Had your mother suspected you of such
folly, Mary, she would scarcely have prom-
ised-you the pleasure, Sho designed 1t as a
reward for past good conduct ; but she cor-
tainly dul not suppose it would lead to inat-
tention and smpatience.”

“ But, aunt, 1 have so long wanted to visit
Mrs. Ellison’s daughters 3 they havo so many
pretiy toys and books, a fine garden; abun-
danze of fruit and flowers, a littlo pony, and a
great dog, our own llector, you know, whom
mother gave to Mrs, Ellison, when first o
moved to this crowded city.”

$ All very great atiractions, doubtless, my
dear Mary, but none worth the price yon
are willing to pay for them.”

“1 don’t understand you, ma’am,” said
the littlo girl, looking puzzled.

¢ Can you tell me how much time you
usually spend in study every week "

“ Let me see; geography, grammar, spell-
ing, arithmetic, and writing, ovcupy trom:
nine o’clock in the morning, until twelvc.'
every day; then there is one hour for
French and two for music ; that makes si.\"
bours cach day, and thirty-six hoursa week.”,|

“ What use do you make of the remainder
of your time, Mary 2"

“ Twice a week, I take a lesson in draw.
ing; and reading, sewing, (which I do so
hate,) watering and weeding my gavden,
playing with little Henry,and sleeping, take
up all the rest of the time.” .

“ Thirty-six hours of close attention to
your studies, will affoud you much iwpor-
tant information, Mary, besides aiding you in
the formation of diligent Labug, which willy
last you pr life. And the necdlework, which |
you so much dislike, is not only an essential
braunch of female knowledge, but will also
form a powerful auxiliary in your moral
cducation.”

“ Ilow ? aunt Susan,”

“ Whenever, my cbild, a sense of duty
compels you toforego vour inclinations and
coutrol your rebellious spirit, you have gam-
ed a victory over yourself, the results of
which will be seen in afterlife.  VWhen you
sit down to your sewing with reluctance, and
yetean so far subdue your feelings asto
wear a cheerful countenance, while you
persevere unt’l your task is finished, in spite
of temptations to neglect, you are exemplify:
ing,in a mauner, the saying of the wise
man, ¢ Better is ho that ruleth his spirit
than he that taketh a ety  Tho world is a
scene.of trial. Wo arc rarely enabled to
cxhibit talents and accomplishments, but we
are_daily called upon for the exercise of
patience, forbearance, obedicnce, and resig-
nation. The sooner, therefore, we acquire
such habits; the better for ourselves; and
whenever you put aside your own will, not
from a fear of punishment, but from a senss
of duty, youare strengthening your moral
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character, Your tune is now invaluabla,
Lecause you are not only improving your
mental, but alko your moral nature,  Habitg
are now to be formed which will ocearion a
lost year in tuture,  The cultivation of your
hieart i3 to ‘Lo now commenced.  Your afe
fectfons aro to be fostered, and your kindly
feclings properly dirceted.”

“lam sure, aunt Susan, it requires no
study to love ony’s friends; | have never
tric:t to love my parents, nor did 1 ever find
it a task to love you.” said Mary.

1 know that, my sweet child, your affee.
tionate temper disposes yon to look upon all
around you with regard 5 but sueh indis-
criminate tendevness,” though very lovely in
a little girl, would be a source of great sor-
row to vou in afterlife, it' not checked and
controlled. If your love was always to bo
bestowed as lavishly as now, you® iwwoull en.
couiter many a disappointment, and there.
fore even your best feelinas rcquiro daily,
almost houtly, training  Now, it you couﬁl
sacrifice so large a proportion of woral uad
mental culture, or, to use your own orde,
il" you could sleep for a week, would it not
be paving a great price for a day's pleasure?”

Mary liung her head, and made no reply,
though her counttnance betrayed her” con-
sciousness of crror:  She took ™ the earliest
opportunity to quit the room ; and, secretly
resolving to be doubly attentive to her duties
for the coming week, sat down to her tasks.
Bat, like many older and wiser people, littla
Mary found it easier to make good resolu.
tions, than to keep them. Ihe idea of future
enjoyment would intrule upon her ore
senious thouphts.  She found herselt imagin.
ing the limits of Mes, Ellison’s garden, when
she should have been defining the boundaries
of a State ; and counting tho hours which
must pass before the visit could be made,
instead of proving her arithmetical calcula-
tions. But she certainly tried 1o do her
best, and she succeeded Eetter than she bad
at first expected.

The long week was'at ledgth ended, and
Mary elapped ber hands, with delight, as
she cxclaimed, * To-morrow, mother, to-
morrow, we shall go to Brooklyu.”

Do not anticipate too much pleasure, my
<hild,” said her motber, * you may be dis-
appointed.”?

“ How ? mother!” exclaimed she, looking
very mnuch fiightened.

“ Why, it may rain to-morrow.”

“ Oh! no,Iam sureit will not rain, the
moon now shines as bright as day.”

* Very true, Mary, but do you not sce the
dim hazy circlo that surrounds the moon ?
weatherwise people consider that an infalli-
blo portent of rain.” :

“ Oh 1 Xam certain it will be a fine day
to-morrow; good night, mother ; I shail go to
bed early, to-night, s0 as to be up betimes
in tho morning”” So saying, the little girl
kissed her mother, and bounded up stairsto
her little chamber.

“ O Henry I” said she, asshe entered tha
nursery to kiss her little brother, * how
happy 1.shall be to-morrow ; I intend' to
have a fino rido eni tho pony,and’ a goo ;
race with our old Hector ; andI meantot
‘r‘:lcngy of peacbes and pears under the trees;

daresay wo shall have some to bring Lioms
to you, Henry. Ol!'I shall be so happy.”
The. Jittle fc{low- was scarce old- enough-to
enter into Alary’s trarsports, but the dog,
the horse, and the fruit scered to lum the
very perfection of joy, and he danced about
the room:with as much glee, as if he toe. ¢x+
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