
Fresh9gîe8 in the Pulpit.

It is the freshiness of Nature in the springtine thiat niakes lis
loug, to get away froin the city to- the green fields and. woods. It
is the freslbness of yoluth tlîat îîîakes thieir Compauy so genuiuiely
attractive. The most of lis would gladly exclhange the conven-
tionalities of ordinary society at any titue for the natural uneon-
ventional -miys of free-heartcd ebidren. The f reshiness of Nature
is always attractive-muchi mjore attractive than the elaboration
of art. A drink froin the old wvell or spring that sends forth its
.iviiig stream as fres'h to-(bLy as in the days of our chhhois
muchl more enjoyable tllILf a drink froin aL ta1 ) in the bouse
-even tliough it be a silver tap.'

What -%ve want lu Vie pulpit is the freshness of life. Life is
always fresli. Itixnay be younaer or oller, more or Iess vigrous,
but wvbere there is genuine life there wvill be a mieasure of fresli-
ness. WVe hiear a good deai to-day about the dead line iu Mhe
ministry, -,.nd, truth to tell, thiere are soine stubborn facts timat
seexu to indicate that it is noV w'holly an imaoinary hune eithie-,.
But since frcshiness depends upon life, and since the life required
by the ministry is noV exclusively or even nainly ffhysical, but
lairgeIy intellectual and spiritual, the dead line ougbrlt noV, to be
reachied so soon as iV sonietinies appears to be. Freshiness is an
attribute of the inid, noV ai characteristic of years. In Gerînan
universities and pulpits, says Dr. Stuckenibelr, we often lind a
freshiness peculiarly rich because it bias the developed maturity
of ag..e. IVI is one of the nost peculiar characteristies of our
own age thiat it regnards the seventieti year as a period of rnost
vigorous activity-as w'itness suchi nuiei as Huniboit, Rne
Bismnarck, Thiiers, Gladstone, IPahnerstone, and many othiers.>

Soume of the fresliest preachiers we knoîv are no longer youzig
men. Tîmeir locks are noV as abundant or as glossy as tlley once
were, but thecir thougbits are more livingi, and thieir liearts more
hiopef ut. Thecir sermons are better now than ever before.
Despite the desire tbat is apparent to-day for young men lu the
pulpit, cive us thie fresbincss that cornes froin living tboughit and
living experience, as that 18 imnproved rather thami deteriorateà
with Mie advancc of years. But, as 1 have intimnated already,
this quality of freshuness is not dependent upon age. t rnay be
lacking lu young preachiers, while iV may characterize older ones,
and vice versa. 1V 18 bardly a question of agre at ail (of course


