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but %will bc supplicci with gas and watcr. This will bo grcat
progtreas."

Iloderatioli is a virtue-unhappÂty to rare among F~rench-
tue, that ive ranlnt help congratulating M. du Camp on
pnssessing surit un ample supply. Thchopethat everyFrcnchi-
man may have' gris and water laid in bis bouse within a Iiundred
years doed nlot reveat a very sanguine nature. Let us hope
better thingts of France.

THE SOUDAN RAILWAY EXPEDITION.
(Contnued from page 11.>

At Kohé 1 tho site of the proposeti bridge fer carrying the
Soudan Railway across the Nile, that river takes a sharp bend
towards the east, andi betweeu. Kohê andi Fakir Bender, a
distance of about 35 miles, a caimel track rnakes a chord line
to tbe Irregular arc forrned hore by the Nule.

After the necesrary soundingi; of the river atI:- liebd
been completed, andi the party was rcady te continue Its
southward journeY, it was determlned te abandnn the Nog-
gurs, and etrike across the chord-line just mentioncti, upon
carreol, as far as Fakir Bender. This Tesolution wasi taker
because tbe duration of the nortb wind was uncertain,
anmd the obstacles te navigation at the Third Cataract werc
great.

Leaving the Noggurs, thereforo, to proceeti as they coulti
up the Nile to Amubukol, wheru probabty their services would
be again rcquired, preparations were madie for' ho sbort desert
ride. The caravan formed was quite an irnposing spectacle,
comprising 60 camroe,; a few borses, besides a number of more
bumble quadr.peds carrying a military escort of mounted
lnfantry, wbo, te tlmeir credit ho lil said,aasisted theïr animais
frequently by propelling tbem, the donkeys being short, tbe'r
riders talt of stature, and the feet of th-3 latter tomching thme
grounti wlth ease. When nlot assisting locomotion, the
troops corled their legs arounti their donkey's necks and
sougbt repose. 'l'he supreme charge of the caravan waB en-
trusteti te an officer of irregular cibvalry In the Kbedive's
army, andi wbo, front the jealous care bie beetowved upon the
wiater-skins, recel yod tho title of I Turacock Pashba," a dignity
in wbich ho ranch delighttd.

There being no wells or other means of obtainlng water,
except by conveying 't, in the desert between Reoié and Fakir
Bender, tbe caravan started half an bour before mîdnight,
and rapidlv crossing tbe track, which 18swell defineti tbrough-
ont by tbe bones of carnetse, it arrivet at ita destination at
four o'clock the following morninr. Front Fakir Bender tbe
raîiwan continued it route te Oordeb, or Ne'w Dongola, abont
60 miles fuither on. New Dongola Ys situated on the west
btink of the Nile about 955 miles south ai Cairo. The di8trict
containst a population of about 3000, and is a place of con-
siderabte importance. The bouses arc built principally of
sun-burnt brir.kP, andi many of themn aire cemparatively im-
portant structure*s, sonie with gardons wberein are grown

rnearly ail bbc fruits common to Lower Egypt. The popula-
tion consista cf many nationalities; tbe principal foreigners,
hovvever, are Greeks, who like Jews in other countries, are for
the most part devoted to nmoney-cbanging and store-keeping:
in the Bazaara Until quite recently New Dongola, or El
Oordeb, was the principal scat of Goveznment for a consider-
&bsUe district, extending almost to Khartoom. Latterly, how-Iever, lb bait given place te Berber, where lawa a:ec now PAri-

oire u y t ee, wbotran:mits instructions tethe Vokeel,

siderable, and afier Berber it ia the mno8t Important town
upon the sile in Upper Egypt, notb of Kbartooma. During

bg ili can bu easily approacbed front the river, wbich
lthnabout one mile wido at this point. At low Nile,

r owevcr, the lutner or western chiannet is unnavigabto and
cireci sactes b> water iis cut off. As the trade la large a great
rumber of native merchant ve8sels rtc generally Iying along-
bide the river banik, inecasing $lhe appearance o! activit>'
andi Importance to which New Dongola cant ln reallty, la>'
Forne claim. The bszaar centains many stores la whlcb al-
most ail local requirements can be supplieti, and the scene
there, as well as in thc streets, l8 striktng, entiveneti as il la
bY the strange blending ofrnationalities, b>' Nule sailors, Grock
merchants, native Dongalese, Nubien soldiers, andi mont

pictureRque of &Il b>' the desert Arab, scantlly attireti with
long heatvily greaseti andi plaiteti haitr, carrylng on bis lefI
shoulder thet leatbern shieltti anîd lu bis rigbt bandi a spear.

Thbe rondi buta and scattered villages whlch &re seen at
lutcrvale &long the baniks of the Nile, point ont like the
mintosand palm t1rees, andi patches o! cultivabeti grounti
those places wbere tbc desert sand bas sparedthe bbnoit, ana
a fait estîmate of the crIent cf profitable land ma>' bo ob-
talned fromt a glance aI bbc différent villages. Where, however,
a few t.owns andi sorte larger villages arc situateti upon the
cantal routes,trade bas, of course asaisteti lu raislng their con-
dition. llandai., two sketches of wblch are shewn on page
134, may be taken as a fair exemnple of a town thus benefited
by the deaert trade. It le sibusted on the west bank of tho
Nule, 45 miles coubht of New Dongola, and about 1000 miles
soutb of Cairo, and containe a population o! sman 1500 pet.
sons. The =esattriking feature It possesses are the ruine of
somo anclent forts, wblcb are situated on an cluvateti grounti
and commandi a wlde.spread vlew of the surrounding coun-
try. Handak la, soloe speair, a considerable ahlpping port,nt;
large quantities of the products of tbe faer sentît, euch as gunuY
ivory, &c. conveyed on camels by way o! Khordofan andi
Kbattoom, are unloaded here and plactd on Noggura t0 bo
transporteti down the river to Cairn andi Alexandria. Tito
town bouats of severat Nubien merchants, whoso establiilî-
nrients are based upon a Turklsh model, sure sign ln Upper
Egypt of wealtb. ItlaI worth notlng that Handak, boimg
onaàsandstono formation, sumd baving but Ili tie ground in tise
vicinit>' that can be cuttivateti, owes wbat Importance anti
prosperlty lt does; uosses entirely to commerce

As a rulu the route taken la witbin sigbt of the Nule andi
often passes tbrougb plots of cultivated ground beide blie
batik. Short resta werc always matie by the caravans at miti-
day nter thme shade of paîni-trees, and wheuever posbilIc'
near villages the cbief3 of whicb wcre always tager tb du
boneur tb the staff, anth ie representativer, o! their sovereign,
tire Rheive, b>' prescrits of water, dates, andi the luan o! eatzy
chairs. At tlgbt thme tente were pitched near the river, sind
thus ptogressing the party arriver! at New Dongola. At titis
place, bowever, the authoritles, round it impossible te provide
thme neces8ar>' reans for carrying the party forward, and aIl
the inhabitants available were despatclieti te bring up the
Noggurs 'wbich were lying becalmeti sorte distance down bhe
river. As i.oon as bhey arrivedthe bbNew Dongola part>' anti
[stores were gel on board, itnt alter six days of sailirig and
towing, Ambukol, the fartbest point at which navigation
cou' I be made avallablo for the expedition, was rîc-tlct.
Bere bbe Fectind division cf the part>' wus ieft behinti te work
théir way back to Reohé, wbcre their survey would join witlî
that o! the tiret division, who hati charga of the section fioin
Watiy Halifa te the river crossing.

At A nibukol, then, the whole of the stores, kc., were tii,.n
ont ofîhe Noggturs, and limat part belonging tu divisions blîreu
anti four, were; tr-ansferrete 1 camels, anti transporteti te ti ijr
respective destination et Abou Ralla and El Metemmeh, a
distance b>' came! route of 180 miles from Ambukeol, andi
where the river la again met. The vlew seen frnt àlount
Fog, a granite rock soute distance norlb of Arnbukol, givea
an excellent Idea of ,ho serpcntine courde taken b>' thre Nilo
through the deaert. In the flat unbroken expanse ofsnnd, of
course the river is Invisiblealmost ntit It la reacheti, ant hL
groupa of palmt trees wblch grow upon th" rivur baukr, sv rvû
as beacons te thù Arab, gniding hlm la bis coums net oýs the
desort.

The caravan compriseti about 70 cantels, herbes bcinz now
useless. as bhe weils in bbe tiescrt ahout Io bu travertset 'vero
several dars journe>' a1'art a circuinstance whicm of course
necessitatedthe bbemployment of a large nuimer of c imels as
water carriers. The march Ibrougi was conducteti in the
u-uat rnanner. The baggage camneis andi tho e laclen with
tbe water skins continueti their march sleadily ivithout a hialt
until tbe nigbt's resting place waa reacheti; on the ci ler bandi
tbe ritiing camels were urgeti forwarti with variable speetis,
btfore and afier bhe mýd.tiay test, biîus eiaabling the brave lers
te enjo>' as long as possible the gratefut shatie o>f the desert
tr-es durlrig the hottcst part o! the day. la oruler to facilitato
the aubsequent studios which were te bc undtrtaken in their
return journey by the thirti divi !on of tbc expc:datiun, '.everat
of the part>' wcre occupied durirg the desecrt cros.-ing in
making sketch surveys of the country, tihe distances being es.
timateti b>' the rate at wbich, the catnu; brirveile-3, andthebb
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