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It iis a movement which cals for the careful considecation of the t,,achers
of this Province.

Thiese Reading Circles present great variety of organization in tLie
different 8tates. In some cases, as i 'n Ohio, they are organized under the
direction of the education department. TIn othor cases, as in Iowa and
New Jersey, the moveinent has originated from, and bas been connected
,with, the Stato Teachers' Association, an(! is entirely free from goveru-
ment control, and ini a few instances the R~eading Circle bas been estab-
lished as anindependent org-anization. Ini each Reading Circle, however,
there is a board of directors, composed of seven or eighit members, a
President, Vico-President and Secretary-Treasurer, wvho have charge of
the general interests of the Stato (ircle. They determune the course of
reading; they name the text-book to, be read ini each subject; they pre-
pare the rules and regulations concerning local circles, fees, examinations,
certificates, &c., and control the dotails of organization and genera!
management. The Local (Jrcle is the unit of organization and of work.
A superintendent or manager is proviided. for every city, town, or coanty,
for the formation of local circles, but any five or ton teachers who ha' 'ý
become members of the State Circle may organize thomselves unto a locu'J
circle in any township or neighborhood, appoint a. secrotary to ba their
medium of communication with the county manager, and se forma a
reognizedl element of the State Circle. It is this power of expansion
which forms one of the chief excellencies of the '.eading Circle. By
this neans, the full bonefits of the Circle can ho oxtended te the most
spaisely settle,.7 portions of thie country districts, and teachers who May
be unable te attend associations, institutes and conventions, cmii take
advantage of thià means of self-iinprovement. The coifditions of mem-
bership ini these Reading Cireles are-lst, an annual feé of 25 or 50 cents;
and, 2nd, a pledge to read faithfully the course of study and text-books,
as laid down by tbe board of director-. These fees are 1-sed te, defray
the necessary expenses of management, a portion of which is retauned by
the local circle and the remainder forwarded te, the secretary-treasiurer of
the board of directors.

The preparation of the course of study and the selection of books to be
read is, of course, the most important part of the work of organization,
and) as might be expected, the courses differ upon many important points.
Some boards of dii ectors -were of opinion that the primary object of the
Reading Circles is to give the teachers a clearer apprehiension of the
underlying principles of their vocation, to give them a botter understand-
ing of the science of education and of the best methods of instruction
and school government, and have accordingly provided a purely profès-
sional course of reading, as in the case of the Nom, York and the Virginia
State Reading Circles. In the inajority of cases, however, it has been
thought desirable to encourage a wider general calture among teachers
and te, combine professiona1 and general reading ini the course adopted;
and ini one or two instances, professional subjects occupy a secondary
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