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.MAX MULLER OY' FOLK-LOIRE.
Few subjecta aré intrinsically of greater interest or have màide

geater progriss within the last decade, than the study of F olk-
lord. A quarterly review, devoted to this subjeet, has heen
lately started in Sieily. To the first number Prôfessor Max
Mü.ller bas >addressed a letter, from which the following is an

"To collect popular stories is either a most difficuit or a M'ost
easy task. Evorybody who finds nothing betteî' to do thinks he
ia able at least to výrite down the stories which hia nurse has told
him. But this, you know, is a igreat niatake. First ofa1, notf
every story'that ian old wvoman may tell deserves to be 'written
ddwn and pri nted. There is a peculiar earthy flavour aWout the
genuine home-grown, or, if I mays~ay so, autochthonie 'Màiclin-J
something like the llavour of ùhe dark-rcd wild strawberry.;
whýich we m ust learn to appreciate before we cari tell whether a
story is old or new, genuine or made-up; whether it _Comesy in
faet, froti the foi-est or from' the hot-house. This is a natter of
taste; buat, as tasters of wvine or tea wiIl tell yop, -even taste,P~an
be ?ý%quired.

IlSeeo-ndly, the sanie story- should, whe-never that is -possible,
be -colleeted front different sources and in differenit localities, and
the elements that are commori to ail versions should be carefully
distinguished from, those that are peculiar to one or more offly.

"Thirdly, eachi collector should acquaint himself wvith thý re-.
sults alreàdy obtainied in the ciassification of stonies, in, orclel to1
see and to say at once to, what cluster each new stôrybelg.
:Hiahn's classification of ancient myths, iniperfeet as it is, na.y ;vp1
you an example of what ought po le done in order to Iarrive'at a
classification of modern mytha. flere your arhives mi.g lerider
very great service.

IlForirthly, wherever it is- possible the story ouglit to be given
in the ipsîssima verba of the stoty- ,teller. This will be a; safeguard
against that dishonesty in the-collectioù'of stories front which. we
-have suffered so much . - It is quite truethat a collecter who trima
anid embellishes a story ough t to be whipped; while a mani who
inventa a story and publishesit as genuine ought to, be shot. ]3uit?
until such a Draconie law i's carried into effect, your isýtn.x
havinýg ip ail cases the zpsissma ver.ba wilIl.be ,a gre4 ppotçeiog.,
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