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faith is departing, and the Christian cause La being weakened." Thoere is a
place'upon the :Ncw England Shores which sone of you perhapa have seen. It
ie known as Old Orchard Beach. The pcculiarity of it ila this that there a sa
large and ivide expanse of level andasmooth sand, fn thiat the sea retires te
an astonishing distance fromn the green ficids that overlook il. 1 can fancy
the ehild taken there for the first turne on a summer's murning and sceing
the water recede unti) out of sight, leaving the great expanse of smooth and
dry sand, being tçmnptd to believe fur a moment that the sea was going away
altogether. But Lt is not so ; Lt ie oz'ly the receding of the tide, and it wLll
corne back agmin at ne distant tune ; and Lt la s0 that the things that some-
timos strike, the eye, make an equally undue imD)ress3ion upen the mind. The
trulli of God is like the ocean, and ab one has said of il-

"Roll on, thou Jeep and dark blue ocean, rol,
Ten thousand fleets mweep over thee ln vain;
Mau marks the world with ruin, his coutrol
Stops with thy shores."

There waîs a time when the Christian people of New England used. to be-
çin their Sabbath at sunset on the Saturdyeeig hyd on ogr

1 but does any mnan auppo3e that there ie leis spiritual religion througlîout N- ew
1England than in the days when that was their usage and their custoin 1 The
very contrary can be proved. Thera iras. a tiine in the Province of Ireland
where 1 passed my earliest years -ù1en the communion season came twice in

1. the year, and was protracted not only through the eervices of week-days but
on the Lord's day through four or five or six houri. Now il is within two
liours ; and 1 can understand how an aged OChristian, not very conversanti

i with the thiniys ef the worid, miglit be ready tu say :-"l Oh, sucli a change
as lias taken plaoe ; Lt La not now as it used to be, in the goodl old days.»

1But I tell you, notwithstanding the change, there neyer was so mucli God-
llness in that region as there ie at this present moment.

What do aU these thinge go to show us?7 Wliy, my brethren, that we must
i allow for circumstances: conditions, incidents and surroundings, and we must
disting-uiali between these, and tlieir superficial, partial influence, and the inner
truth and reality of things with whichk we, have te do. The vestureanud se
o f the attitudes of the inystical. body of Christ may uindergo changes, but that

Ibody does flot change ; Lt is Jike, Himself: the samie yesterday, to day, and
i forever.-" So 1 say to you, witliout liesitation, Il Ba ye steadfast» Ln your ad-
therance te the truthi; Ln your standng fast by these oracles that God lias re-
vealed. IlYes," but some mîiy say, ",1there are mon who speak te us and

i are recognisea as liberals, and tliey do not think about this mitter as we do,
iand yet that La a good namne that tliey have suicceeded in ajipropriating." 1

1 say that Lhey have ne riglit to appropriate Lt. We Christians are the trust
liberals, in the best sense of the word. Nay, we are the liberals, if the mat-
ter came to be tlioroughly investigated. It La true they miy tura round a:îd
say teme, "lbut you, are biassed, you are prejudLced by your training and your
education and your early habits and even your professional feelings, you are
b iassed.» I' have j ust as mucli riglit te turn te ther n d ssy, " you are biassed

1 hy your pride, hy your vauity, by your self love, by your lusts, by that camail
immnd that Le enniity against God and is net subijeot te the lawv cf God, neither

i indeedcaube. I "Wall, but," tey say, "lthmaeare pemeons now ilao cail thera-
selves and are called. by othera ' seculariets and they e - not look upon thezejthings as you do." Now, t is semetimes very easy t ja carriedaaway by an

1 iapressive, word-a showy word, and it Le good te look Lute the meaning of
the thing. Il Secularist," that la one wlio is devoted te the age, beat upen
lifting up the age, makitig te ag-e, botter, snd s0 on. I dlam that we Chris-

itians are the true seenlarists, aud the Bible la the best inspiration of the
gtrue secularism--the godlines that la profitable for all things, ad bas the
tpromise of the life that nowv lsand of that wirh i L to coms3; aud the dif-Iference between us and the so-cslied secularist La this, that lie would lift; up


