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Although ot-her countries may be possessors of a splendid
Catholie Press, yet the ivreath in this respect mnust be given to
Germany, whieh possesses the greatest Catholie Press in the world.
It is distinetly militant in tone, and is i lie direct outeomne of thecir
struggle for freedom of education and religion. Political questions
are discussed fromn a Catholie standpoint, and aF the Catholie, or
Centre party, as they are called, hold. the balance of power iii the
Rieichistag, their opinions are rcspected and their views upon the
(questions of the day are carefully and thoroughly read. Thus
does the Catholie Press receive its enormous circulation; Catholie
and non-Catholie alike peruse its colununs. At the saine âine sul,-
jeets of dispute in the Catholie, doctrine are treated at leuigth in a
convincing style.

llowever, since the introduction of the Kulturkampf in 1875,
the Cathiolie Press bias becoine the daring- defender of tlic opprcssed
Catholie masses. Tixeir fe,-arless attack upon the policy of B3ismarck
in regard to religion eais-ed an unprecced dcmiand for Catiiolie
reading niatter. Thus iii 1870 we liad forty-nine papers in Ger-
mnany; in 1900 Nve hiad two hn-tndred and seventy Cathiolie periodi-
cals. twvo hunidred and seventy-eight daily newspapers and thirce
hundrud -and fourtecu -çeelzly papers -%'ith Catholie ownvers. Ainougr
tixese the Puople 's NYh wsptiper of Essen lias the greatest circula-
tion, no less than fifty-four thuadfive lîundrcd persois sulb-
sc.ribinig to this dlaily palier. Othier papers thiroughiout the Country
-i've sulent testinony. hy the nuinbers of thieir readers, to the popu-
larity ol' thie Catholie Press iii Gernmany.

Froin the fifteenth to, the eiglîtecnth centiry the ban against
Catholies hindercd the developmient, of the Catholic ideals ini 11i-
]and. Eveni under the doinanve of the Frencli (17953 to 1813) the
Catholies tva1d not risc fromn Ilhir hum.t, le position. They lacked
spirit and energy. J-owever, with the acce-ssion of 'William, they
hegacn the struggle for erianeipaition. In 18-53 the Catholie hier-
archy waý, estahil-shied. 'Monsieur Lesage. a 'onvert to thie faitbi,
was tixe father of the Cathiolie Press iii I-olland.

Ný\ewspape-rs and periodlical% (hid not reeeive thec hest support
that imighlt lie expeeted iu Irelaxîd in acrount of the disorder pre-
valent iii the vonutry. The famiiine. laek of education. penial laws
;.id( cppresason (if ('txin ii ver-y possible waiy prevented the
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