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forenoon I passeti until I hantied Alie into tie
carniage, anti drove down the gravellet i valk
andi tlence into the road. It wvas a giorious
afternoon, eartiî andi sky appeareti to vie with
eaclî otler to clîarmi anti tieliglit thie speetator,
and Alice -was unusaally vivaeioîts azît hîappy.
But I-sefishi fellow-hat i ny uîiinti too niuch
engrosset iwith nîy own, niot over pleasant
tliongbits, to pay any attention to eitiier. To
ail lier attempts to draw nic into a conversa-
tion, I responded only in ionosyllables. until
she, iosing ail patience, exelaimiet poutingly:

])ear mie, ivliat a very olti Soloniion you
have suddeniy becoîne! I ouglit efrtainly to
feel very inucli flattered by the ainount of at-
tention you have slîowîî nie sinct' w-e left the
bouse; I lielieve yon bave not saitl tu-O Nords
except ' yes' anti 'no' tluring thte wlîole tiine!

"lPardon mie, Miss Graliaimi; 1 tid~ not intend
to, siiglit you. In facet nîy tîmouglits have been
s0 Laken up withi a iatter of prez-sing impor-
tance tîtat I almost forgot

Tlîat tliere eveii so îîîueli as existeti suih a
person as I !"

"Far front it," I repiieti. 4-On tite contrairy,
it waos of you anti, 1 iighî t say, you alone tîtat
I have been thiiiiking. for the last liour at least."

"-Is itpossible? You rcaiiyalariiime! To
think that 1 slîouid lie the subjeet of suchl grave
anti suent tieliberation! It's îîositively awful!

"lBut nevertheless truc," 1 returneti. "lAnti
now woulti you tiot like to, know wliat 1 hiave
been thinking about concerning yoî?"

1 miust confess to a littho curiosity on this
point; only 1 hope it is not anytlîing unpleasaît
or serious? "

Il Unpleasant itineeti fot be, unless you etoose
to niake it so; but as to its being serions, 1 bo-
lieve it is a very serious mnatter, in(leed, to o11e
at least that 1 know of."

"1Anti tliat is - ?
IlTlîat is a certain intiivitiual wlio once Ieft

the sîîîoky, tiusty city, w"here was bis lhome, to
finti a î»irer air andt brigliter sky ut Roseiiîount.
1 neeti îot say that lie was tleliglîtei lîevonti
measureý iith cverytlîing lie saw tîtere, axît
more especially wvith a blue-eyed, goltien-liaireti
maitiet, w-ho ai)ieareti so very beaxîtiful anti
gooti iii lis eyes thiat lie learieti ttî love bier.
anti wislîed in ii lus eart tlîat suie wvoulti con.-ent
to bocoîîîe luis own little w-i, atnd tîu, niîake

bisloel eheres lfe nihtant jyos.Cai
you guess the naine of lier of wîoi 1 speak,?"

IlYcs, I tlîink I can; antd yet *y
Alice pauseti. as if at a bass hiow to îîroeeti

while a crnison tlusli rose to lier cheek anit
spreati over lier face. Noticing lier eiîîbarrass-
ment 1 continiieti,

IlNow do yoîî tot think that it woulti be very
Crel anti lieartiess on the part of titis miaitien
if, îiîîter tliese circunistances. she refuseti to
COlpy witlî so simîple a reqiiest ? D)o you tlîink
thiat you, if siniiianiy situatetl, could act thius?"

IThat ivoulti depen i a gooti deal tipon wvlio
t1tis poor broken-boearteti lover liappeneti to lie,"'
returneti Alice, witht a, littie laughi, w-hile, site
Vainly attempteti to conceal ber blushes by in-

elining hier heati forwaxti until lier giossy ring-
lets almost luid ber glowing cheeks front view.

"lAh! then 1 shail tell you whc> lie is :-he is
my bruter, William."

IYour brother !" shie ropeaited i ith a start,
the i2olor vaaishing froiu lier face as shie spoke
andl giviing place to a, suddti pail1or; andi the
blue eyes were turned to mie witlî an enquiring,
troubleti look. IISure..- it is not of him you
speak ?"

"l t is intieed," 1 returneti: - nor dIo I see
anythiing surprising in the tact. Perhiaps you
wontier that lie is flot liere in person, inisteati of
sending another to act for hiui ini thie affair,
but the tienviands of his business readered sueli a
course necessary. And 1 feel assured that you
will flot allow this cireumstance, unavoitiable
as9 it ivas, to cause you to look with tiisfavor
upon niy brother's proposai."

Il Vere it possible for mie to receive your
brother's proposai, probably titis Nvoultl fot
miake aîîy diffeèrence. but that 1 canpot do. It
would bie wrongr in mue to even encourage a
hope whiclh coulai never possibly bt realizeti.
Anti now let us returui home, for 1 do flot feel
like driving furthier this afternoon."

1 turneti the horse's bieat iii the direction of
Rosemiount, anti as we tirove biomcwards 1
entreatet iber to tliink more tavorabiy of the
miatter, buit shie politely, yet firuily tieclineti
hiearing anything furtlier concerning it,-she
hiad, aircady made up lier mîind, anti any present
or future oiseusaion of tiie subjeet would bc at
once useiess on my part, andi unpleasant on
bers.

Afler titis, but few words passeti between
Alice and 1 until wc arriveti at, Rosemount
cottage, andi whien I liandeti lier froni the car-
riagc she passed by mie with a simple IlThank
you," and enteret i e bouse. 1 (lit not sce her
again until tea-tim- wlien site appeareti at the
table looking very grave and rcserved. The
meai was a very quiet otie, anti Nvlen it was
over Alice cxcused hierseif and ieft tlic rooni. 1
rejuaitieti for sonie tiiiie conversing witli the
Squire ami his better hialf, anti thon taking my
bat, t walked out iîîto tic open air.

Without knowing or caring wlîitlies miy steps
]led mie, 1 wantiered at randoni up and tin
the walks andi patlis belonging to tlie place. My
braîn wns very bisy~ in turning over tie events
of tuie afternooni. I couii flot lîeip Nvondering
at thue sutiden change thiat hati takeîî place in
Alicc's mnaniier on the mention of iny brotlier's
naie. Lt was evitient tliat slie iaginied 1 re-
ferreti to so11ie i>tler person, but to w-ho else
coulti iîîy words ho taken to refer? 'Uhere was
oiîly one sîîcl that 1 coulti thin of~ anti that
wa.s--myself! I. like William, hiati lýft the
city, andi liad stayeti, or ratdier was staying, at
lloseniount; ant i s the remaras matie in my
conversation witli Alice tiîat afternoon were ai-
nîost equahly aipplicable to mny brotlier's case
andl to, iny own: hence the nîjatake.

Front this reverie I was aroused by liearing
a sob close by. 1 stopped anti, looking up,
found ruyself standing before a siiiinier-house,


