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DAHLIA.

The Dahlia je tho granaeat autumn flower we have.
Nothing je ite equal in any respect in September and
October. It je; in ite glory when everything else is faded
or fading, and eurrenders only to ihe Frost Ring. Put
Dahlia tuberS on the ground when the season becomes
,warm, covering the neck some thxee iuches. If many
shoots start, thin them, ont. After flowering aai before
biard frosts, tako up the plants, remove the tops, dry'
the bulbe a littie, ana put themi in the cellar until spring,
when they can ho divided and replanted. Look at
them occftsionally to see that they are not shrivelling
from too dry an atmoephere, not starting the oye early,
in consequence of too mucli moisture and warmth.
The Dahlia je divided into three pretty distinct classes,
-the ordînary Show Dahlia ;
the Divarf or J3edding Dahlia,
making a thick, compact bush
only eighteen inches in heiglit,
but with flowers of fuit size ; and
the Pompont or Bouquet, with
smail, very perfect flowers, only
frorn one to two luches in diame-
ter, while the plant ie of nearly
the common size. Our engrav--
ing (for which we are indeàbted to
Mr. J. A. Simmers, the well
known seedeman of thie city),
shows the character of the stan-
dard clase.
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HENS INV THE? GARDEM -

Under the above caption &fr.
L. G. Brown, of Niew Hampshire,
tells the readers of the Germzai-
town Telegraph that lie laet year DAI
lot hie hone and chicliens have
their fuil freedoma in his gardon, allowing them. to pick
and scratch at their own sweet will. whon ho ploughed
or cultivated the fô'vls 'were always on hand to pick al
the insecte brouglit to view. He covered hie seeds a
littie deeper than usual, had'some of them scratched up
a-na destroyed, but enougli of them came up te give a
full supply of plants. In the fait lie made an estimate
of damago suetained and concluded that one dollar
wouid pay the ftose, while the benefit from, having- in-
sects destroyed ho, believed was worth st least ton
dollars. We are willing to admit that boens, and especi-
ally young chickens, are useful in a gardon or orohard;
but we would certainly provide a yard where thoy could
be ceinfined at such times as they miglit do more barra
thau good by he.vlng their full liberty. We are not
quito ready yet to doliver the whole promises ovor into
the care of the hone and chickene. Hens scratching ini
the lawn ana chiokens roosting in the chairs on the
piazza are not according to our idoas of good taste.

ST'OCK EV OROFIARDS.

IL

The Weésternt Rural makes the foilowing pertinent ro-
*marks: 0f 'ail stoçk in orcharde the pig takos the lead.
Hie omnivorous instinct leade him. at once to duty and
usefuhiese. Our Most injurious insecte are ,hiddon in
tho bmperfect fruit which falls prematurely, and -%vhen
left as it commonly je will bring forth and multiply to
an alarming extent. In ahl secluded nooIke and corners,
old piles of rubbiBbh and, bunches of brush, grass and
weeds whioh grow up abundantly forma the insecte'
paradise. The pig posseeses a wonderfui degree of
pueli, searcli ana rieearch ; in fact there je nothing so
finely hid that hie constant searoli will not flnd out,
upset, turu over, root to piocue, scatter, tramp out of
existence. And if the old sodl neode stirring up and
ronovating, hie will do it withont being coaxod or told.
Ho is a willing servant in hie place, and that is in the

orchar&l from. sp ring till time of
gathoring and thon imodaiately
aftor.
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ONiE of the recommendations of

the Education Departme nt to the
trustees of every rural seool
pection and încorporated village
in Ontario je thât the first Fni-
day iu May should be set apart
for the purpose of plan ting shade
trees, making flower beds, and
othorwiee ixnptoving Ptnd nbeau ti-

< fying tbo school grounds., Laet
year an Arbour Day was sug-
gostod to truetees by. a circular

- from the Minieter, issued on the
l6th of April, ana iu the annual
report rocently iseued we See it
stated that the response was

- very cordial, and &il but unani-
TA.moue. The inspoctors report

that lu addition to the planting
of trees, niany school yards were sodded, fonces ropaired,
walke laid, and flower bede arranged, thus adding te the
boauty and attractivenees of the echool yard. The total
number of trees planted wae 80,648, aud the number of
flower bede made was 253. This is a good beginning,
ana if k-ept wp from year te 5ear it will ferr no meau
part iu the education of our boys aznd girls. Provision
le made in the new regulations, as stated above, for an
annual Arbour Day lu ail ',ho rural ana village sc.hoole.
it je a good idea, and we shouil ike to see evory far-
mer in the country observe the day for the same object
on hie own farm.

1REmEmBEB, if the gardon ie to pay for the labour ex-
pended on it, it muet recoive a bountiful supply of
fuanure.

IT iëe a noticeable, fact that the fruit growers, who
cultivate but a vory fow acres usually reap the largeet
rowarde as compare with the oxtent of their efforts.
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