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This gteat iîymn, criginaiiy Consisting of nincteen
strophes cI three tares eaa.b, as the work cf Theicnias cf
Celano (a town cf ltaly, of soeo,oooof a population,
twenty-eight miles south cf Aquila). He was borts
sî85 and died 1155. Ht was the cempanion and
biegrapher cf Fran~cis cf Assisi, both very fanieus an
their day, the one, as the fathercof itinerant preaching
friars;- th c 'bher, as the chief poet cf bis country, and
whcse une Judgmtnt bymn rcustd the siumbering
choira cf Europe, and is stili making the hearis ci
every cne that hears it tingie. The earicat bock an
whach at as found as the "Mablssait Rcmanum," pranted
at Pavia, r.g:. It prcbably flrst saw the lighit cariy in
the thirternth century, and througli ail tht intcrvenaing
years il bas been as a iight anad an echan frcm the
eternai worid.

Here we givt a specinlen cf thrace verses:
Dies i:ae, dies filà,
Solvet szcculumn in favilla,
Teste Da 1 cains Sybalia.

Quantus ttcma: cit luturus,
quando Judex est venturus,
<uaicla stricte discusatutus.

Tuba, mitruni spargeus sonum
Per sepuichra regloneni.
Coget omnes ante thtenuan.

TRANSLATION liv OENKRAL DItX.
Day of vengeance withoaat mctrrw:
Earth &hall end in Rlame and soirow,
As from saint and seer wc borrow.

Ah wbat tereor is impending,
When the Judge ls seen descending,
And eauh secret vail là rending I

To the threne the trumpet soundin.-,
Through the sceulchtes teseunding,
Suannons ai with voice astounding.

it is indetal a wondeiîfui hymn, wonderfui for ils
simple majesty, almost artless in its structure, the
sclemn grandeur of the theme, the felicity cf its
diction, tht strengtb cf its imagery, and the spirit cf
awe with which it inspires us ; fer it touches tht im-
agination as well as the beart, andl gives us a sense of
tht scieninities cf the judgment te an extent far be.
ycnd anything we know cf either in ancient 'or
modern hymncicgy.

The testit..'>ny cf those who have the best rigbt te
spealc cn the subject bas given te it tht highest place ip
the whole range cf tht ancient hynins. Daniel, in bis
The.auruslf,nnoiogku, says: IlBy universai consent
it is regarded as tht bighest oarnamaent cf sacreal
poetry, and the most sacred treasure cf the Latin
Church.Y 3imilar is the testimcny cf Trench, Mrs.
Charles, etc. Then among uts admirers may be set
down a lcng iist cf famctus Dames, ccnsisting cf
soldiers, staiesmen, churchmen, poets, baistorians,
musicians-musicians that have rendered ne strait
service in wedding te it immortal sang. Anaeng these
admirers are includeal the namnes cf Mczart, Haydn,
Goethe, Johnson, Dryden, Scott, Milman. There is
no human composition that 1 kncw cf bas won such
faveur and made such an impression on the heart of
Cbnistendcm. And instead cf being cn the suante, like
many once popular bynins, it is becoming more higbly
esteemed with passing years, making for itself a way
inte ail tht Churches, baving aiready secured fer itseif
a place in more than twenty cf their hymnals I

Hcw dots it came that a hyme sea broadiy Papistic
ini its enrgin sheulal be received ' with sucb faveur by
evangelicai Protestants as weli as unflinching Roman
,Cathoics-that Churches that once would flot aliew
thear ministers te put en a black gown or an organ te
bc useal in their services, because iooked upon as
reiics cf Popery, bave neariy ail given it a place in
their service of song ? Ont reason is that white it is
Roman Catholic ini its engin, at is net Roman Cathe.
lie in its. tcacbing. It bas ne smDeil of the cloister
about it. It neyer betrays atsoengin or casts ashadcw
over that new andl living way wbach bas been-openeal
te the holitat cf ail. It is-not se with tha S'a<baf'
MafrCruce (a mother was standing by tht crùas,
the hymn tbat tanks next tei Ibis in the polish cfý its
verse and the solemn beauty cf its thepa.e. With ail.

its exquusitt tendernets atnd perfect finish it ls sadiy
marreal with Roman Catboic erre, anal this must
aiways stand ins the way cf its î>opulanity and generat
racceptance ln thé Protestant Chtîrch. It is lui tht
hast two verses whèe those errera chiefiy appear, anal
consist le antr invocatin te tht Virgin:

Neyer shahl the mingleti tide,
Flowing atili torn, ue side,
M Iy t p nefte asi,
Anal whien*le the day of dooni,
Lhglinfng-like 1île reands the toab;
'Shîiatl (bMlaty). oh i thild nme, tesi 1 buai.

Su tlae saliow cf the tcee
Where îlîy jesa, flied (nt anc
1:1111 %hall bie may fortaioe
So when flesh and spirit sever.
Shal 1 live, lAy Moen ferever.
In the jInys of l>aradise.

fl'ranslaîed by Lord Li.ndsay.)
i'roan ail such anvocationas andl errera tht "Dits

irS 1 as entareiy frie. Mlorcover the fact abat tht
translations cf this great hymen, IlDits Iroea" are
almost innunaerable, shows %Ylaat a hold it bas taken
cf tht Churchi. Dr. Lasco, cf Bln (1843), bas Ccl-
lctcicleghty-st.en, nearly ahl.German, andl who can
tell the number that areto1 be found an tht French
anal Engiish tangues ? WVlio can count the dust cf
Jacob? 1 have mystltseen aven adent cf thostetrans.
lattons, aaîciLding Aifend's 'lDay cf AngerThat Dreâd
Day,» Irons' IlDay cf Wrath, Oh Day cf Mourreing,'1
t., but by fat tht beât as evadently that of Major-
Gener2l John A. -Dix, Ul. S. A., a gentleman wbo
studied Latin at St. Sulpice white bis father was e-.
gageal in building Notre Dame. Tht translation
was made nt Fentress Munnot in tht second year cf
the rebellien.

ht is astonîshing what labour bas been expendeal on
those numerous translatiens-how maey gitted peris
bave been empîcycal on theni, seeking te, tender tht
original Latin acte tht vereacular cf their respective
counitries. Astonishing net ociy fer tht number but
for tht long patitace witb whicb they pursued their
wonk in some cases, extendingjýover hait a lifetime-
ail trying te give a à~ner toucb te some lice or'
bring out in happier forai tht tboaight cf tht auther.
Frankin Johnson, c.g., of Cambridge, Mass., Nov.
1883, says ie spent fitteen years ina bis version, pran-
acg andl polishing al: tht tinit, anal yet at tht close
cf bas performance was far below bas ideal i He
speaks of the difflculty cf rendering in Ecglish that
whicb bas such power anal swectness in Latin, and
adls :

That marble shows the tern andl face.
Ilut who wiii givc it vital grace?

Time wvould fait me were 1 te attemia narrative cf tht
detals et even a tithe cf tht writers that have given
themselves te this. Mr. Murray, cf tht Star, ta whca
1 amn indebted for information that leavts littie doaibt
as te, the authorsbip, bas investigated :hle long.ob.
scunt history of this byrun, chiefiy on iny account,
and I air. frie te say that bis word may be regarded
as tht iast that cal, be said on tht subject. It is te
bum aise 1 amn indebteal for this remarkabiy fine ren-
dering cf tht "Dits Irm " by Majon-Generai Dix.
Amnong the scores cf translations, ail ceanpeîing for
popular faveur> this wiii probably be regarded as tht
chief for '-iany a day te come.

Refereece bas aiready betn made te the scriptural
character cf this hymn, te tht tact that it tises above
tht creed cf its author or tht author' Chunch, andl
deals with tise destinies cf men and tht mercy cf
Goal in Christ jesus, in language pure and undefileal.
Is net this a matter for tbankfuiness ? Is it nething
te say that this great judgment hymn bas been ie use
fer 700 years witnessing for God and truth amid ail the
corruptions of tht Papacy-ifting up its strong, citar
voîce, like tht trumpet cf tht archangel summoeieg
tht dead tetht barcf Goal? Tht songas well as tht
sermon, is a vehicie cf instruction, and inr many cases
better than tht sermon. That is tht case new an
these days cf gretater iigbt andl pnivilege, but bow
mnuch more must tht people have -been indebteal te
these hynins in past ages? -MPatever may be said
about tht mumnicnies cf Romanism and tht scandais
cf the cltrgy, that Church bas a1ýays had a splendid
serice of sang, often a choral îivice; and if the
people tailed te learn anything yaluable trem tht
piaipit, they couid haçdly fail te leârnsemething valu-
able frein tht choir. They were ever bearing cf
heaven andl bell,,human guutt andl tht tender Mercy-
cf God in >Christi tir: ,irrkf 'f thc Hfoly'Spirit and tht
ferusaicur which is above. 'S.Ùch hyrans as tht Te

Deumi, Jerusalemn the Golden, Vtral Creator Spirit%,
Dits iroe, and such processiceal byns as the %~ exil4'
Regis (the royal bannera forwaard go), left ne exacXý
te the people for being entireiy ignoràust of the greý
truths wlrich, througb faith, are able te malté us faite
tinta saivation. That Chunchi bas ever *oeen ricti k
tayans-hymns fliat were witnesses for Goal andl
amial ail tise maummeries cf tht rituai anal tut efftai
-ýrformanes cf an oflen perfunctery priesthoot
K3t thîs hyme -tie Dits lroe-which rose lihk a
flaaning star le the dark nlght cf superstition, islin
tht bul ifight was tIre chief amusement cf the pea
and tht lust cf temporal poster the chief pas soaa01
tht pr.estbood, must ever be regardeal as tbe1grca
andl the ont ancat freque;.aiy le use cf ,all tht anuei
hymcs ifor, apant freint tht tact il must be sitae4l
saang an tht Sistint Chapel, Reme, at forms thete.
quence for tht dead ln tht Roman Cathoic burig
service, andl of course is ie daiy réquisition tht w«dl
over. h1 tis notai hyan expressive cf the bigher lâ
offaith in Christ j esus- -tht gioricus lberty cftl:
cbiidrcn cf Goal- b ut nather ne cf beedage, depre
cating Goal's wrath anal pleading for God's metcyià
the last seal bour. It takes its colour anal charate,
tnom tht century which gave it banth, %vhen the visita
of Goal bad grewn dam andl tht spiritual lite cf tit
Church was runcing low j but stihi It is a hynin wra
bas toucheal many a heait with tht powers cf t«~
wcnid te corne, anal heipeal te prepare thtm for ibe
great assize, and among tixose may bic namèi curoi.
Sir Walter Scott. Ht had,,in the dayp'cf bi as is1
fame-before bis yt hiait grown diri, or bis ragk
banalihait lest its cunning, -penneal tht much admaied
Lay of the Last MIinstrel, ana lhe closes the beautifd
performance witb tht words :

Tht mass was Sung, the prayerarcial,
Tht soleme requiem for t ecdeuil.
Anal beill toiled eut the mtghty petit
For tht departeal splrit's vient;
Anal cver ln the cflice chose
The hynin cf intercesalon rose
And far the ech.harg dlal proiontg
àlhe solints hurdlen cf the soaag,

joies ira, dies il/a,
Solvet jSr-u!Mm in faiila,

ýVhile the peaiing organ rang
WVfth t,-meet with saered strain-
Ta close my hay se iigbt andl vain,
Thus the lroly father sang:

That day of wrath, tbat dreadfaid day,
WVhen heaven andl earth shahl pass away;

Wlrat power shall bc the sinner's saay,
IIow shahl be meet that dîeadfui day?

WVhen, ahrivelirg lI.ke a parcheil scroil,
The fiaming heavens togeaher roil ;

WVhen louder y2t, anal yet more airait
Swelhs the bigla trump tbat wakes the dcad.?.-

Oh on that day, that wmtrrti da3,
%Vhen mac to judgnient1wakes tram cday;

Bc Tbuu the tremhlinR sinnet'a stay,
Though heaven anid earth ahail pass away.

[t was te these verses he tu *rneal in bis iast hou;
or at least tbis hyrrets; andl net te it atone, but the
biesseal Word froan which it is drawn. A tew days be
fera bis deatb, we are ictonmeal by bis biographe;~
Mr. Lockbart, there was a hucid intervai cf that d&s
tressing malady for tht removal nf wbich bte bid
traveiltal ci London, Italy, Malta, etc. Ht wasagu
in bis own home; anal in ont cf those caims momens
wben be was comparativtiy fret tram pain, hie desiei
te be drawn into bis iibrary anal piaceal hci&
the wicdow abat looks down upon the Twe&
«"Read te me raow.» ' From what sliall 1 meail" salA
Mr. Lockhart. IlCan yen ask? There is but, ont'
(book). 1 chees, says bis biographe, the fountentb il
John, anal at tht close cf my reading he said: "M
this is a great comtort, 1 have tollowed you distinrc
ail throai, anal L.feel as if 1 were yeý te be myseY
agaius." Can we conceive of a grander testimony à
tavaur cf tht Bible? 'aThere is but oee" (bSo&l
said ibis great mana, when standingi face te face ,sâ
Goal, that can.meet tht case. Net bas cwn bauad
pens; not bis owe enchanting works cf fictios
Miserable comtorters were tht yai. Ht badcome
,ipoint where oct biesseci word cf tht Lord Jesais wus
aregardeal as better than ail thé wisdorn of this mgul
when ont ray of the: excellent glOrry weuld brang m2t
cheer te bis seul than ail tht spltndourofAbbotsfxa4
where the romance cf lite mnust give place to setie
truth, where tht bighest wonki ef gecaus maust pus
away like the aunera bortalis cf northern skies, ai
give place te tht solenin raaities cf the etereal w0:14
Suon afttr this touclaing scene, tht cleepening shadots
ftiI on the bright spirit that had revelleal in its ca
creations for a quarter cf a century, that bad touail
the lyre witb such a master band, that we cana still ben
tht reverberations tram atar, andl tht strong et
staggered, and bis feet'siurnbled on tht dark mooe
tains; but evexa then, the ruling spirit, stroag à
death, was ruening je itia olal channels, anal thiraith
were necarest heard amongst-lais fading uatterances th
cadence of ibis great hymn .

Dits iioe, dits la,
Selvet s=culum ia faviià,
Teste I>avldcaaa Sybiis
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