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Rotes of the Wleck

T 18th day of May, 1843, is memorable in the
ecclesiastical history of Scotland. The religious
moverant that made so impressive a manifestation
that day has produced indelible results. Its influ.
ence was felt throughout the world. It will soon be
fifty years since the Free Church of Scotland began
to exist as a sepasate institution. Many great changes
have taken place in the course of these years. Most
of the fathers of the Disruption have passed away. Few
remain, But the Church, which by some was reckoned
at first a perilous experiment, not only survives, but
flourishes with increasing strength. It is proposed to
mark the jubilee year by wiping out all the debtof the
Church property.

LasT week the death of the Hon. Adam Crooks,
formerly Ontario Minister of Education, was an
nounced. Over a year ago it became painfully appar-
ent to his friends and physicians that owing to an insi.
dious discase, his mind had become clouded, and that
his days of usefulness were over. He was placed
under treatment in an American institution specially
designed for the cure of paticnts suffering from mental
aberration.  From the first but little hope of improve-
ment was held out, and now the.end has come. Mr,
Crooks was a man of high and honourable charac.
ter and greatly esteemed by all who knew him. He
received his education at Upper Canada College and
Toronto University, where he took high honours. He
entered public life as M.P.P. for West Toronto in
1871, and held office in the Ontario Government tili
bis  health failed. The first restrictive license act
passed by the Legislature bears his name, and in his
official capacity he rendered good service to the cause
of education. _

TiE East is usually reputed to be the abode of wise
men. Many such are known to reside in Montreal,
but it is equally apparent that some of their fellow-
townsmen act very foolishly. No sooner has the
small-pox epidemic, which has wrought such havoc,
subsided than olisunate doctrinasres set about the
formation of an anti-vaccination league. \When the
advantages of such an obvious, precautionary mea-
surc have been so clearly demonstrated, and the un-
reasoning prejudice against it was being beneficially
modificd, these men must step to the front and once

more seck 10 orouse slumbering animosities. Men

are entitled to their opinions, however absurd they
may be, so long as they are harmless; but when
their adoption means aanger to their dupes and
to the community at large, it is high time that
they should be looked after.  Instead of taking up the
role of odbjectors, let them propound a better scheme
for the prevention of the loathsome disease than
that now adupicd by all reputable physicans, and
when they succeed in doing so, they may, for the first
time, expect a respectful hearing.,

Tue Congregational ministers of .Chicage have
taken the pains tainform themselves directly concern-
ing the vicws entertained by socialistic agitators, who

arc very active in the large centres of population,

too practical to concern himself with the irrational
thearics of misguided enthusiasts or the lurid denun-
ciations of more culpable schemers, who contrive to
live at the expense of their deluded followers. A Ger-
man socialistic editor responded to the invitation to
meet with the Chicago Congregational divines, to
whom he expounded his views with refreshing frank-
ness. He said there were half-a-million Soclalists in
the United States who belicved in anarchy and a re.
sort to force to accomplish their levelling process.
He said that marriage, as practised to-day, was
simply concubinage, and that when the socinlistic
revolution occurred free love would prevail.  That the
half-million alleged Socialists are prepared to endorse
the views of this radicat editor does not appear ; but
when workingmen bend their energics to the promo-
tion of their moral, spiritual and sccial well-Leing
the vocation of the professional agitator ceascs.

Dr. F. R. BEATTIE, of Brantford, has an able
paper on The Design Argument—its Scope and Im-
port, in the last number of Knox Collegn Monthly.
The following extract will indicate the position he
very propetly takes : A review of the history of theis-
tic discussion will show that the value of this argu-
ment has been variously estimated. At tincs, per-
haps, too much has been expected from it, for 1t1s to

be remembered that it is not the onlyiae of proof
by which the belief in the divine exist is estab-
lished. In modern times the design argument has

fallen into bad repute in certain quarters, and then
the theistic nosition has lost uscful clements of proof.
The Cartesians, in their zeal for ontology and cos-

mology, almost ignored teleology, and Descartes him- -

self thought the design argument of hittle value. Then
Kant in his famous * Critique " did much to destroy its
good name during the last century. It is a hopeful
sign of the thought of the present generation to find
this argument receiving carnest and respectful atten-
ion, for, in some respects, 1t 15 the most comvncing
of all the proofs of the divine existence.  During the
presentcentury vast advanceshave been made in scien-
tific research. Somectunes the facts brought to light
thereby have been used as weapons against teleology,
and 1n certam quarters the scientific spirit has been
inclincd to look on final causes with but ill-concealed
scorn. Theism, however, may really rcjoice in every.
advance true science makes, since in cvery estab-
hished scientific fact she finds new material to fortify
her positton.

MR. JouN HarraM, who has paid a recent visit to
England, in a communication to the Glode, notes the
changes roming under his observation. He speaks
very plainly and foicibly on a much needed social
reform. 1 find, he says, the working classes are get-
ting more alive to their own interests.  The evil that
is crushing thousands in Great Britain is rum, beer
and whiskey, notwithstanding the numerous counter-
acting aidé. The grim fact stares Christian England
inthe face that the sufferings of the poorer classes
arc mainly due to drink. I was told by some mill-
owners that if only fifty per cent. of the money spent
for intoxicating iiquors was spent upon the actual
necessaries of life, such as clothing and proper food,
every cotton and woollen mill in England could run
full time, and every man, woman and child would
be comfortably clothed and fed, and every ane capable
of working would have full employmient. When will
the day come when the people will sce the subject in

this light? What are the preachers of the Gospel of |

Christ and social reformers doing in this line to ac-
complish so desirable an end? The people have
good times in their own hands. Fair Trade, Free
Trade, National Policy and other remedies will do
nothing in comparison with giving up spending their
hard-earncd wages in drink, and spending the money
dn everything that will make their wives and families
comfortable and happy without degrading their man-
hood. But there are signs ofggnpravement; the
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that workingmen could have been clected to be muni-
cipal councillors and scheol trustees?

EDINBURGH, says the Christian Leader, has lost
one of the most genial, as well as useful and highly
respected of her citizens, and the Free Church a
modern elder, by the death, on ‘Thursday last, in his
sixty-fifth year, of Mr. David Dickson, J.P. The
auther of a practical little pamphlet on the duties of the
cldership, which has been reprinted in the Australian
calonics, he exemplified in his life the high ideal of
the officc presented so impressively i~ that anony-
mous messenger to his brethren ; and nnt only in the
New North congregation, of which he had been ses-
sion clerk since 1853, but also in the General As-
scmbly, and on many of the Church’s standing com-
mittees, he will be greatly missed. The oldest elder
of the congregation to which lie belonged, he was
also its historian; and from his able pen pro-
ceeded the sketch of Dr. C. J. Brown, which appeirs
in “Disruption Worthies.” In the municipal affairs, as
well as the cducational and philanthropic institutions,
of his native city, Mr. Inckson took a warm intcrest,
For several years he sat in the town council, and
unider the provostship of his iriend, Mr. Duncan
MeLaren, he occupied the office of aity treasurer. A
member of the school board, he interested himself
warmly on behalf of the poor ; and cne of his latest
contributions to our columns was a touching appeal
founded on his intimate personal acquaintance and
sympathy with struggling but high-spirited parents,
who found it almost impossible to pay school fees,
and yet could not endure to be branded as paupers,
Along with his brotker, Mr. William Dickson—whose
name isalso honourably identificd withthe Free Church
—he had for well on to hall-a.century conducted. the
wholesale stationery business which they inherited
from their father. One of his sisters was the wife of
Dr. Andrew Bonat, the biographer of M*Cheyne, and
another was married {0 Rev. Mr. Grant of Cavers,

»

A FEW weeks ago we called attention to the face
that Fulton County, Georgia, had by a good ma-
jority voted for Prohibition. Those interested in the
drink traffic arc very unwilling to jiccept the result,
The New York Independent says: The liquor men in
Fulton County,including the city of Atlanta, have made
a desperate effort to set aside the result of the recent
clection in that county. The Prohibitionists won the
day by 2 majority of 228 against the rumsellers-and
their allies. These rumsellers first applied to Judge
McCay, of the United States Court, for an injunction
forbidding the Ordinary from declaring the result of
the election ; and the judge, after granting a temporary
injunction until he could hear the arguments on the
merits of the case, declined to make the injunction per-
manent, Theythenapplied to Judge Clarke, of the State
Superior Court, and he has just rendered a decision
similar to that of Judge McCay. The Ordinary at
once signed and filed the clection returns; and this
leaves nothing to be done but to publish the result of
the &lection once a week for four successive weeks,
and then Prohibition will be the lawin Fulton County,
Georgia, unless the Suprente Court of the State should
in th: meantime interpose its authority, and other-
wise determine.  If local option finally triumphs, as
we hepe it will, in Atlanta, which is the sironghold
of the rum-power in Georgia, then it will ere long
sweep the whole State.  Ithas already conquered the
larger part of the State: and what remains is to still
achicve a like success in those counties that contain
the principal citics thercof. The principle of local
eption has been a grand success in the South, and is
still marching onward to greater victories, It has
done far more for the tomperance cause than the poli-
tical party action of the Prohibitionists in the
Northern and Western States.  \Ve think that these
Prohibitionists would do well to'study the temperance
campaign at the South: It certainly has been an

cffective movement, and promises well Jot-the future,




