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Pote of tTe 1U1ccIe
Tit iSili day of blay, 1843, isnienlarable lis the

eccicalastical bistory of Scotland. he rcligious
moverpent that nmade so impressivc a mainifestation
thit day bias produced indclible results. Its influ-
ence was kilt througbonut the world. It will scon bc
fifty ycars since the Frea Church of Scotiand began
to exist as a separatc institution. 'Many great changes
bave-taken place in the course of thesc ycars Most
of tbe failier of the Disruption have passed away. Fcwv
remain. But thc Church, which by saine was reckoncd
at first a peritous experinent, nlot oniy survives, but
flaurishes with incrcasing strength. Iti k propostil te
mark the jubile year by iviping oui ail the dcbt of tic
Church proporty.

LAST weck the death of the Hon. Adam Crooks,
formerly Ontario 'Minister of Education, was an
neunccd. Over a ycar go ilbecamte painfully appar-
ent ta bis friendý. and physicians ihax owing to an insi-
dious disease, bis mmnd had heome clouded, and that
his days cf usefuiness wcrc over. lie %%-as placed
under treatment ini an American institution spaciail)
designcd for the cure of patients suffiering froin mental
aberration. From tbe irst but litile hopte of improve-
mnt was hcld out, and now theend hias corne. MNr.
Cracks was a mian of higli and lhonourable cbarac-
ter and greally e.temed by ait who knew blini. He
received bis éducation at Upper Canada College ind
Toronto University, whcre bc took high honours. He
cntcrcd public Vie as M.P.P. for WVest Toronte in
i87t, ani held office in tbe Ontario Govrnment tilt
bis .heaith failcd. The first restrictive license act
passed by the Législature bcars bis naine, and in bis
official capaciiy hae rcndered good service te the cause
cf éducation.

TUtE East ks usualiy rcputed tobc the aboda cf wise
men. MIany such arc known te réside in 'Montréal,
but IL is equaliy apparent that some cf their felioîv-
tcwnsnien aci very foolishly. No sooncr bas the
smali-pox épidémic, which bias wrought such havoc,
subsidcd than abistiata doctrinaires set about the
formation cf an anîi-vaccination league. WViien the
advantages of sucb an obvious, precautionary mca-
sure have been so clearly dcmonstraîed, and the un-
rcasnning préjudice againstit %vas being benelicially
nîodiied, these men must step te the front and once
more seoik te tireuse slumbering animosities. Men
arcecntitled ta their opinions, however absurd tbey
may bc, se long as they ama b-armless; but whcns
their adoption moins canger te their dupes and
te tbe community ai large, lu is higb lime that
they should bc lookcd aftcr. Instcad cf îaking up the
raie of objectors, iet thent propound a better scheme
for the prévention of the loathsome disease thtan
that r.ow ,îduptrd by ail reputable physicans, and
wben they succeed in doing se, îhey may, for the first
time, expect a respectful hearing.

TnE Congregational ministers cf .Chicago bave
taken the pains tQilifopfln thcmselves dilrcly concea-
ing tha viaws crntertaisicd by socialistic agitators, who
arc very active in the large, centres cf population.

Tiiost bcnt an the overtutz. of the social fabrlc
arcinvaiably forcigners. Thc native Ainerîcan is

tee priscticnl te conerra hiînselr îvitl tua lirtional
théories of iiisguided enthusiasts ot the turid denun-
dations of mure culpable scliemcers, who contrive te
live i tia expense of tdîcir deiuded foliowcrs. A Gar-
mann socinlistic editar respondcd te tha invitation te
ncct %vith tima Chicago Congregatienal divines, te
Miens hae expounded bis views îvith refrcshing frank-
nais. iHe saisd timers wcrc lîalf-a-miltion Socialis in
the UJnited States who, bclir-vcd In narchy and a re.
sort te furmc te accompism ilîcr ievelling precess.
lic saisi thati marriage, as practiscd to-day, was
sinîpiy concubinage, and that wîhîen the socialistic
revolution cccurred frec love would prevail. Thati ue
laif-million aiicged Socialists arc prepared te endorsa
the views cf titis radical éditer dots flot appear ; but
wiîan wotkingnmen bond ihîcir énergies te the promo-
tion cf their moral, spiritual and social wcll-being
the vocation of the profcisional agitator ccases.

DRi. F. R. BEFArr:i, ef Blrantford, lias an able
piper on Thre Design Argument-ils Scopa and Tins-
port, in the lait numbar cf Knox Coîllcge Mfoeilly.
Tite foiiowing e.xtraict wili indicate the position lie
vcry proparly takes .A revicw cf the bistory cf ilîcis-
tic discussion wiil show thmat tue value of titis argu-
muent lia.% been %ariousl> cstimied. At tuaes, pur-
balîs, ton much bias becri cxpected front it, for it is te
bc rembcrcd that it is not the onlyjw' of proof
hy which the bélier in tha divine existM is estab-
lishied. In miodern limas the design argument lias
fillen int bad reputé in certain quarters, anîd then
tue theistýc position lias tost useful clememiU cf proof.
Tme Cartesians, in their zeal for ontology and cos-
:nology, almost ignored telaology, and Des<,artes hies-
self îlîoughs; the design argument of latte value. Then
KCant in bis faînous " Critique" did much ta destroy ils
good mmmnc during the lasi century. It is a hiopeful
sign cf the tlîought cf the présent génération te find-
tbis argument reci% ing carnesi and respeciful atten-
don, for, in semae respects, i is the niosi convîncing
of ail the proofis cf the divine existence. During the
present century vast.-adv.ancesba.va been made in scien-
tific researcb. Sometimnes tlme facis brougi te light
thercby have bers used as weapons againsi teieology,
.and in certain qîuarters the scientific spiritlibas beca
inclincd te look ont final causes witlî but il[-concenled
score. Thcism, bowever, may really rcjoice in auveri'
advancc truc science makes, since. in every estab-
lshed scientific fact site finds ncîv matertal te fortify
lier position.

ÏNa. JOHN HALLAM-, w.01 bias paid a recent visit te
England, in a commnunication te the Globe, notes tue
changes coming under bis obseration. He speaks
very plainly and foicibly on a mtucl naedad social
reform. 1 find, hae says, the workzing classes are gai-
îing more alive te their oivn ingéres. The cvii ilmat
is crushiîng thousands in Great Britaint is rum, beer
and whiskey, notniîhstanding the numecrous counter-
acting nidi. The griun faci stares Christian England
in the face thai the sufferings of tha poorer classes
are mainly due te drink. 1 %vas told by some miii.
cwnars that if only flfty par cent. of tha monay spcnt
for intoxicatiflg iiquors svas spant upon tbe actual
necessaries cf lire, sucb as clothîing and proper food,
avery cotton and woollen mill in England could run
foul tima, and evcry nman, ivoman and clîild would
ba conifortably cloîhed and fcd, and ever nc capatble
cf working wvauld bave full emplocyment. When wlit
lime day coma wvbcn the people Witt sec the subjcct in
thi3 liglit? %Vhat are the preachers ofthe Gospel of >
Christ and social reformers daing in this lista te ac-
complsb se desirable an end ? Tite people have
good timaés in thair cwn bands. Fait Trade, Frec
Trade, National Policy and other remedies wiil do
nothing in ccmnparison with giving up spending Ilicir
bard-earrned wages in drink, and spendimg theé moncy
.in evcrytlitng ibat will make their %vives ând families
canifortable and happy without degî-adinig tbeir nian-
beod. But there are signs ofqWxprovement; the

masses ama bcginning te ttîink and aci for tîm-
sclves.l 1VWho îvould have ilicuglit tivcnty years ago
dit wvorkingincn couid have bien ceced te be muni-
cipal couniciliors andi aclicol trustes?

EirNiîiuiýGr, says thie Chrisialcueader, lias lest
one cf tire nîost gcnial, as iveli as useful and highly
respecteti cf lier cititens, and tha Frec Church a
miodern eider, b1 tue dcaili, on liîursday last, in lus
slxty-riftti ycar, of Mr. Davidi Dickson, J.P. The
sluther cfa practical uitile pamiphliet cil tha (luttes of the
cldcrsliip, wviichibas been reprinteti in thea Austraiars
colonies. lie cxcrnplificd in lits lire the lîigh ideal cf
tua oilice presenteti se imp)rcsbivcly : thast anony-
mous meîsscngar te is brctlîren ; and rint only ia the
Neîv North congrégation, cf ivhicb lie hati been ses-
sion clark shmîce 1853, but aise, in tha Caneral As-
sembiy, and on :nany of tlîe Ciîurch's standing ccmn-
meinices, hae wili bc greatiy misseti. The aidait eider
cf the congregation to ivhiclî lie beionged, hae was
aise ils historiant; and front bis able petn pro-
cetedt tîma sketch cf Dr. C. J. Brown, whicb appe.ârs
in "D)isrupîtion WVarthies." Itt tue municipal n1lairs, as
wcll as tia educatienal andi philanthropic institutions,
of bis native clity, Mr. Diîcksorn îook a ivarrit intarest.
Fur severai years ha sat in the tnwn counicil, and
under tua proî-estship of his iriand, MIr. Duncan
M'L.armî, lit ot..uliiccl the office cf cîîy treasutrer. A
nienber cf tîme scioi board, hie interesteti hîmiself
warnily on heliaif ofîbhe poor ; and ona cf bis latest
contributions te out colunins %vas a toucbîng appeal
foundeti on bis intimnte personal acquaintance and
sympatby wvitl struggling but higli-spirited parents,
%vite founti it almost impossible te pay school fces,
and yet could not endure te bc brandcd as paupers.
Along witlî lus brother, Mr. WVilliam Dckson-wliosc
naine isaiso bonourably identified i vth the Frcc Church
-hae li for %veit on te balf-a-entury conducted. the
wlmolesaie staiioncr business whîch they inherited
front tbeir father. Ont of bis sisters ivas the ivife cf
Dr. Andrcw Bionar, the biographer cf MNICheyna, andi
ancîlier %vas marricti te Rev. MNr. Grant of Cavers.

A vrriv wccks ago wa cahicti attýnton tu the fact
tîmat Fulton County, Georgia, hati by a good mia-
jority voted for Prohibition. Tiiose intereztad in the
dlrink trafic are very univilling to ,tccapt the result.
Tite New Y'ork IndeM~ndent says: The liquar mnen in
Fulton Ceuntyincluding tua city cf Atlantahave matie
a desperate effort te set aside the resuit ai the récent
élection in thit county. The Proiibitionists ivon the
day by a mijnriiy cf 223 àgaimîst the runmscllers and
thecir allies. rhesc runiselars first npplieti te judge
McCay, cf tbe Unitedi States Court, for an injoniction
forbidding the Ordinary front dciaring the result of
thecélection ; and thajudga, aftcrgrantinga tcmporary
injunction until hie couid hstar the arguments on the
mits of tIme case, dcclined te nuaka tlue injuniction par.
manant. Tîey tluen appliad te Judge Clarke,of theState
Suparioir Court, andtie lias jusl rendereti a decisica
simular te ihat cf Judge MNcCay. The Ordinary at
once signed and filLdthe éb lection ratures; and tbis
leaves notbing te bc demne but te publislm the result cf
the élection ence a week for four successive wecck;
ant lin Prohibition wil be the law in Fultonî Caunty,
Georgia, unless tue Suprente Court cf tue State shouid
in th. uuîeantirna interpose ils autbority, and other-
wise déeternmin. If local option finaily triumnphs, as
WC bi-pe it wvill, in Atlanta, which is thc stronglhold
cf the rum-powar in Georgia, then it will are long
swaep the whola State. It lias alreatiy conquarati the
langer pait cf the Staga: anti what romuains is te stili
achieve a like success in those coumlis that cantain
the principal cihies thercaf. The principle cf local
option lmas been a grand success in the Soti, and is
sîill narcbing onward te greater victorias. It bas
donc fan more for time lcmpcranca causa ilman the poil-
tical party action cf tha t'rohibitionisis ini the
Northern anti %Vcstern States. WVa think that these
Prohtibitiettisis would do %voit to*study the temapérance
campaign i tua Southi It ccrtainly bias bcen an
cecctive movarnent, and promises-well 1ot thc future
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