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THE LAW OF CHRIST AS APPLISD TU
THE ORDINARY BUSINBSS V& LIFS,

\Cm;m{«{.,

The application of the principle 1s speciauny obvi.
ous in tho sphere of charity ; but it is quite as apph-
cable to business relations. Lloes any one say * Bu-
csuse 1 must love my neighbour as myselt, I must
therefore supply him with goods at halt thetr value, or,
after he has got them, let him off with paying balf the
price?” My reply s that this would be entirely in-

coansistant with my duty to (od, and even to my |

neighbour, as sct forth (n the law ot love. It would,
indeed be a treble wrong, or rathet a wrong 1o every
coacelvable direction. it would not oniy bs bad for
mysell (and the law forbids me to wrong mysell, it it
forbids me to wrong my neighbour ; for it 13 &s my-
self that 1 am to love him), but it would be bad for

[ ot B, but e prco which B willingly pays for the
benchit A does bim.  Buai «t decs forbid cut englching
ourscives at the expense of others , as, fut example, Is
mantfestly dons when an ¥ operatot ” in graln makes
an arhiiuias scarcity 16 the m2 ket for the gurpose of
satsiog the price.  In the legitimate transaction the
protitotl the gramm merchant is the equivaient he ce
ceives for the benefit of busging the grain to thosa
who oeed it , in the other case, his profis arlses from
the loss inflicted on the commanity by his holding It
back from tkem. In all ordinary Lusiness transac-
tions a man sumply gets a falt equivaleat for cortain
services he renders to his nelghbour ; and in render.
ing the service and accepting the equivalent, he is, as
wo have secn, maniealy keeping the law which tells
| i 10 tove bis peighbout as lumsell, but when his
| gan, instcad of being & sewazd for services rendered,
| 43 & penaity pad by bus aeighbour for a disservice

whick he has done him, il 1 seen to bs a serious vlo-

1ation of the 1aw of love.

Ihus we find that the iaw of Chirls, whila It would

the man with whom 1 am downg business, and bad | undoubtediy e death to some nays of making money
for society, and maniestly against the wul of Him | which public opinton only too leebly censures, is the
who “ rules among the inhabitants ot the eanb, and | very afeand sous of aucglumate business. Now that
is ¥ the Author * of orderand * not of confusion.” As | objccuions to the iaw of Chiust havo been dealt sub,
wo remarked at the beginning, nghicousncss i3 the | and us practicabiity mantaned, st semains to show the

broad and deep foundation of the law of Lhnst and
the law of love comes 1n to reinforce 1t and to supple-
ment it, to animate it with iife, to fill 1t with soul ; but
never in any degree to abrogate, annul, or supersede
it. Or wo may put it tn snother way which may be
still more obvious. \When rightly locked at, all legiu-
mate business, honestly doae, 1§ dong on the prnct-
ple of loving one's neighbour as one s selt,  lake the
familiar case of buying at a certain cost, and selling
at an advanced price. Why is the buyer wiling to
pay a higher price than the seller has pud ¢ because
of tha bepefitthe seller does him tn the stape of saning
him the trouble of goinog a distance to get what he
waants, or the waste of buying a larger quanuty than
ke needs, or some such conventence,  itis far beteer,
wmanifestly, for a Leicester man t0 buy a smatt piece
of Nottisgham or Manchester goods at a smail ad.
vance in price than it would be to go humselt to the
maaufacturer in Nottingham or in Maschester, and
then find that to get any he must take ten or a hun-
dred times what he wants, it would, infact, be beter
for him to pay a very much jarger advance than he does
pay, rather than to be left to his own resources in the
matter. But here the laws which regulate trade come
in to cut down the advance to the lowest pount, 5o that
ha pays very little indeed for a great service.  And 1t
may be remarked. 1n passiog, that few ot us realze at
how little cost we obtain the very needful and valuabie
services which are done us on all hands by our acigh-
bours. According to the working of these laws, 1t
comes to pass that the services rendered by theditiez-
eat perzons esgaged in businessare set ofl against each
other in very fair equivalents ; so that, if only stnct
Bonesty be observed, each man gets, in the main, just
what his services are worth—no more, no less. And,
therefore, in demanding and accepiing the fair market
value of what he has to offer, hie 13 literally going upon
the principle of loviog his peighbour as bhamself.

immense advantage of laying stress upon the bhighes,
gatber than on the lower iaw.  \We have aweady indi-
cated 1 & general way the advantage of the mabod
ot Lhrist as on¢ that,snatead of merely lopping off the
| branches, cuts amay the fuots of the uee of evii one
that prefers to deas wub the deep-seated discase
gather than to conhne asienton (o the treatment of nis
outward symptoms , but we May now iook at i some:
what more closely. The causes which lead to com-
merqal immorauty are manly these two— <ovetous-
ness and extravagance , too great cagerness (o gel,
| and 100 great cagesness o spend. LEachof themisa
| spnog ot acuon, which s apt 0 grow into a habit,
| urgiog on hum who wduiges a mih ever increasing
| force. rachot themus® asucam of tendency,” abih
| oot only scaduy becomes ao «dolatary, but whih,
when it has engrossed the Lte, 15 very apil (o0 sweep
away the barniers 10 s pah.  Consaence is a steong
barier to resist the outbreak of the evil waters, but
| when the whoie force of a man's life presses in one
direction, tae bamer nceds to be very strong ndeed

tat stzopger than it s, o1 an be capected to be, in the
average man-—not to give way a1 some polnt, not to
| admit of utue scakages here and there, which speedily
prepare the way for something more sericus, Now,
what does the taw of Lhnstdo! It does act stmply fo1-
ufy the bamer, That st dues , but it does a great deal
| more. icdivenis thesieam of eval tendency, oz cather,
| so chapges 1t that 1t becomes a scam of most bYlessed
| tendency. st nsistaon a man's pouriog hus Lfe into
another channel anogeihes. i cals opon him to
“seek nrst the hungdum of God and his dghtecus-
pess. Thus it not only keeps him from directing Lis
io o such & way as to press and surge aga:ast the
| barrier which consuence €redts against evil, bat a
| a1m3 10 Maks LoDSLICHL asell a mastez passion of the
| sout by insisuog that he shali “ seck st the King
| dom of God and his nghieousness.” And i he do

1f he were dishonestly to ask more, he would be sin- | this, it o eved hoagsuy ury ity it 1 smpossiblo for his

fully turning the balance oa his owm side; 1t he were | C3gSTucss o gel sich to gawm dasgerous

headway.

foolishly to take less, he would be unwisely turning | Heis aot only fortined against temptauon, but kepr
the balancs on his neighbour’s side.  And this shows, | out Of templaucn s #ay, kept 0 a regon of life where

by the way (it is well o note it as wo pass), that 1t s
just as contrary to the law of Chnst for the buyer to

endeavour by undue means to beat down be seller, |

the temptauon 0 anythwg uke deceit o1 dishonesty
cannot reach him.
1t 1s much the same «nh the other great soorce of

as it is for the seller 10 try 0 get more than s worth | femptauon—aameiy, CXLavaganie. The iaw of Christ,
for what he sells, Butthe point we are making now | indeed, auows in modezation the desire to énjoy the
is this, that in fair buying and selling 3 Mman s CAITyIng | goods things of dus iife , but it not only fosbids a maa
out as nearly as possible the avine law, ** Ibou shak | to uwve beyond bis iacome wahih the iowest code of

Iove thy neighbour as thyselt.” And the same pnao- |

ciple applies to all kinds of business {where services
are readered and equivalents accepied, either a3 wages

honesty forbids bim 10 du,, bui it keeps bim far away
from the vulgat mouves to eautavagance. The com
monest of these—namely, ostentation— [t attesly con-

or as profits. But 1t manitesily does not apply to | demus, making &t a firsy daty to bo “meck and

what is famihiarly known as ** speculauve’ buswess. | lowly in neast.’
the upe | gence imposuble to all wbo will, with any honesty,

{ know that it 15 very dithcalt to dniw

11 renders a Lfe of mere self Indal

between leQUMALe 204 SPSCUAUVE business, 20d that | try 10 KCCp ébet its Lest o1 sevond wommandment, to
one who is not thoroughly acquasnted wih what he 1s | say nothung of (he aucmpt o keep them both, with

talkieg about must ke very chary of condcmning thus
or that way of making money, which may szem to um
to partake of the pature of speculauon. But there
can be no mistake in standing by the manitest applica-
tion in all cases of “tbe roy2l law accerding to the
Scripture.
bid us to ennch curseives 1a the crdinary ransacusns
of exchange ; for in thess the gain o} A Is not the loss

© This law, as & have seen, does aot for- |

out which, indeed, 00 one can fauly consider himszlf
2 Chrisuan at all. The atlempt, we say, for It s
very important to notice that the mere attempt, if only
it be an honest and earnest one, to keep the law
of love, will be almost an absolute safegusrd against
any form of disbonesty. Foz the objection might be
arged . luis all very well to say that if a man only

loved God supremely, and his aeighbcur as himself,

dishonesty would be Impossible ; but, seeing that vo
man tan 3o cltber the one oy the other porfectly, what
does 1t all smountto > ® But what we say s, not thar
the perfect keepiog of the law of love, which no ape
can do, but the bonest attempt to keep it, which noy
one can make, will be as near a safeguard as it {s
possible to como to with bumao oature asitls.  The
samo could not be tald of honesty IF 3 man'y
bonesty, lodeed, be absolute, perfect, immovable, biy
consclenco above the reach of all blinding or blunting
or befogging {oflueaces, then it Is quite certain that
such an one will not fall into any doubful practices,
But of what man living can this besald? Or, if it
can bo sald of any, of how very few |

In order to see this mare clearly, let uy distiogulsh
between a priociple aud 8 passion  Principle hay the
strength of ap embarkment, or 3 rork, os the rase
may ba, passion bas the loree of 3 stream or o torrent,
as the caso may be.  Principle belonge to the statics,
passion to tho dyaamics of cbaracter, Now, common
morality looks to principle, and in this it docs wisely |
but it neglects passion, and in this it falls fatally short.
it is qaite sound on the statics of virtue, but its dyea
mics It almost utterly gnores, and just as runnizy
water, If only the current bo strong enough, will wea,
amay 4 strong embapkmeot or even the hardest rock,
s0, If the passions be allowed to get force suficien,
they will carry away any mere principles that may
stand n their way. Now, the law of Christ does not
negle. the statics of tharacter, but it gives special
auentlon to its dynamics. Tt makes much of prind
ple, qulte as much as any moralist can, but it makes
still mare of the passions of the kearr ¢ does not at
all attempt Lo suppress the enthusiasm and energy of
human nature ; but it turns it in a di-ection in which
it can safe'y flow in all its strength ‘umns it In 4
direction In which the more energy and ardour anl
enthasiasm the better for the man himself and for a2t
Interests concerned. Tt forbids *he disastrous passion
for money It forbids the similarly disastrous pas
sion for display. It calls out a passion for God and
his dghteousness. We have already seen bow ou
Savious deals with the ordinary business of life in ‘he
Scrmon 01 the YMount, but before He comes to it, He
says: ‘¢ After \bis manncr pray ye,” and then iur
aishes a prayer. And -u. % a prayer* The first pet
tion, ¥ Hallowed “e thy name ", the second petition,
“ Thy Kingdom come ", the third petitlon, * Thy witl
be done in earth, ag it is in Heaven.” And then, and
oot till then, the petition for daily bread, expressed,
aot only n such a way as to suggest studied modera
tion, but in such a way as to keep in view the claim
of our neighbour “ G've ur this day our daily bread ”
A praget, therefore, which no one cap possibly offer
.0 sip .erity without at least trying to make the glory
of God bis chief ambition, and to keep all selfish de
sue In strict subordination and in suck moderatior as
the golden rule requires. Now, may it not be as
serted, without the slightest fear of contradiction, that
where a man only tried to live a life, the desires
of which are represented in the Lord's Prayer, 7t
would be simply impossible ¢ issue a lying adves
dsement, simply Impossible to make ur encourzge
the maling of a false invoice, simply impossible to re
present goods as better than they really are, or as
having cost more than they actually did zost> Would
st be possible, think you, foz sach a man to have any
thing to do with the getting up of a bubble compary,
a1 to encourage in any way the risking of people's
mosey by kopes of dividend held cut which the pro
jentors know to be absurdly extravagant® Wou'd®t
be possible for such an one to trade oo other people’s
capital, of to expose the property of another to a v'sk
to which that other had not consented® Would it be
possible for such an one to tempt his neighbour to sis,
as Is done by *hose who offer to yor~g mep ip *beir
employmen* commissions on amouats realired from
the zale of otherwmise unsalable stock, without any is.
quiry as to the means by which the said stock bas
been got rid of> Would it be possible for su=ban
one in any way to take advantage of the iguerance or
aeakness of any with whom his business Ted bim to
deal, in order o gain an uorightcous end > Al surb
things would manifestly be out of the rapge of possi
bility for any man who put even the smallest degree
of real eamnestness, day by day, into that prayer which
teaches us what the deepast desires of our bearts

should be.
Tt is gadly to be confessed that there ars Christian

poople—co called, at least—among the vumber of
thoso who are guilty of mean and dishonest practices.




