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va.riety and is the only one I have ever seen eut in this manner. Thrci'
other varieties I bave seen are noV illustrated, they are the 10 cent eut
diagonally and used as 5e., also eut perpendieuiarly and used for sanie, and
the 5 cent eut diagronally, and used for the county postage of two cent..

Numiber six of the plate is an oddity, it is a 6d. eut and used fo& what'
under it is written in red peneil 5 ets. I bave tivo ahnost the same, the
other bas, however, only the figure 5 in red under the haif stamp. Tuet
stainps bave undoubtedly prepaid the letter as the color in -%vhich the .5 et:.
is written shewvs it, red beirig the paid color. Tbey probably originated at
some sniall post office, out of stan.ps and who niarked thein in red as pai-1
letters and sent theni and tbe money for starnps to tbe next post office, or
tbey were griven by sonie one on the road to a mail courier (as was thui
practice t ien, and nowv) with tbe inoney Vo prepay them, and hie marke'l
themn in i ed as prepaid and lbad thieni stamped at the nearest post office.

Ail the split btamups of Nova Scotia are very rare and shouid be greatl.ý
valued by coilectora:. Off the original envelope, t.bey are valueless, and 1
bave been sorely <isappointed mnort tban once on receîving tb-cm in that
condition. Whiic in Nova ýcotia we have noV got those varieties of type,
in stanîps which somne ot1îee counitries bave, stili, we ean inake up. a nuubt-r
of interesting varieties whicbi are unknow%ýn to most coilectors und in nearlv
everv case bave neyer been nientioned in catalogues.

Soine Canadian Postal History.

HE presentation on Satur-day to Mr. W. H. Griffin, the late Deputy 1Post-T master GeneraI of Canada,, wwa, an occurrence of more than passing
interest. Mvr. Griffin is probably the oidest officiai the Dominion haIý.

H1e entered t.be public service as long agro as 1831, and has occupied tliv
position of ])eputy Minister, or actuai biead of tbe postal department, ;iiice
June 12, 18,57-thirty-one years. Tt ba.- falien to tbe lot of few men t('
point Vo so long ani to so honorable a record as that attaebîng to Mr'.
Griffin's naîne.

The changes Mr. Griffin hb witnesbed since 1831, 'vhen lie begran lui*
officiai, career, have been nunierous and sweeping. Tn the year inentioned1
and for twenty ye.ars afterwards the people of "Canada were not bothered
witb postal concerns. The Iniperial Governinent inanaged the post-offlce
a.nd g'ave us ail tbe facilitices it deemed desirable or necessary for thie

excbange of communications. The first officiai to regnilate the postal bu i
ness in wbat is now Canada was no less important a pexson than Benjamin
Franklin, whose juribdiction as Deputy P'ostmaster-Generai extended froîîi
Pennsylvania northward. Franki-yn Lad at Quebee a postmaster named
Rugh Finlay. After the declaration of independence Mr. Finlay receivid
the appointment of Deputy Postia-ster-General for al] Canada. He bad in

Y1791 eleven post-offices under biis mnanagemnent, one as far wvest as Mach-inaw
and one as far east as the Baie des Chaleurs. 11e gave a weekly mail
,between Quebec and Montreal, and a monthiy mail for this Western country.
In 1800 M.George Heriot suceeded to the post. H1e gave Canada twenty-


