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Tlîcy put the hiorse to the wagon, and drove off
over the frozen highwvay whiclî mucli travel had
beaten perftctly snîooth. 0f course their wvho1e
conversation was about what they were to sec lu
Trenton, of tlîcir prospective pets, what tlîcy wvould
do, and how miucli money t.hey would malke another
ycar. Uncle ]3enny underwcnt a crossfire of ques-
tions, and listencd to hopes and fears, inost in-
cessant and diversified. Blut what cisc could such
hopeful boys hc expectcd to indulge in? It ivas
the first real jubilc of their lives, and the ride wvas
maemorible for theic ail.

As they nearcd the city, tliey heard thebeating of
drums and the firing of distant niuskctry. Coming
stili nearer, thc flring continued, and thon Uiîcie
flenny informcd theni that that day was the ainni-
vcrsary of the great battie of Trenton, iwhcn Witsh-
ington surprised and capturcd the 1-essians, and
that the xilitury companies of New Jersey and
Pennsyivania %Yere then holding their annual cele-
bration of tlîat memorable avent, by rcpeating ini
the streets and suburbs of Trenton, the sanie inové-
mento, the saine attacks, retreatsy and surrender,
as in the battie itself. The boys beggeà hlm to
whip Up and get in s0 that they mighit wvitiess the
whole affair, as they hiad bean so shut up at home
as neyer to bave hiad scen sucli a company of sol-
diers together. The oid man, ever ready to confer
a pleasure, hurried up the horse, and had hi snug
at a livcry stable just as the slxam-batfle wvas fairly
under wvay.

Then the boys sawv a bodly of troops marching
doivn State Street. These reprcsented a party of
the Hessians whbo had been suddenly rouited out of
their quarters by tic Continentals. As tlîey came
down, they occaÈionally faced about and dischargcd
their mnuskets at an imegiaary body of the Conti-
nentals cominz, in froni the country. Then n-
other division of Anicricans came down, by a
différent street, upon a second party of the Hes-
sians, exactly as it liad been whcen the real battie
was fought. These aiso fired, as did the Hessiaus,
and for soie ture the cracking of guns rattled
briskly througli i]ie city. Then came bayonet
charges and countercharges, followed by thc retreat
and coîplete surrounding of the Hlessians. Pre-
sently the boys saw them. lay dowyn thoir armis and
surrender to the A mericans on the very spot whcre
the eneîy had surrendcred in 1776. It ivas an un-
expected treat for flic boys to witncss this exciting
exhibition, and for a tume tlîey thouglit nothing of
the errand on wihl they came to Trenton.

As miglit be supposed, the streets wovre thronged
with citizens, wbile the doors and windows of the
adjoining bouses wcre oecupied by spectators of the
scene. The ladies-waved their handiccrehiefs, and
the crowd threw up their bats and shoutcd as
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,they percecivcd the vietory to, bo completo. Wlieu
the Hessians surrendercd, they wiere treatçd 'ivitii
quite as nincl at tention as rebel prisoncrs, of the
present day hiave undeservcdly experienced. In-
stcad of having thciî anms talcea froni theni, thoir
pockets scarched, and being niarched- off to prison,
the Coxtinentals cscorted tiieni to thc neighbor-
ing ULvernis, wvlîere tlîcy got the best kcind of a dia-
ner. It is quite probable tlîeir captors ivere equal-
ly liangry and tlîirsty aftcr the terrible battle they
had fouglît, and out of compliment to their pris-
oners 'ivent througl a similar exercise with toddy-
sticks and carving-knives. The boys were sur-
prised to find, ivlien tic battie was over, that nobody
had bec» hurt ; but liad tlîey remnained in townr
until nightr thîey ivotld have seen a gîcat xnany
wvoundcd mien liîping about the streets, some of
ivhomn appcarcd to hava been shot about -thc head
on in thencck, and who limpcd so badly as to re-
quire both sides of thie pavement to enable thein to,
kecp on tlîeir feet. Thero had been instances of
these wounded mien limping over even into the
gutter. But the boys witnessed none of these ex-
hibitions, thcy thouglît the shani-battle the grand-
est incident of thcir lives.

Beside tlic citizens, thoera wias a large crowvd of
people fromn thie country, who lîad come in to be
spectators of the celebration. Thiough it had bec»
regularly kept up, yct thcy did flot sen to, tire of
it, and llocked in just as regularly as the anniver-
sary camnearounid. Getting out of this dense crowd
Uncle Benny took bis party down Greene Street to
the narrow old atone bridge that crosses the As-
sa,îpink Creck. As the boys ivcre greatly intcrest-
ed in ail they saw, and as thie old man had reccntly
been rcading to theni this part of flic history of the
]1cvolution, no doubt in bis own mind intcnding
to take thocra to sec these vcry thiings, hie pointed
out the bridge as bcing the sanie old one where the
3ritisli ad several times attempted to cross and

get t Wshintonon the heights upc» the other
side of the creek, and that hîcre it wias tiîey hîîd
cadi tinie been driven back iith terrible slaughter.
liera, too, it wias that the 3'oung girls, dressed in
whitel had scattered flowers in the road in front of
the greût hero, and sung their beautiful welcoîe,
wlin lie was passing over the bridge after the war
had closed.

They stpaycd a long whilc on the bridge, listen-
ing to whrat lie said of it, and talking over these
old tinies.

"H Iere, boys," said the old nian, 99is the sanie
bridge, liere are the sanie streetsa on which these
great battles wcrc fought, but the mon 'ivho, fought,
theni are ail gone, not one of thcm, is now alivo un-
less it be a solitary old pensioner. Even thc young
girls are ail gont."l


