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Gray's IIElcgy !-a picce af perfect w~ork-the labar, ta
spcak frecly, of cight years. Edgar l'oc bas himseli led
us bclîind thc scenes into the wvorkshop of bis dim,
mystcrious I Ra.ven," assuring us that it. by no mens
came inta existence at a noti, or ils wild andi haunting
music depending upon the fiw'or of the clouds or ivind,
simc dark, tempestuous night, and yet thcse tivo poems
arc perfcct ai ttheir kind-tîe bcst ai wvhat ta man is
givcn-as good as tliey would have beo had they bcen
composed under thc fitror atone frenzicd hour and, with-
al, pcricctly natural. In bath, as wvas saiti of Irving's
Lyceum Thcatre, Il The art that couccais at t is ovcr ai."
The aid Grcks callcd the [oet the poieles, or makcr.
'Ne do Put dcny> the fiact ai gcnius ; but gcnius ivithaut
toi% andi patience is like the horse as nature bcstawced
him, wi!d upon the prairics. In ail agFes inankinti bas
owed mare to the latter than ta the former. Art incans
skill. and lie that wvould become skillful, fram the circus
boy ta the paiîîýcr af the VTatican, mus" labor andi per-
sevcrc. Many times cre hie becatns pcrfcct, lie must
fallow Ov-d dcalinp, with his first poems, Emcieiu(zris
ignibzis dedi. Oviti tells us that a1thaugh ini bis youth
lie caulti nat spcak, without talking pactry, yet hz:
gave his carlier effarts to the flamecs ta correct. Andi ai
the cantcnaporarics ai Horace, ane boasteti that lie
wvrote twa llundreti verses a day, white bis rival ondy
protiuccd two. N'ow nearly twa thausanti yea-rs have
passeti, and lime bas pranounccd far the ant anti nat
for the athier. Horace anay still dlaimi hiç Alon: Omu1is
MAorar, whilc prabably thc verses ai the marc fccunti
saflgster diti fot survive the loss of thc accampaniment
ai bis zwn fitddie. Il is aid>' by art andi man's dcvice
that tioe diamanti cxists ta serve andi bcautify the warld.
It is rescueti fromn bcing a mere clati.

Now, lt us regard a sermon as a wark ai art, and
«a-ccordingl-y as a ficeld for the c.x.crcisc of labor and
application, andi 'vhosc succrss wvill infallibly bc greater
or lcss accarding ta the amotint of fiinie spent upati it.
Upon th s question of Timesays an eminent writer an
homiletic;--onc %Yhosc sermons wvcre masterly specimens
ai the sacrcd art ai prcaching I "Same af the flrst ser-
mons af a young mani may, wvith ativantage, reccive the
tbaught anti labar ai wceks, anti even manths, instcad
ai days." President Porter, ai Yale College, in %vriting
oi Dr. Lyman Ileechur says that IIhe often spent 1.1£*

.eson a sermon, andi," he addts, *lit was this pains-
taking, this thoroughiness. this patient wvorking' over anti
%vorking up bis mnaterial, iat madie bis sermons madels
ai strcngytb andi perfectncss, anti cffectiveness for a.1l
timcc"

1 think that the la-, upon nctvi>' ordainet men is oftcn
tremiendous, Undaubtedi>' the irst ycar is the most
trying, apart from thct view oi the impending cxarmina-
tian for priests orders, for Mos-t Young clergymen
serm helti by thc ticlusion that nt their ordination the>'
promfised alwav.ys ta preach t1icir aovn sermons, and that
luceir peaplc iviIl talcr.t.. -io ather, anti SO thcy try ta
producc rcgularl' twa sermons a wcck, xwhich is disas-
trous ta thcmsclvcs i marc waiys than une, and also ta,
the cangrcgation. Tivo or thrce discourses pcr month
%vould bc amnple. In order ta, mect the deflciency, ]et
a Young man Cap>' printeti sermons, andi, having re-
hcarsed anti studieti thcm, ]et him annauncr from the
pulpit the natue ai the author, and then procecd ta

deliver thein as bis ou',,. Thie act becomes pcrfectly
graceful if the author's naine is given aut-it is on)>'
common justice ta do it-anti then, iioreaver, na painful
misunderstandings cani arise. It is botter ta copy out
than ta take a book inta the pulpit, %vbicbi looks sovciy.
Alsa, it is unkunti, if îlot disliotiest. ta change andi alter
what another bas printeti as L.is best. If you observe
%vliat you consider defects in -ilitlier's %vork,,y-oir ou'n
compositions are the place ta avoiti them. It is a mis-
take ta think that y-our peuple %vill abject ; hlowevor ex-
cellent your own mnay bc, tbey %vill rallier wdieoiie a
discourse by anollier man, as they iwould accasionall' a
frcslî prcaclicr. 11I tov înany discourse' do you tlîink a
munister caîî get up ini a wee<.?" %vas once asked of
Robcrt Hall. *'If lie is a deep thinker anti condenser,
ane serman:» %vas the reply ; Il If lie is an ordinary,
average man, two sermons; if lie is an ass, lie will pro-
duce ha.-lf-a-dozen."

What %vould bc the glanecs ai a sermon on which a
hundred hours bail honestl>' been spent. which hiat bcîu
six limes re-written ! I thunk that if such an ane ever
came unto being, it utould not bc too much ta say that
it znighit be repeatcde( once a year ini cvery parish a man
miglit minister ini. Yc's, if only in this, a gooti sermnon
pays-that it will bcar re/'eiiion. 1 knoiw an intelligent
andi fairly educateti man, who becard the satme sermon
twicc an a Sundav'. The clergyman with ivlon lie was
travelling (noiv 1 helicve deceabeti) hati iintended ta -ive
it alsa at the third station, but blesitaiteti on accaurit ai
bis camp-anion. The latter, on leaningi this, begged
that lie wvou Id not consider him, since, for bis part, hie
%vould enjay il again. This settled the mater, andi in
bis oivn words, Il My friend i ejayetil that sermion miore
the third time evcn than the first lime-" Aid, ive ask,
bau' is il possible or natural that the peaple should be
able in twenty or twentty-fuvc minutes ta caine intofit/i
possession ai wbiat il costyjou, say iteenl liurs ta put
togctbicr? 1 believe that in cases wherc a pastor's dis-
courses have contintuausly failoti ta intcrest or r.rousc-
idealess aînd duli, anti cxercisung pnincipally @.fter
George llecrbcrt) the virtue ai patience in then tllat
her--hen aIl Iiistory andi biagriply, %vhcn ail the
naîuu.-l %vorlti, %ihen oniels awn porsanali -xperience in
the past andi dail>' passung events in the worid arounti,
when the Biblc itseli, are full afiuntcrest, repletc ivitlu
striking memories andi may ai contribute ta illumunate
bis subjcct; in these tiays ai many books and checap,
gacti church pipe"., gleaining the eartb aven, and laying
t iveck b>' ivcek ever frcsh andi varicd il Iis ct, doing
ibalf the iworl, for himt, by ail ai which tic ma>' illustrate
andi cnlivon. mak-c real anti profitable .zvery subjcct lie is
calleti ta trcat-tliat in such cases il wilI mostly bc raundi
that ffine bas Ilfaileti" the man, through pressure of
othcr duties,aor cisc that lie bas faileti to make gooi ise
ai bis lime, -nti can blame no anc but himsclf. If any-
thing must *"go' il sluould niot bc readung. As tise
Clzzrdi Tintes <atid rcent', "It is af much marc im-
portance that thc parish priest shoulti prcacu useful
sermons anti baid goati classes for fiurthcr instruction,
than that hoe slaulti -cep the accounts ai the penny
bank, or presido at the choir pr.trticc." IFurtber it atid!,
"«But in point ai fact, it is bail distribution ai lime,
rathcr than actual, lack ai lime, whicli makes a con-
flict ai dulies apparent. It is an aid anti truc saying,that only busy people have evcr time ta do anything,
and it is ridiculous ta allcgc that an ordinar>' small
country parish m.-tc:, such dcma-ntis on its incumibcnt:.
time that lic bas no Icisure for rcading."


