
TEIE FALL OP, TUE AZTEC EMPIRE.

the victim liad been a captive taken in war, thle body was deliver-
ed to bis captor, wvho catised it to be dressed and prepared as a
grateful repast for bis friends. Can we wonder that the w'rath
of God should at last overiake a people so, totally given over to
idolatry and ail wickedness, and sweep them as with the besomn
of destruction from the face of the cartli? Could anything be
more lîLirtful in bis sight than this sacrifice of mari once created
in His own image, and sti.l endowed wvith capabilities of serv'ing
him, tlîus offered at the altar of devils ? We rather marvel that
the vengeance i so long delayed, the sword flot sooner whetted.
But the docree hiad gone forth, the avenger of blood is at the door,
a fearful retribution is at band. Montezuma, in the midst of bis
luxurious indolence, is startled by wvhispers of strange and oînin-
ous import-tidings reach the capital of the arrivai of a band of
strangers ; white men of1' great wvisdom and powver, carrying in
their hands the thuiîders uand !igbitning :-by referring to the pic-
ture ýv.-ting, wvhich was the uisual mode oi communication, lie sees
depicted the Span-*ards,-their costumes, arms, and equipments,
wvith, a fidelity that gave bim a real picture of bis opponents.
Horses were then unknoivnt in Mexico ; at flrst the horse and rider
were-supposed to be one, a new and terrible eogine of destruc-
tion ; the wvater bouses, as they called the ships of the strangers,
wvere included in the sketch wbich was to convey the fatal news
to the capital. Montezuma trembled ; lie feit as if bis glory hiad
departed ; bis resistless power overtbrown ; and his kingdoni Iay
under sentence of death and destruction. Again and again did
a prophecy, long since made, retuirt to lîir agitated mind, viz.,
that the posterity of the gozi Metzalcoatt wvere one day to return
and resume possession of the empire of Mexico. A general
feeling, seemns to have prevailed at that pariod that this promise
was about to be accomplislied ; and many of the tribes recognized
in the fair complexion of the Spaniards, their great valor and
superior knowledge, these conquerors whose arrivai had been so,
long anticipated. Tlhis universal belief paved the way for the
approachi of the Spaniards; disarming the hostility of some;

commanding, the reverence of others, and investing the strangers
%with a zzuperstiItousecharacer, which greatly aided their enterprise.

Montreai, Juiie, 185â.
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