
THE PHILATELIC ADVOCATE.

is to advance philabelie interestts ini general,
they should really be the leaders ini reach-
ing out into riew fields anid popularizirig
philately. But, urifortunately, our nation-
al societies are noae of thenm, ia their
proert state, in a position to devote much
time or money ta ariy such abject. 2bleir
memhership, even in tbe case of the very
largest, is boa aniali and bbe interest of the
memnbers themsclves boa lukewarm and
half-bearted ta admit bbc inauguration af
any active campaiga o! education. Wero
it, possible ta build up a really representa-
tive sooeiety emhracirig ail tbe really active
stamp coilectors on bue .American conti-
nent, farmirig a strorig body of say eight
or tea bhousand memnbers, such a body
wonld ho a po-werful factor. Ib could en-
gage in bbc disseiniriation of literature
drawirig the abtentioa of tbc public ta, bhc
pleasures of sbamp collecting in tbe samne
manner as bbc L. A. W. bias sowri broad-
cast the gospel of gaod raads. The distri-
bution on a large scale of attractive circu-
tars and bookiets of a character ta iriterest
outsiders in aur pursuit is sometbing thab
lias nover heen tried. That if properly
done it wvould bring large accessions ta aur
rauks, I bhink thero is no douht.

It would not af course, ho advisahlc ta
circuilate such literature ia a wholly pro.
miscuous way. Business bouses, younig
rncn'is clubs, sehools and coileg<,es, anid bbc
houses of professional mcn and bbc better
class of artisans and mneebanies, these
would ho bbc places ta which sncb bookiets
shiould go. 0f course iL, iouid nat bc
hioped ta caver bbc wvbole of this country
ii anc year, or ia ton, no iatter how inuch
iaoaiey could be brougbb ta bear on bbe
work*. But certain sections could ho
Closen iri wbich ta pusb bbe work eacli

year and this section circularized witlh sa
mucb thorougbriess as the moriey appropri.
ated wvould alloi'. Such a society could
maintain a bureau of publicity, ini charge
of a corrpetent, and resourceful advertisitig
marn, who wouid devote bis timo to bring-
irig the merits of philately as plainly and
farcibly hefore the publie, as hoe wauld
were he exploitirig a new brarid of soap.
Such rnay seem wild and utopian. Col-
léctors ib inay bo argued, are hardly phil-
anthropic enough to contribute gerieraliy
to the support of sucb an undertakirig.
But in reaiity every person ini America, be
ho coilector or dealer, wliose hioldings of
stamps amount to any sumn ab ail could
richiy afford ta contrihute his mite to sucla
a work. We may riot bo in philately for
the sake of mnakiug moriey; wc niay ho the
purest of amateurs ini our phulatelie pur-
suit: but -%vlo amorig us would not ho
glad bo see the morietary value of bis col-
lection doubled or trebied. Amiy great
increase in tbc number of philatelists cari
meari but one thirig: a rise ini values.
Not an artificial, manipulated rise, but a
real tangible appreciation that can ho
safely reckoned as a realizabie asset.

And if it is thus to, the collector*s inter-
est to biellp on bbc work of gatberirig re-
cruits, hiow inuch more is itb to the dealer?
Arid how littie well directed efforts have
the deaiers of America applied to this
wiork. Whiatcver inissionary -%vork lias
heen uindertakei bias heen direcbed
ta interesting the s cblo olhbo y.
Crawforid Capen's iagazine Slarnps wvas
a notable effort in this direction. Great
things were hioped for froni lb; but lb was
neibber alarge enougb magazine, rior cîr-
culated largcly eriougb ta be of army great
value. I'effaps bbe mnost effective thing


