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PLEASANT HOTURS.

| -

e g» bent up under him, hoku g forth

I"on tho hot litsle rquare in front of the
Y usd, he suddenly heard a great noixe
o druwn that called the lung roll.  He
raised hid head,

Persently a lancar on horsebuck came
gl ping drwn the paved street.  He
wng covered with dwwt, and hin homw's
widen und neck wore 1. cked with £amm.
| 8 sarcoly 1ad he gone by when Victor's
tuther +ame ronnis g in from his work
with 1iu hands all 1ed, just us ho has
tukenthem sromthe dye pot,anda ging.

“Tle Germans ave coming! the
Germans ure coming i’

Hin wite gaid ;

“ What, theu ! they will not kill us,
wo nre rato enough.”

“ Indecd, wo nro nots ther,” crind
J the dyer  ‘“They -wilr%i 9 us as
prixoners, sten! all onr food andn{urni-
ture, aud purhaps burn our house dver
-our heads, We are ordered by the
mayor to go iustantly withinthe city
gates, and | am commandid to join the
soldios.” o

Without Victor bLeheld the people
hastensng with all speed: throngh the
city gate, carrying in their myms their
most valuuble things, such as trunks,
vases, clocks, and old chairs, and he
could :not help laughing at their haste
sud fright,

*Come, Victor,” said his mother,
you hud betterclitub upon your futher's
back, und ho will take yuu- to Aunt
1 Therere’s house, where you will be
entirely safo.”

*No, no,” cried Victor; “X can
walk with my crutches  Euch of you
. tako something -that you would not
like to lose, and'I will follow behind"

‘Thé-dyer-and his wife were sccus-
; tomed to obey the cool-headed- ¢hild,
und they accordingly did as he directed.
; _Inten minutes more they were in
t the street, and-the little cottage-door
- wus locked, aud the shutters closed.

Victor bade.adjen to his blooming
' roses, and ‘hobbled away bstwéen hin
: fasher and mothertoward the city gute.
- But all:this tumult was iiseless ; there
were very few soldiers in the pluce, and.
delence was out of the question.
| The mayor had been advised that a

 regimént of Gefwans were within three
i boury’ yide of the town, and-at first he:
| tiought of resisting. ther, but iow*he
[ ‘determined to surrendec the city if: he
wérniaskid to do 80, .

Meinwhile he sent despatches by’
| messugor and telegraph to the tiehrent’

Jjrortions of the .French army, beggitlg’
| then10 come to his assistauce. |
- Iwwlivle while Victor ‘was. safely
placed in-his aunt’s house, and be tpok-
' ‘& positiun where he -could wee all-thut:

4:1: ‘went on..

. ‘Everything and everybody was'inia
‘istle.  Men and women.ran- hiher-
and.thither.  The shutters of: the shopm-
wers bring put up; drums were beating,:
1 bells.were ringing, -and soldiers were.
marehing to and fro. ' i
Bue:great thiugstook -placs. in; sn--
~wther hour, ‘ . o
Victor beheld, to hisintenss astonish-
sment, half-a-dvzen men in bluo:couts,
and' with blue-clothi caps &n thar
‘heads, ‘rido at .a-rapid gallop down the:
the' ‘sun.  They ‘bad brown fices
yellow beurds, and -they. looked.stvong’
and-vigoroge- - FEE

Thews{wére:thb sdvatios of thé mach-

N
ey

p~.-dreade‘d. Germ

One aRernoon, while he wan niuingl

-street ‘with- their lauces-glistening: in}..

ans, &

of Inughter 1o ¢ them run to theit
hounos like rubbita.

But Ly-and-by thero waa heard the

rull of dsnma, and the ground crembled
under a henvy trend, and Vietor noon

nent looking men.  They all had

blanketa slung over their shouldem, |.

and thoy wero all apnttered with mud.
The regitent Lalted » Little way off,
| anp the wen stacked their arme, nak-
ing them nruitle on the puvement.
Tlhen they began to build camp fires in
the street, and to light their lung pipes.
Pretty soon they began to sat gurrds
all nbout the streets, and in a little
while three tall officers cume around;
and knocked ut all tho dours, and. for.
bude the using.of lights in the houre
'nz night, and ordered that no one go
j abroad after eight o'cluck. If lights
| were found in a house overybody
would bo:arrested and severely pun-.
ished,
& What does that mean, mother?”
Victor, with burning cheeks.
n't we have lights1”
¢ Becau
rmnking signaMdito our army in the dis-
tance,"” said the nhether ; while Victor's
little fist shut up tighg.with rage.
Everything was 80° 8
bocame dark! Not-a windqw shawed
acandle, In the streets a fednembers
were burning, and by their Jight :
could see the soldiers, -with their 1o
coats down to -their beels, and. .t

{

hoarse langhter.
The v seemed. to be soldj

from all quarters, ,
People began to agk : “Where are
our soldiers? Why//don't they come.
and. fight theee iptaders? Are they
afraid of them ‘!{
In a little wh
knosked at thef door, and aaid that they:

had a.cart at the door,and they hed.
mude.colfections.‘from‘every:hguu_;

The/dyer protested, but it was no
grood,” -Besides taking the bedding and
the Aood and the milk,. they made the
dygr go with-them.

er:
/‘{ “ How dare you. take: my father

Y'd vhoot you " ;
At this. the soldiers raised theic

] Ianterns abiove their héads, and beheld |

Victor sitiing vpright in- his chair,
lovking very: furious.. They. saw.that,
he-was &.cripple, und therefore :they:
went o with their work "1 if he:were,
not there, and had waid n. hing. . .
This mude- him ‘more. enmged - than:
wver, and “he-resolved -to: do” what! he;
could 0 hurt them, - C.
My belield them takeaway tié gobds,
atigthe beard'his- niother weeping in
‘ihe silent room afier they. wepe gone.

-He had bad. his power taken out of his,
lsndd; his-town hed-been. overrun,
‘uwnd . he- hud: devised & plan.to.capture,
.these intruders, ,
‘gotie, a wolt. knock came-to: the . doar,
"nd it was cautiously-opened by Aunt
Thetete. - +om

" In wulked two gentlemen. ;Suidove
of them : : .

1

. 2 IANN

-

) Peaple fled shrieking before thom.l . L
in biv usunl lace, with his crouked ;-and the Germans broke out into shunts ; to this gentlemnn in privato, and wo , up,

they will suspect us.of |

nge when it |’

shining ‘helmets, walking to nnd/fro;| .l
‘and heur their stiange talk, angfloud;|.w

8 every- |
where.  Drums were bhegdrd on allj’
'hands, and the: rattle of /vheels. came |-

e gome -more soldiers |.n

_wanted two’ muttresses, & quart of |-
witk, and ah armfal of ire-wood. They-|-

“Victor cried out from his: dark cor- |:

away, vou cowards! IfI were strong |
| tesily ook his écutchies and his eap,and;:

_ Now, toe mayor was not ¥ dull man. |

A short tume-after the gqidign;hgd: '

I am the mayor. I want to sprah
cannut taik 1n the sirest in safety, and
1 should liko to ait in your room for a
moment, if there is no ono here.”
 Nu,"” said Aunt Therese, forgetting
Victor for the moment, * there is no

Ho uaw tho peopla who wero going ; Leh Id a segiment of fuot:soldiers cnme | one bero but me, aid youare welcome.
hy stop and ature at each other. [ down the street. They wero not very | [ will go away.”

* Thanl yu,” seid the mayor.
The two gentlomen immediately be-
gin to dic.rq something.

ed on the south side of the town two
rvgiments of French soldiers, and they
-were hidden 1 the woods about two
‘miles ofi On tho other sido of the
town were two m..ro regiaents, abuout,
the same distance off. Now,; when sl
wan ready for both parties to advaidce,
it had bern sgrecd that some dignal
should be given,

Therefora it wan arrangs
single light should be dis
windown, one on the no
city, and one on thg’/south side. It
ad b AT how to show the
light.on the nort}’side ; but the ques-
-tion- was, how swas it to be shown on

Yes,” said Victor, “T have, and 1
:dnow just what to do, My father's
/House is just outside of the sonth gute.
.'u}\d, it has a dormerwindow ‘in the
\grmb that is very high. I can go.

1liyge and make.the signal,;-and no one
the wiser.”

“BubNho guards}” said tho mayor.
“QOt n got past them,” said
Victor., besly when I choose.”

“« And it will
“I don't mind
.want to'know is, whem\]
‘be:shown 1" '
., #Directly,’ responded. mayor.;
48 800n as possible, The lighton the

8o . 20 DB 1

dangerous.”

They quickly agroed that. it would

the task. They closed the door.

¢ They think T at ‘too. smull: We'll
se uboiit that.” | ‘

He crept-out of his chair, and’ noisa-'
.cronnéd the room.

. He got-to-the entry. He opened:
the front door; and peered out. .{?w'ié'.
very durk. He zaw no one He
emerged cerefully upon the step, cloid.
thie doof; érid'Hobbled cairtioualy away.”

He knew.if-he was caught he.would be
‘detained. a8, a prisoner, at'once. Now
‘o hid behifid » flight of sthps, now be-
-hind .« atatus, now hehind:s cart,.and
3 bather’s:pole, He dodged-here snd:
-thére,.al ways: with his eyes:open. . -~
Heicame to.the.gate; There-were:
‘three sentinels. here. Thére. was..one
on -each side, and-ove in the:wvery;
centre. ‘The gate :was open.-. . Here,
-was’s perplexity.  How could-hi-pass:
‘theso‘guards? He reflected. Ifhe
coald.only:get, them:all .on- oube. side,
thed 'be..might. ‘succeed: :in- escaping.-
How washe:to-do.thisd- - . ..

" He suddenly’liit.upon an ides.. -He

Tt appenred that there had appronch- |

|-plutform beside the window,

_}in avow.. Then he thought be wouid.

‘be wrong to trust auch an érrand to.a |
child, and they both aross, and went to |.
‘the'next room to find if there was any |-
one present who was fit to undertake |.ax

“They won't let e go,” said Victor. |

| shouldn’t-wonder-~if' they-fired!at"me.”

*|-moment.

. . Victor mude his.way very cautiously. |

and throw it with all his force
agsinst o winduw in a grocur’s abop on
the other side of tho street,

Th-10 wasa great ciasl, Tostantly
tho three sulliers cucked their rouskets,
und ran thither.

Tue ciast was clear,  Victor aprang
along with his crutches, passed the
critical sput, and in snother moment
he was before his own huu.e.

Ho had been given the key by his
father when they had left the place in
the afternoon, and he now diew.it from
his_pocket aud enteral the little dour.

Hs swpped a poment to smel the
sweet air, and thon went in and locked
‘the doorbeliud him. Then he breath-
ed freely.

He felt his wuy to the cupboards,
and touk fi..m then four candlesticks.
Then be went up the first flight of
staiva, Theso stairs had a doot.at the
top, and Victor, with great difliculty,
pushed several pieces of furniwre |
agsinst it, 8o that it could notbe open-
ed.. Then he proceeded to the garret.
He barricaded this door also, ,

He was now alone in the top .of the
house. Far, far above him was the
roof, ‘which came to a point forty feet
‘ovorhead. Suventy fest over his head
was the dormer window he had. told
the mayor -of. Any one could reach
‘this -window by going up a ladder.
Victor Isid bis crutches down, and be-
‘gan.to work himself up this awkward
pair of steps.

. Heo had to toil, for ‘his weak limbs
‘could scarcely -support him ; but he
finally -succeded, and resied on the

Then he produced his tallow candles-
and the cundlesticks and a box of Juci-
fer matches. He arranged the candlis

look out of the window before he lit
them., He cautionsly raised the sash.

one could see from-here & most beauti- -
fal valley filled with viilages, -and
watered with beautiful streajs,-bnt:
.now Victor could see nothing. .. He
heard, however, many things: - ¥irst, .

_thh\sound.of rattling waggons, ‘then
wpling of hor-es_and:the .calls
ivers, Now and--theén.there
e.a drum besat, and. ilow.
20-the ring of. some muxkethatt,
it Same.doxn upon the pavement.:
- % Ah;said Victor, «* these:Gérn
-are’away: -out: there;, -are -they¥. 1

-Hé:looked-around. No, not & -light..

*the soldiers would rush into the-house: |
(if theyp-coult) and'he would ba ternbly -
‘treated,  Perhaps -they. -would::shoot.
“him. N AR §
8ill, he trambled. He felt . a cold-
perspiration comie out of his skin, -He -
shut down the window. Then he took
4 mutéh inhis shiking huad, sad!trl

ithird; Itbarned well. - . . =]
»He lit- the- first. -canidle, then the :
rsecond, then the third: He. could not-:
‘light ‘the fourth because-the: wick: was-.

.glave of light-stredming otit of the wit: -

felc around, on the. ground for-a‘stcne..

A few séconds ‘passed;. ~Then -the- ]
lightwas discovered: .A-¢rash of the's

.
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—The air-was cool. In the daytime ||

o sound of -voices in the street, then: | |.

<ns-J1-

‘was -to’ be. gesn.  It..was & -critical- |}
, ~Vietor well' might. tave |-
quailed: ‘When he hghted. hisicandles::|]

‘to-strikeit. It broke. Then he taed|-
:ariother, buc it went-out, He tried aw
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,cut-off cluse, There-was now a bright- |

dow. - Victorheard his hears o thamp 1t
thamp!  Hoe drew buck as far-as<he-|

could. He was waiting. All' waa |
silent. AR A SR

%

l Ho found one. He then silontly stoad
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