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PLEASANT HOURS.

HILDREN.

TS OME to me, O yo children !
: For 1 heard you at your play ;
Aud the questions that perpleved mv
Havo vamshed qaito away.

Yo open the eastorn windows,
That look toward the suu,

W hero thoughts aro singing swallows,
And the brooks of morning run.

In g-ur hearts are the birds and the sun-
shine,
In vour thoughts that brooklets flow :
But in maue the wind of autnmn,
And the st fall of snow.

O what wounld the world be to us,
If the cluldren were no moro ¢

Wo should dread the desert bound as,
Worse than the dark b fore,

What the leaves are to the forest,
With light aud air for food ;

Eru thicir st aud teuder jtces
Have beey hardened into wood—

That to the worlit are children ;
Through them, it feels the glow

Of a brighter and sunnier chmato
Than reaches the trunk bolow,

Come to me, O ye children !
And whisper in my ear,

What the lurds and the winds are singing,
la your sunny atmospbere.

For what are all our contrivings,
And the wisdom of our books,

When cutnjared ath your caresses,
And thoe gladuess of your lools §

You ars helter than all 1« ballads
That ever were sung ot said,

For ye are Liviug poems,
Arnlalltlc nostoare dead.,

H. W. Longfellow.

NEWFOUNDLAND DOG.

Tug dog belongs to the samo family
a5 tha wolf, fox, snd jackal.  But our
noble Newfoundland is very differeat
from auy of these. Ho is intelligent,
truaty, and kind, a special favourite
with children, and a good-tempered
play-mate. They will bear almost any
amount of mauling about bytheir littlo
friends,  Their toes are partially
webbd ; 80 that thoy are by far the
begt swimmers of the whole tribe of
dogs. They havo many a time saved
haman lives by their heroism in
rescuing porsions who were exposod to
the peril of drowning.

TESTS WITH ALCOHOL,

IN the performance of feats of
strength and endurance, as in the caso
of Weaton, the famous pedestrian,
aleohol has been avoided; and in the
harvest-field and the workshop, and
with contestants in ancient Roman
games, tho advantagq has ever been
with abstainers. Tho most conclugive
tests have been in armies in severe
warches, where accurate observations
on a large scalo have been made by
intelligent medical and commanding
officers. In all such tests, whether in
hot or cold climates and seasons—in
Africa, Indis, Russin, and United States
—1in our own country, and everywhere,
it has been shown that those soldiers
who abstsined from alcohol could
accomplish and endure more than those
who indulged in it, however modeor-
ately or frecly.

— O —

Saip a Moorish caliph:  «Fifty
years havo clapsod gince I became
caliph. I have riches,
honours, pleasures, friends—in short,
overything that a man can desire in
this world. I have reckoned up the
days in which I could say I was really
L happy, and thoy amount to fourteen.”

THE EARTH AS A STAR.

IT . a8 & boautiful summer’s night.
Unc] John and his young visitors had
bean 1.aking o visit to a friend at
#omo Cistance, and ag they wote walk-
ing home together, George began to
talk about tha stars, and Frank tried
to count them,

“ What » strango thing a star is,”
said George ; “ I often think of Ellen's
rhymo:

Twinkle, twinkle, little star,
How 1 wondor what you are.”

‘“ No noed of wonder,” said Uncla
John; “at least, no moro reason for
wondoring at a star than at a dnigy.”

 But, unclo, dear,” said Ellen, «“ we
know 8o much more about a daisy
than we do about the stars,”

“That may or may not be,” was
uncle’s answer. ¢ Have you nover
been introduced to a star-—never made
a star's acquaintance §”

“ How could we, unclo?” asks
Frank. ¢ Thoy are so far ofl.”

“ Not all of them.”

¢ Which is the nearest star to us§”
asked Ellen.

¢ That one on which you aro now
moving,” was uncle’s answer. “Our
earth i8 one of the star family, of
which our sun may be called the head.
We may learn a good deal about a
family by knowing ono of its members;
thereis a family likeness in stars a3 well
agin human creatures. Regarding our
system as a family of stars, can any
one of you recollect the names of its
membera$”

George was ready with the answer:
‘ Mercury, Venus, Earth, Mars, Jupi-
ter, Saturn, Uranus, and Neplune.”

“Yes, these are the principal mem-
bers of the family ; but the smaller
members are still more nurierous.
There are Juno, Ceres, Vesta, Pallas,
and others ; in addition to which there
aro secondary kinds of planets—such
ag I should be inclined to call the
servants of tho family, but which
astronomers have called satellites or
moons. Some of the plancts have
several moons ; Jupiter, for example,
has four. We have but one. Rath,
you remeomber the lines in Milton,
about the * Queen of the Nightt'”

Ruth repeated : .

‘¢ Now glowed tho firmament
With living sapphires ; Hosperus, that led
The starry host, rode brightest, till the moon,
Rinng in clonded majosty, at length,
.Apgatcnt queen, unveiled hor peerless light,
And o’'er the dark her silver mantle throw.”

“Thoso versos are very pretty,”
said Frank; ¢ but who is Hesperus$”

v H " George answered di-
rectly, ‘“ means the planet Venus, the
brightest star in the gky.”

“It is not 8o bright as the moon,”
said Frank,

“Jt is in reality,” said Uncle John,
“but the moon i8 80 much nearer to
us than the star you mention that it
appears to us to be much more brilliant,
and certainly gives us more light ; but
judged by this standsard, a gaslamp
would give more light than either, to
read or work by.”

« I suppose,” said Lizzie, « that tho
sun is larger than the moon.”

“Yeg; if it would take forty-nine
such bodies as that of the moon to
muke one of the bulk of the earth, to
make ono of the bulk of the sun would
require more than fifty million.”

“But they look very much about
the same gize,” said Frank.

“*They do, and that is saccounted

for by the differcnco of their distance
from our earth ; the farthor an objest
is removed, the smaller it appears to
our gaze ; now the sun’s distance ex-
ceads tho moon's by sbovo four hun-
dred times.”

“Do you romember, uncle,” said
Frank, “about tho two old men dis-
puting which was the most useful, the
sun or moowL, and settling it that the
moon was really the beat, becauso it
shined in the dark, whereas tho sun
always shined in the day-light, when
it was not wanted "

“Yeq,” I havo heard tho story, and
the poor man had appearances in his
favour. He only know what ho saw;
ubout the principles of astronomy he
would have to say, ag tho witty school-
boy did when posed by a diflicult ques-
tion, ¢Short of information on the
topic.” The man did not know that
wo should never havo what we call
daylight without the sun; and that
the moon’s light was merely lent to it
by the sun.”

“ How do you mean, uncle,” askoed
Lizzio, “ that tho sun lends its light to
the moon t"

‘“I mean that when the sun no
longer shines in our part of the world
its light is thrown into the surfaco of
the moon, and from the moon reflocted
back tous. Tho moon does not give
light ; it merely reflocts it.”

‘] ghould like to go to the moon,”
said Frank, very seriously.

It would be a long journey—about
twolve months, at tho rate of sixty
miles an hour, twelve hours a day!
And the end of the journey might
gscarcely roward your toil.”

« 1 wonder what sort of a placo it
ig?"” said Frank, in an absent way, as
if he had some idea of starting om the
journey. ‘I should like to know. I
wonder whether one could go in a
baloon.”

“No, certainly not; but you may
go through a telescopo. By holp of a
powerful {clescopo, a building as high
as St. Paul's would be readily dis-
cernible on the moon’s surfaco, If
there wero pecple on the moon, who
knew how to use lenscs, they might
discover geveral buildings on our earth
—cathedrals and pyramids—and might,
i thoy liked, read learned papers
about them, at the meetings of some
Lunar Royal Society. However, from
all that we can learn about the moon,
it does not appear that we should find
any society at all. It scems to be a
barren rock. Those cloudy appear-
ances, which the children sometimes
call the foatures of the man in the
moon, are in reality deep wvalloys or
tho shadows of lofty mountains, Sup-
posing that wo could reach tho moon,
wnd wander over its surface, it is
possible we should be more alarmed
than gratified. 'Wo should find moun-
tains of awful height ; huge masses of
rcek, with bare summits and rugged
flanks, i inibo an altitude of soversl
miles ; we should find these rocks torn
by fissures, and jagged blocks of stone
hurled in .confusion at their base: wo
might ascend one of thise mountains,
parched with thirst, almost blinded
by the intolerable light of the sun, our
hands {orn and bleeding, and reaching
the top in hopes of finding & plessanter
descent and more fertile country on
the other gide, shake with terror at tho
sight of a procipice thousands of feet
deop—s circular procipico that shuts
in an immensoe extent of bleached,

of groen, uorofroghod by a drop of
water. Placod on siWeh & summit,
looking down into & blaokness of dark-
ness that no eye could penotrate, or
gazing with awe at a gigantio moun.
tain rising in the centro of the inclosod
spacs, tho stoutest heaxt would quail
1 am not,” said Unole John, *draw-
ing a fanoy picturo -whon I deacribe
tho rocky desolation of the moon.
This has been placod boyond a doubt,
The telegcope has shown us much;
photographers have ‘taken the moon's
likonoes, and then, by tho aid of mag-
nifying lonsss, men of geience havo
wandered over it At ‘heir loisure.
Believo me, Mastor Frank, for vigiting
the moon the telescopo is the best
conveyance.”

“Then there is no living thi
much less a man—in the moon 1 gaid
George.

“(ertainly not ; there is no air, no
water, nothing but ragged rook.”

“ My respocts to the moon, then,”
said Frank; it will be ag well for
mo to stay where I am.”—S. S, Vssitor,

HOW BOYS MAY SUOCEED.

Ir you have no loaning towards a
trade, and no work offers at home, you
must find it elsswhere. If you do not
want to end your days as a labourer
you must make up your mind in
advance of any s%p to bo diligent and
faithful—to be honest and economical.
By observing the first three maxims
you will hold any place you may
secure, and have tho good will of your
employer to follow you into new fields.
By observing tho fourth you can, in a
few years, accumulate sufficient capital
to enable you to enter wto business
for yoursslf.

What boys have done other boys
can again accomplish, Kight out of
every ten of our rich*men were poor
boys and made their own way. As
for those who began life with plenty
of money, uot ono ont of eight has
been anything like a success. Detroit,
Clevoland, Buflalo, Albany, St. Louis,
and every other city containg men who
began life by working for smaller wages
than will ever be offered to you, and
who are now worth from 850,000 to
$1,000,000 apieco. Some of the old
growlers will tell you that it was all
in luck, Don't you begin your career
by believing in luck. It leads to the
poor house by the straight road.
What the lazy man calls luck is simply
diligence, economy and management.
Pick out the laziest, poorest man in
your town and you will find him
growling about luck,. When he comes
to explain his career you will see that
he planted potatoes and waited .or
luck to come around and hoe them
while he sat on the grocery steps and
talked politics. The ll-luck he growls
about has come more through his own
ghiftleasness and bad mansgoment than
from any other cause! Diligenco
makes luck ; oconomy makes luck ;
honeaty wakes luck. It is too late in
the day to mako the world beliuve that
somo folks were born to bo rich and
others to be poor. It rests solely with
the boy and man,

Nino cases out of ten the boy who
is thoroughly deturmined to make
something of himself will sncceod. Hs
may have to encounter rough usage,
but the rese'.udon which carried him

oat into tho world will carry bim

barren country, unrelieved by a glimpse | safely through any crisia.
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