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OoN TRINITY,

4 There are threc that bear record in heaven, the
Fathery the Word, end the Moly Chost ¢ and
these three arc one—1. Joha, v. 7.

1. Wisarsoeven the generality of people may
think, it is ceitqin that opinion is not religion':
No, not right opinion, assent to one, or to ten thou-
sand truths.  “There s a wide diflerence betueen
them: even right opinion it us distaut from relis
sion as the Fast is {rom the West.  Yersons may

quite yight in their opinjons, and yet have no
scligion at all. And on the other hand, persons
may be truly religious, who hold many wrong opi-
niong, Can any one possibly doubt of this, while
there are Homanists in the world?  For who can
deny, tat only that many of them formerly have
been truly religious, ¢as Thomas a Kempis, CGre-
gory z, and the Marquis de Renty,) but that
wnxny of them, even at this day, are realy inward
Christians 7 And yet, what an Leap of erroncous
opinions (o they lold, delivered by tradition fromn
their fathers! Nay, who can doulit of it while
there arc Culvinists in the wotld?  Assertors of
absolute predestination? For who will dare to
affirm that none of these are truly religious men?
Not only many of them in the Jast century were
butuing and shiniag lizlts, but many of them ars
now real Christians, loving God 2nd all mankind,
And l&:, what are all the absurd opinions of all
the anists in the world, compared to thatone,
That the Gad of love, the wise, just, merciful
Father of the spitite of all flesh, has, from all cter-
nity, tixed an absolate, unchangeable, irresistible
decree, that part of mankind shall be saved, do
what they will, and the yest damned, do what
they can!

2. Heace, we cannot but infer, that there are
ten thousand mislakes, which may consist with
real religion : with regatd to which every candid,
considerate wan will think and let think, Dut
there are some truths mote impartent than others.
1t seems theze ate some which ate of deep im-

rtance. 1 do nottesrm them fundamertal tiuths ;
z:uuu that is an ambiguous wotd : #nd hence
there have been samany warm disputes, about the
numbet of fundumentals. But surcly there ure
somne, which it nealy concerns us fo know, ns
baving 2 close comnection with vital religion.
And douldless we may rank among these, that
eontained in the words above cited: € There ase
Three that bear record in heaven, the Father, tie
x.'an}’, and the Holy Ghost, and these Three are

ae.

3. 1 do not mean, that it is of impottance o be-
licve tins or that explication of these words, 1
know niot that uoy weil-judeing man would at-
tewpt to expliin them at all. Oune of the best
tracts which that giest man, Dean Swilt, ever
wrole, was bis sermon upon Cie “Trin'te.  Herein
he shews, that all who have endeavoured to cx-
plainit at ally have utterly lost their way—bhave,
sbore all cther persors, huit the cause which
they intended to promete; having only, as Job
says, % datkencd counselby words without knovi-
ledge.” Tt was in an evil hoa, that these cx-
plainers began their fivitless work. T insist upon
no explication at all; no, not cven on the hest 1
ever maw; I mcan that which is given us i the
Creed commonly atcribed to Athanasine, { am
far frem saying, lle who does pat arsont te this,
“shall without donbt prtish everlastinzly.”  For
the sakt of that ansd another clzuse, I, for some
time, scrupled _sataciixing (o that creeds GH 1

comnidered, 1, That these scateaces only relate to

wilful, net inveluntary uchelicvers: tothoss whe, | them all,
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hiaving all the meanz of knowing the tiuth, ne-
vertheless, obstinately rejectit; 2, ‘Uhat they re-
tate enly to the substance of the doctriue there
delivered; not the phitusophical illusty ations ofit.

4. 1 dare not insist upon any one’s using the
word  Lyinity, or Persun. I nse them myself
without any seruple, because § know of nonc het-
ter.  Mut if any man has any scruple cancetning
taem, who shall constrain him to use them? 1
canpot 5 much less would 1 burn a man alive, end
that with moist, gieen woed, for sayingz, ¢ Though
I betieve the Futher is God, the Son is God, wnd
tie Moly Ghost is Gody yet 1 scruple using the
words I3 trily and Persun, because J do not find
those terms in the Bible.” These are the words
which merciful John Calvin cites as wrote by
Scrvetus in aletter to himself, I would ifnyist
only on the direct words unexplained, justas they
liein the text: ¢ There ate Three that bear re-
cord in heaven, the Father, the Word, and the
Holy Ghost : and these Three ate One?

5. 4 As they lie in the text :-<But liere arisas
a question, Is that text genuine?  Was it origi-
nally written by the Apestle, or inserted in later
ages? Nany have doubted of this: and, in par-
ticular, that great light of the Ctuistian church,
lately removed to the chutch above, Hengelins,
the most pious, the most judicious, and the most
{aborious, of all the modern cominentators on the
New Testament. For somz time he stood in
doubt of its authenticity, because it is wanting in
many of the ancicnt copies.  But his doubts were
removed Ly three considerations, 1, Thut though
it is wanting iu many copies, yet it is found in
mote, and thoie, copics of the greatest authority ;
2, Tlatitis cited by a whole train of ancicnt
writers, from the time of $t. John to that-of Con~
stantine. This arzument is conclusive : for they
could not have cited it, had it not then hicen in
the Sacred Canon. 3, That we can easily ac~
count for its being after that time wanting in ma-
ny copies, when we remember that Constantine’s
successor was a zealous Arian, who used every
mean to promote his bad cause, to spread Arian-
ism througliout the empitc: in parlicular, the cra-
sing this teat outl of as izny copics 3s fell into
lis hands.  And he so far prevailed, that the age
in which le lired is commonly stylsd, Seculun
Arianury, the Arian Age—there baing thea only
one eminent mzn, who oppesed him at the pesil
of lis life. So tnat it was a provesh, ¢ Athana-
s1zs contra mundien s Athenasias against the
world.

G. Butil is ohjected, ¢ Whatever becomes of
the teat, we cannot belicve what we caniot
comprehend.  When, therefore, you sequire us
to belicve mysteties, we pray you to bave us ex-
cuscd.??

Here is 2 two-f0ld mistake. 1, We do net re-
qaire you v helieve any mystety in this, where-
2%, you suppose the coutrary. But, 2, Yoz do
already belicve many things which you canaot
comprehiend.

To begin with the Istler. You do already be-
licve many things which you cannot camprehend.
For you belicve there is 8 sua over your hezd,
But, whether he stand still ia tha midst of Wissyse
tcm, or not only revolves on his own axis, lint
“rejoiceth o5 a giant (o Tun his course;” yvou
cannot comprehend cither oae ot thie othier,  How
e moves, of how he tests: by what power, what
natural, mechanical power, is he Lpheld in the
flaid ether ! You cannot deny the fact; yet you
caanot acconnt for it, %0 as to salisfy any ratienal
enquirer. You may, indecd, give us the hypo-
thesis of Plclemy, Tycho Brahe, Copernicus, and
twenty moze. | have read Them over and over :
Lam sick of them—1 carg aol three staaws for
s
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“ Each new solution Lut or.ce more affurds
New chae ge ol terms, sud scaffolding of worde
1n vilur grb my qu-sijon ¥ receive,
And take my doubt the vety same § give.*?

Still 1 iasist, the fuct you believe : you cannot
teny.  But the manner you cannot comprehend.

8. You belicve there is such a thing as light,
whether flowing fiom the sun, or angrother luwmi-
nous body. But you caunot comprehend eithes
its nature, or the tnznner wherein it flows. How
docs it move fiom Jupiter tothe earth in eight
minules—~two hundred thousand miles in a mo-
memt?  lHow dothe raysofa candie brought into
the rvom, instantly disperse into every corner?
Again—}ere are three candles, yet there is but
one light. lixlrlaiu this, cnd twill explain the
Threc-One Ged.

9, You belicve there is such athing as atr. It
both covers you as a garment, and

¢ Wide it terfus’d,
Embraces round this florid carth.”

But can you comprehend how? Can you give
me asatisfactary account of its natute, or the
cause of ils properties?  Think only 6f one—its
clasticity. Can you account for this? It may
be owing to electric fire attached to each particle
of it—it may not: and neither you nor 1 can tell,
But if we will not breathe it till we can compre-
hend it, our life is vety wnear its period.

10. You believe there is such a thing asearth.
Here, you fix your foot upon it. You are su
ported by it. But do vou Comprehend what it is
that supports the earth t ¢ O, an clephant,” says
a Malabarian philosopher: ¢ and a bull supports
him.?  But what supports the bull ?  The ladian
and the Hriton ate equally at 2 loss for an answer,
We koow it is God that ¢ spreadeth the north
over the cmpty space, and hangeth the earth o
on nothing.” ~Thisis the fact. Buthow? W
can account forthis? Perhaps angelic, bat not
human creatures.

1 know what is plansibly said concerning the
powers of projection and attraction. But spia aa
line as we can, matter-of-fact sweeps away our
cobweb bypothesis. Conncct the foree of projec-
tion and attraction hiow ycu can, they will never
produce a circulat motion, ‘The moment the pro-
Jected steel comes witlin the attraction of the
maguet, it does not form a cutve, but drops

down.
ou have 3 goul. «Jleld

11. You beliere
there,? says onz: ¢ | balieve no such thing. 1f
you have an immaterial soul, 55 have the L]
102.7 1 willnet quarrel with any taat think they
have; nay, 1 wish he could prove it. And sure-
lyy [ would rather allow fhemn souls, tban [ would
give up my owa. In this I cordially concur in
the sentiment of the honest heathen, Sierro, k-
benler erro; ct me redargui recusem. I 1
c1ry Lerr willingly : and I vehemently refuse to
Le convinced of it.  And, T trust, most of these
wha do not belizve a Trinity, 2rc of the sama
mind. Detmit me then to goon.  You balieve
you have a soul connected ‘with this house of
clay. Rutcan you comprchend how ¥ Whatare
the ties that wiite the heavenly fame with the
carthly clod?  You understand juet nothing of the
matter.  So it is: hut how, none can tell,

12. Yocusurcly belisve you have a body,
ther with your soul, and thot each is Jependent
cn the other.  Run only a thom into your hand:
iramedistely pain is felt in your soul. On the
other side, is shame ‘%elt in yourseal 7 Instantly
a blush ovcrspreads your cheek. Does the soul
feel fear or vioient anger ! Presently the bedy

trembles.  These also are facts which yeu canaet
deny : nor can you account for them,



