
84 UNIONý\ OF TIIE COLON~IES 0F BRITISII NORTII AMERICA.

of proceduire, attendcd by wltat l3nitislt
Anicricans will ever consider an indefeusi-
bic disregard of'lier owa niglits and intcrests,
oa fte part of Great Britain, flic grasping
reptiblie, iii 1846, obtained a portion of
Ore-on, thcreby reaclirg flic Pacifie Occan
ani ateqtiiritie a furtîter immense incrense of
valualfle territory. On thiein Soutîtera
froxîtiers, flic United States lias pursucd a
svstieni of ianuxualion, soinewliat different,
lait nuo less sitecessful. For sonme years pre-
vioi to IS3ti6, a number of ".Anierican"
citi-zelis-eaîîtiolus pioneers of a class of men
whlt lt:îve sinee becoine more daring in titeir
Mo0veitients, antd have acquircd a wide noto-
riety, iixuler the naine ofjilibiisticiros-puslied
tîteir w:îy Sotuttwads into ftic sparsely po-
pulated Mexican. territory of Texas. Upon
finingii flinselvcs sufllciently strong to risk
the attetnpt, tltey raised the standard of
revoit against the Mexican, Governmnent.
Assistcd by large bodies of volunteers wvho
floed to thle scene of action, from ail parts
of the United States, flic nebels did not have
f0 eontcnd very long against 31exico, imipov-
erishied and demonalhzcd as she wvas by a quar-
ter of' a century of civil war. Texas became
ain independent country, and, in 1845, that
territory was ainicxed and formcd anotîter of
the United Stafes. 13y this series of adroit

maouveMexico lost one-fifth of hier ter-
rifory; and the United States gained an
addition nearly equal f0 one-fiffli of -What
flhey previously lîeld.

Throughout tiiose regions of impcrfcctly
exploncd wilderucss, wlicre na.tional boundary
lines are not so intiimately known, or so ac-
curatcly defined, as in Europe, tîtere cannot
be mîti difficulty, Nvlien flic desine is flot
wanfing, in naisinri a dispute relative f0

land mairks. So it w-as 50011 discovcned,
bofli in the United States and in Mexico. A
dispute. tunning miainly upon the question of
flic South-WeVstera boundany of Texas,
bronglit tue two countries into actual hostili-
tics; and thc year 1S46 saw an Anierican
invading arny cross tlicRio Grande. Iftfli
M1exican contesf with flic Texian nebels w-as
shlort and decisive, this one W-as stili more
so; for Dlow M.exico, -cakcr and more dis-
f racfcd internally tItan ever, liad tlic w-bob
of flic Unitecd States as lier avow-cd cnrnv.

Part of the price, at which site purchascd
pence, wvas the disposal of ajust onie-tîtird of
lier whole rcmainittg territories wltich wvcnt
t0 increase the wcalth and power of lier in-
satiable neighibor and cneiny, and whieli
forms rather more titan oue-sixthi of the
whlole territory now possesscd by tite United
States. Jly the peace of 1848S, the latter
country acquired the fertile, gold-b)eariitg
California, -%itlt a ivider and nmore valuable
fronlage on the Pacifie, and the large terri-
tory of New Mexico, opexîing into the lieart
of Mexico an unobstrueted rond for further
and future conquests. Wltoever lias observcd
flic course of events, in tliat quarter, since
the peaee of 1848, cannot suppose if iwill lie
very long before sucli furtiier conqucsts will
be attempted. Ve have but recentiy seen
an attcmpt miade to petpetrate upon Cuba,
another revolution on flic Texian principle.

Titis rapid growth. of flie great North
.American republie, is frauglit witi -painful
considerations, to the Blri h Ainerican peo-
ple-tle more so froni their observation of
flic means by whieh fliat growth lias, in a
great measure, been effected. B3ut apart
froni ail consideration of the nuas by whieli
the Uniited States have aequired flie vast
territories and consequent polîtical strength
tliey 110w posscss, one wouldl naturally sup-
pose tlîat fthe niere faet of sucli an acquisition
would be suficient to give serious concern t o
the BrUi.lii 7itiof. In 1783, fliose States
were eontained wvitliin an area of less flan
390,000 square utiles-the wltole States and
"Territories"I togetîter oeeupying but 720,-

000 square rniles-and contained a population
of flot more titan 2-ý millions, lu 1854,
fliey haive a f crritory of 2,750,000 square
miles, and a population of over 2-4 millions.
The gro-wfh of tlic Russiant Empire, in terri-
tory, population, -%ealtli-in power gcncraîly,
during a period of 150 years, lias itot equalled
that of tf l "American" hI epublie, for a
space of less than ialf of tîtat tinie. Great
l3ritain lias be-un to feel serious alanm lest
flic Ilussian Autocrat sltould, by crossing
nearly '2,000 miles over ftie savage deserts of
Central Asia, attempt a conqîtcst of thc
Anglo-Indian Empire. It is soinewliat singu-
Ian that site slîould entertain no apprehen-
sions, lest the democratie PocNve of fthc United


