IISTORY OF THE WAR OF 1812.

5

581

large and extensive wood on his right, from
whieh he commenced a canonade on us from
his field-picces, and drew up his men he-
bind 2 thick paling, where he appeared de-
termined to make his stand.  Our ficld guns
answered his with an evident advantage;
and so soon as Colonel Brooke had made the
necessary dispositions, the attack was order-
o, and exccuted in the highest style possi-
Me. The enemy opened his musketry onus
frem lis whole line, immediately we ap-
preached within reach of it, and kept up his
fire till we reached and entered the wood,
when he gave way in every direction, and
was chased by us a considerable distance
with great slaughter, abandoning his post at
the Meeting-house, situated in this wood, and
leaving all his wounded, and two of his ficld-
guns, in our possession. '

“ An advance of this description, against
saperiornumbersof an enemyso posted, could
rot be cffected without loss. I have the
honor to enclose a return of what has been
sufiered by those of the mnaval department,
aeting with the army on this occasion ; and
itis, sir, with the greatest pride and pleasure
Ireport to you, that the brigade of seamen
and small arms, commanded by Captain
E. Crofton, assisted Ly Captain Sallivan,
Money, and Ramsay, (the three senior com-
manders with the fleet), who commanded
divisions under him, behaved with a gallantry
and steadiness which would have done honor
ta the oldest troops, and which attracted the
admiration of the army.  The seamen under
M. Jackson, master’s mate of the Tonnant,
attached to the rocket brigade, commanded
i7 the first-Licutenant Lawrence, of the
marines, behaved also with equal skill and
travery. The marines, landed from the slaps
ander the command of Captain Robyns, the
sanior officer of that corps, belonging to
the flect, behaved with their usual gallantry.

*# although, sir, in making to you my re-
jort of thisaction, I know itisright I should
wnfine myseif to mentioning only the con-
¢ast of those belonging to the naval depart-
zint, yet Imay be excused for venturing

further to state to you, generally, the high
admiration with which I viewed the conduct
of the whole army, and the ability and gal-
lantry with which it was managed, and
headed, by its brave Colonel, which insured
to it the sueeess it met with.

“The night being fast approaching, andthe
troops much fatigued, Colonel Brooke deter-
mined on remaining for the night on the
field of battle; and, on the morning of the
13th, leaving a small guard at the Meecting-
house to collect and protect the wounded,
we again moved forwards towards Baltimore;;
on approaching which it was found to be de-
fended by extremely strong works on every
side, and immediately in front of us by an
extensive hill, on which was an entrenched
camp, and great quantitics of artillery; and
the information we collecied, added to what
we observed, gave us to believe that there
were at least, within their works, from 15 to
20,000 men. Colonel Brooke lost no time in
reconnoitring these defences; after which,
he made his arrangement for storming, da-
ring the ensuing night, with lis gallant little
army, the entrenched «amp in our front,
notwithstanding all the difficulties which it
presented.  The subsequent communications
which we opened with you, however, induced
him to relinquish again the idea, and there-
fore vesterday morning the army retired
leisurely to the Meeting-house, where it
halted for some hours to make the necessary
arrangements respeeting the wounded and
the prisoners taken on the 12th, which
being completed, it made a further short
movement In the cvening towards the place
where it had discinbarked, and where it ar-
rived this morning for re-embarkation, with-
out suffering the slightest molestation from
the enemy ; who, in spite of his superiority
of number, did not even venture to look at
us during the slow and deliberate retreat.
 As you, sir, were in person with the ad-
vanced frigates, sloups, and bomb-vessels,
and as, from the road the army took, I did
not sce them after quitting the beach, it
would be superfluous for me to make any re-

O withdmaw. During the night, whilst the
eeny et the land was retreating, and whilst
¢ bombardinent was most severe, two or three

up the Ferry Branch, but they were soon com-
pelled to retire, by the forts in that quarter,
commanded by Licutenant Newcomb, of the

7= Lot wesacls and barges succeeded in getting

navy, and Licutenant Webster, of the flotiila,



