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ff/AI JIYOON

See yondler fire ! I i> hIe inoon
Slowv risilg Wcr Ille caeail hlili,
Il. glimCîiwn Illei forestl ip'.,
A\nd îh roili the dewvy fluage dril>,

In1 litle Vîvillets of liglit,
And ik the lie;rt il love %vith iiigli.

- Lz.~j~/w. The Go/i/euz Legend.

~"~~''HIE rnaon is the only,
heavenly body that

S~ ~ seenis ta belong es-
i)j ecial ly to curselves, ta

IL be and to mnave cntircly
k for aur earth, aînd, on

this accouint, n1any have
l)ee the strange beliefs

Sconccrning it, andth
1 powers and influences

3attn uted to it. To aur
forefathers iL %vas alike

an object of reverence and dread ; even yet
amiong newv l)eoI)1C, and the mare
superstitiaus of aur own nation, the pale
and sulent qu<:en of night is looked up)on-
as the ruier and catse of miany of aur
everyday phienomiena. On account of its
apparent sizc-nearly equal ta that of the
sun - iLs strange motion and varyingÏl

* phases, it cannat lait ta be an abject of
curiaus interest ta every anc. 'llie little
child ever loves ta watch iL, and sec Uhe
aid inan with his bundle af sticks, whilst

* the greatest astronomiers have, fromi the
* earliest times, cndcavored ta determine

what these miarkings rcally are.
Wc have evidence thiat the motions

* and phases of the moon wcre miade a
sttudy of iii very early timies. They miusi
have been carefully wvatched by tic

* Chaideans ta enable themn ta discover thie
sacros or cycle af eclipses. We find Aratus,
who livcd about the year 2-0 I. C.,
speaking of tic position of the mioon 's
horns as a 'veather poartenit. The ancients
mnust have thaughit the nîoon the only
body wvhich i oved in the celectial vault,
and that ail the otliers were fixed. Wc

* niay infer this also frami the saying of job,
«"If I belieid the sun when, it shined, or
the moan wialkiing, in briglîtness.Y In fact,
iL ias the observation of the moan 's
mations thiat first gave- risc ta the study of
astranaiy.

There have been at different ages many
and conflicting lîypotheses as ta the

ch a acter and phiysical constitution af the
inoon. 'l'lie first recarded theory as to
its condition is tlîat of Thales (640 B.C.),
wvlia thoughlt p)art of its lighit %vas inhierent,
being led to this conclusion by observing
its illuininatecl face iii the phlenomienon
lroîll'l called "''l'lie old inoon in the
ncw nioons afins," wherci, at new moon,
wvc sec its whole surface fiintly illuminated
by lighit reflected fromn the carth, and also
by the fact, due to the Saie cause, af iLs
not being whlolly obscured during a total
eclipse. P-ythiagoras thou-ht, as did aiso Ar-
istotie, that the moon wvas unlikec the earth,
that it Nvas a crystaline sphlere, having the
power of reflectian like a mirror, and that
thc spots seen on its surface were but the
reflection of terrestrial seas and moun-
tains. B3ut this we know to be impjossible,
as the nmoon's surface aiways appears the
saine to us, and flot as if it bore the
reflectian of the constantly chianging out-
lines of our earth. XVe are told by Dia-
genes L-aertius thiat Anaxagoras (B.C. 500)
thoughit the moon inhabited, and that
thc markings on its surface Nvere due to
rnounitains and valîcys. Hqe bel ieved, an' d
%vas ridiculed for the helief, that: the mnoon
wvas as large as the Peloponniesus. Others
thougit, it inha bited like the carth, and on
accounit of its fiftcen days' light, fancied.
its creatures fifteen imies as large as those
on the carth. Diogenes thoughit the mioon
seif-lumlinous, Nvith univen surface, anid
considered thc (lark sj)ots regions of
stiadow. 'l'le stoics bclicved iL a mixture
of fire, earth, and air, but round like the
carth and sun. Plutarch concluded, fromn
the irregular shadows, tisat its surface ivas
mounitainous.

Suchi were the opinions at different
timies put forth, and nothing more certain
wvas known Liii, in the 16th century, Galilco
astonishied the world by bis discovery of
the telescope, the mecans of unveiling ta
meni thc mysteries of tlus celestial sphere,
hitherto accessible but in imagination.
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