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entered with sheets of foolscap and pens for each of the mem-
bers, of which very little use was made. The ascetic Arch-
bishop of Westminster, every nerve of his face expressive of
some vivid feeling, entered, and was quickly followed by Dn.
Martineau. Then came Mr. Hinton, glancing round the room
with a modest, half-humorous furtiveness, as he seated himself
amongst us. Then Dr. Ward began his paper. He asked how
mere experience could prove a universal truth without examin-
ing in detail every plausibly asserted exception to that truth
and disproving the reality of the exception. He asked whether
those who believe most fervently in the uniformity of Nature
ever show the slightest anxiety to examine asserted exceptions.
He imagined, he said, that what impresses physicists is the
fruitfulness of induclive science, with the reasonable inference
that inductive science could not be the fruitful field of discovery
it is unless it rested on a legitimate basis, which basis could be
no other than a principle of uniformity. Dr. Ward answered
that the belief in general exceptions to the law of uniform
phenomenal antecedents and consequents does not in the least
degree invalidate this assumption of the general uniformity of
Nature, if these exceptions are announced, as in the case of
miracles they always must be, as demonstrating the interposi-
tion of some spiritual power which is not phenomenal, between
the antecedent and its natural consequent—which interposition
iv is that alone interrupts the order of phenomenal antecedence
and consequence. “Suppose,” he said, “ that every Englishman,
by invoking St. Thomas of Canterbury, could put his hand into
the fire without injury. Why, the very fact that in order to
avoid injury he must invoke the saint’s name would ever keep
fresh and firm in his mind the conviction that fire does natur-
ally burn. He would therefore as unquestionably in all his
physical researches assume this to be the natural property of
fire, as though God had never wrought a miracle at all. In
fact, from the very circumstances of the case, it is always one
of the most indubitable laws of nature which a miracle over-
rides, and those who wish most to magnity the wmiracle are led



