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"cready to savo,' the soul that is "re-adly to pcr-ishi." Dut Oh, Iiow awful
is the folly of tru.'ding to sucli a ine as tbat! H-owv twiVtil tho folly of
tiiose wvbo risk their oternal dlestiniy upon the friil chance of a dlying lc<l!
"(Renîieîuber 110w tliy Crecator iii the (lays o? tliy youth, wvhuio the evil
days ceule not, nor the yezars dr-a-% nligbi, wlieon thou shiait say, I have nlo
pleasure in thin." Yet "Ithe Lord is noerciful and gracious, slow te
axîg r, and pleinteous in xnercy ;" mnd evexi to the last "let the wicked
forsake his way, and the unrightcous mnan hiis thouglits; anxd let Iii
return umto the Lord, and He wi]l ]lave ncrcy upon ini; ind to our
(4o(, for He wvil1 abundantly p)ardon.',

But ahniost inivartiab)ly--and( more esl)OCiflly iii cases of death-bcd coni-
ver-sîolîs-(,éod inakes uise of seie huillan inistrumentality to lead the
soul to Iliniself. A muan of God is sent to read and expound the word,
to point out the way of life, to plead, with and pray for the poor sinner;
but boere, to the dying thief, God in a niost iîenxa.rkzabIAe ianniier sho'ved
1-liseif inidepondent of creatutro service. In the niidst of intense

IDil agiwerit igtave seeied the thouglits could only bc
ceiiceiitrated 0o1 the terrible passing mnomnts, wvitlh no on1e able te
breatlie a, word of comifort in his car, wvitlî no on(, to pray for Min or, tell

ina the wvay of salvation, the dyixxg inalefactor igb-lt hiave presented. te
mnan an uitterly hopeless case. But "'God, -%vlio coninanded the liglit te
sinie eut of dar-niess," slhone inito the lieart of this dying man, "lte -ive
the lilbt of the knowv1edge of the glory of G-ýod in the face of Jesus
Clhrist.",

Wbait was lte extent of that knowv1edge wvhiclb lie received we kaow
not, or wbetbier lie wvas au Israelite and1 had aniy piovieus knowledgye of
the prephecies rgdigChrist, or -%vboêther hoe liad heard, iii Piltto's
judgneat-ball, our Lord's clainis toa "1king-doin front above," wve are net
told; but this wve no thtinive o? a specdy death, and conscieuis
of bis guilt in the siglit ef God, lie cast hlînisol? entirely upen the nliercy
andi intercession of the crucificd Jesus, hoe sbowed an undoubting faitlb
in his present sovereignty, and seugbt a place i Ris conxing kingdom.
Oh1! whio cai fathouti the depth ef thiat joy Nvhlichlite Saviour xnlust have
experieaced as H-e biung upeni the accurscd trc and rcceivcd as "a kind
of lirst fruits" this returning prodigal, "1pluckcd as a braîd. front the
buriiiý," on tlhe borders of eternity. Ili Ris ageny la Getbsemano, -we
aire told, "cthere,appeacýred an an<rel uto Riia froin leaven, streuigtheing
Rini, andi may net this aise ]îave been given lMi te strcngtliei Hlm for
that terrible ordeal. J-e biac te pass thiroughl, that deep, inysterieus Nvoe
iiito wichl Ill entered 'vhien Hie cried, as Ris Fa;thler's face wvas hidden.
froni l{Iimi, "M-%y God, ixay God, wlhy hiast Thou forsaken. Mo?" "1Thy
wratli liedb liard uponl Me, ail Thy waves and Tliy billowvs are gene over

M.>It xvas "for theo y thiat wvas set bofore l-lim" thiat "Ille endured
the cross, despising the shaî.ine;" and thougli He is now "set dowxi at the
righlit liani of the throne o? Gocl," lHe tolls ils "1there is joy in tho
presonce o? the angels of Gcd over onie sinner that repeiitetli." 18 there
sudli an oie inow reading ti-oa i under the «burden of sin, long-
in- for salvation? Be o? good cheer: yodi have oily te trust Mina, teo
cast yoiirself believingfly upon Ris own fTord, te accept Ris llnisbied
work as an "atcnenienit" for your seul, mnd "Hol -%vill save, Hie wi)
rejoîce over you wvithx*o.">'letd


