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POPULAR SONGS.

l'et fie %Write the SoiiS of a 1)eOl)C. and( 1
care flot ivho nmakes the laws.' Thaue s souid
pilosopliy in that saying. but 1 anu afraid wc
cannet accept it froni the inoutli of tht' pop)Ular
sonig-ivriter of' the l)ieseflt day.

The îîîinstels of old, sang the glIOuim lcel
I')t ierocs, the troubadours and mnîCIî'I
warbled of the loves of fair ladies and gallani.
knights, the Celtic bands kept alive îpîtriotKsî
and îîatioîîality inioîg flheir cotuntryîiien %viti
thouglits that breathed and wvords thiat bîîrmcd
ini the lisping verse. Singers of softer age
cclebrated the beauty of I>hyllis and Chloe pretti-
ly enough, the sturdier ballad-îîîakers of' the last
ccntury turned thecir liarps to the' roar of the' sva.
anîd glorificd ]3ritannia, Nelson, and hecart: of*
oak. Thie sonig-ivriter- of the j)resent recotnts.
iii shanibling doggerel the kitcheîî ctilpboatrd-love
of the Cook and the policeman. 'l'i ducliîîe
and f1il of the Ixp(')lar sang lias been suiddeîî
andt rapid. A generation ago ive %vre stili sing-
iiig My I>rctty Janie, the 'Maids o)f.\Mrrv- Eîîg-
gland, and P1Hylis is nW only Joy. \Ve rarcly
hecar sonigs of this character sungr now. anid tlihrm
arc nu new sangs of the saine cAss to take thrir
place.

My Prctty Jane '' was a fiiolislî thing. tu bc
sure, and if wc did press lier tu muet us-- Meet
us ini the cvening \wlîen thec bloomi %vas <n thie
pue she (lid îîot outrage our feelins by taking
tua nmuch to drink and running awav wîth a
Chiai)duit drives an uigly dokyc P.lhylli.s
wvas a vcry different youing Nvoinan front iimîma
Brow'n. lI'lie 1)retty, leasig (thoughi fioli)
scnimental ballad bas alniost entirely d isappear-
ce, and istead of celebrating w ansloveli-
ncss -and grace, we sing of her ugliness and d(U-
grace itbd, - ?eau, then, altogretiier,'' and she
stabbed lierself with a carving-knife, and a
" riglit-fol-de-riddle-lol-dic ray." M urder and
suicide have becorne excccdingly coinic in thiese
days. Thec carving-knlifcanid thie water-buttt arc
the modern daggcr and bowvI, and their inortal

effect., me inv'ariably celebra-ýted ini a choruis of
lubilation.

'lîe carliest .«>clel iigi' sonigs whiiili ini-

itiate(die preselit coiic era % cie inoffensive
eîiougli. and solie of thein \vvre un itud to very
I)ietty iiiuisic. 17 îîcle N cd %vas a stupld old
uîggeî'. anîd scarcely \ or hy the attention of' the
vibite folks .yet tlierc %%a, pathos ini bis littlu

h istory. i \%.as t ruly pitifLul t(> bear tduat thle old
mlail Musical had got no teetb to cal thie oat-
cake and got no0 cyvs for to ;ce. Anîd tlier
wvas a touch of poetry ini bis ti(l(lle hiangiîig up1
sîilejit for evermiorc. buc;ttlse ohd 1 nce Ned wa,
dead. and

" ome ulIitre the good iniggers go."

'lie 01(1 folks ai. homie,'' origi natilng ini thle
dtreet>, flund an echo iii niany a .1 in-om
and genteel youinn ladies. sing"jfl inii un son.

brouglit tears iinto the eyes of their aîîditors %vith
Way down tipori the Swatice river,
Far, Car away,

Therc's wlxere nîày heart is tîîrninig ev<er,
There's,. litre the old folks stay.-

[-'%e <11( J ne. %viti dit idiotic I)ropeiisity of
his for kicking up belîind and before. %vlieîi
lie %vent witli bis 01(1 baiqj( tu court Diîîah. unis

a decent sort of iiigger and miiglit be beard of iii
the lest socicty. wliile Sally's <>îly Iiult %vas
that slie wvould -twist lier lîead roil.and
corne up anid dou~n tlhe iuiddle itlen lier inaste'S
back \%as turned.

(iîagr f tîleatres stili aCt upoti thie faîtli
dit the 1o\ýcr cas like sotnttiing ducep and
sentimiental, but the managers of the nui-il
w ici ari' îîo\ the acadeiieis of popular niisic.
takre an oppoisite vieu- of tlîii' likings and give
tlîen the- broadest coiiic.ilitîes. l'lie po')ular
coîiîîc sîiger wlîo sings sucli songs as - Slap-
bang.' -The Cure.' - Costermonger jus"
-The Old Kent Road.'' etc., is bette,' paid tlîan

maîîn' of dlie artiste.- at thîe Opera. Ile is the
i(lol Of thie audiences ai. the' music halls, tlîouglî
ini rnost cases lie caniiot sig a note, and is
uîttcrl,, dcvoid of huniiiotir. Hlow~ is it that this
iiois)y'uilîartistic performier lias suddcnly becoîîîe
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