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and systemlatie orthografy is necesary-in-
deed indisponsablinl printing ofices ani
for national literatuires-loosues xvii nover
dIo. In tiS te TIimes is ri-ht. Further,
tho a standatrd comipaiativly fixt is insist-
cd on bythe Pres, yet tlie existing Siavishi

adoer-ri aidherence to il is evil and

shifd be relaxt in riting, for:--
"' More than one of our corespondents, iritatea

b)y the lenuffhs to whichl pedlantry has gon, hav
ritni as if ther u't tt) lie no stazýdardl. The fairer
infereuce, froin their argumiienits, is, that a stand-
ard shutd exi.- t, and tliat lexicografers -who now
difer shud corne to agreernent as to words now in
dispute; but that deviations frori rule shud be
pun[sUt les severely: that ther simd be fewer cap-
ital ofenses, anîd that exanîjuiers, in particular,
shud hav power of 1)ardonilg which they scein to
think does not now belong to Uieun. 'Moderat
latituidiinarianiisitt,' to uze Dr Abbots frase, wud
be reasoliabl."

FIXT SPELING.

Scolars and printers difer as 10 neCeS-gi
ty for establishinerit of word(-formIls, as is
shown by te l'iiiie&; view g)ix'n elswhere,
b)ut th-ev intst fotiroin ai i-tvaritance. On
one hand Pr-of. Farle rote:-

"The way to slow but natural refornî is to re-
lin(îUish cuercion and let ail inen spel as they
like, [Tufs prevaild before Caxton,] trusting that
the natuiral lîroces of survival of fitest wvil in (hie
tiine bring about iruproveilient."

On the other han(l the T'-îs says:-
"But is each m-ran ini this to be a law unto hin-

self? The question has a 1ractical sîde. 'One
bas to bc inside a priuting-ofice to al)rcdi-te dit-
icultis of the si, nation' says Mlr Horace Hart,
printcr io the University oi Oxford. TUer a,. ob-
vios busines objections to foloing Natuîre's spel-
ing. Iii a privat luter latitude nu pcriiiisihi with-
out incouvenience. But wu presuiine tliat ait au-
thor i, iust be consistent ini spel ing if his pages ar
flot to be unsîghtly and perpiexinig. Lt wil niot bu
sugested that eacb contributer to a newspaper
sbud, in tiis, gobis own way. The resultwud Uc
confusioil and anîbiguity. The leters of Mr Ran-
dal, tresurer of the London \ socia'n of Corecters
for the Pi-es, mentioîns a consideration of weighlt;
uncertnty as to speling myeausii- practical evils. Lt
means so mnuch los of tinte and nîoney that the
Asocia'n of Corecters for the Pres bas belpt ifs
members by compiling list of most comon dout-
fui words and coming to agreemnent as to their
speling. Mr Hart described ihi our c(lums the cf-
orts made in collection with the Clarendon Pres
to Uring ,aU ut uniforînity. 1-le contipîled aset of
rule;, andi oferd t0 senti copis to those c!iieflvý, in-
tercsted. 'The extent to which this ofer was im-
iiiediatly apreciated was rather startling, and
showd univer- ality of nced for a setituenut. I re-
c-ivd leters, f roi-- ýtIl parts of Britain, Ireland, Lui-
tlia, Aiierica and the (2olonis; anil leters stil
corne droping- ini asking for these rules.-

lliht here is a chief ctis why we make
slowV advancos: we iîav left te Prsoto
acoiint. 1I nWOr(1 forius il domiiands, fi-xity,
stabilit<- and llnifOrr-nity. Ils (lenian]( is
dlecisir andlie.oal tlio not liud. One
or Caxton's er-ly triis (of w'iuichlie o ave

a rfesketch) was lu sabih or/lu s
t itat it wudi stay titfor tle tinte at least
utl htis OWI ice ub set of worO 1fenns.
Tile~ rO(tvireiîeîît Ili.as g"ro\vn1 sloîirxiit

time as the Pi-es realize the advantacges of
stability whether the ivord-fornis be goo(l
or badI. rfhev cannot accept even good
fornîs tii genraly favord and systematie.
\Me shal justify our statements. M-,,ean-
tirne, te Pres is too bus,- to Iisn to what
they no xvii retard their work ani caus
n1ischif. Tiîey rnay lisiu whien we hav a
systernatic tru Orthog. to ofer, not before.

Th~îis is flot new: Callendar considerd it
"4esentiai to Sp. ro'"(JIERALD, Jntne,'89.)
F'ricke did the samie, at Ieast 8 years agro
(HE11ALDm, Feb.,'89.) lus "'Warning Cali
10 A,,reoent" wont iinhoieded. Wii our
voice, cr-viing li the wildernes of discord,
be beter receivd? Kuuidsen said in these
colrnis that ail variabi wortl-forms wer
&"4Crile a nd iirupracticaibi." The veterans
Fricke ami Knudsen hav gon 10 their rest.

Even if the Pros wu-d be satisfied with
disorder, wud te literary world be con-
tent t0 put tii) with il? Let lis readl-

"The resuit of greater licens and genral indul-
gence to spel as one pleascl wud be startling. It
cudl not bc c ,nfined to Einglish. Those absolvd
for sped ii- a word ini their own languag,«e acordling
to their faneis cud liot be condernd if they speld
French and German frases as seemd best to them.
Ther wud always be tihe excuse that exercise of
a liti ingenuity wud reveal the riter's intentions
to any inteligent reader. We cud xiot wel object
to siriliar freedoni on the part of forenlers: advo-
cats of laissez faire, laissez passer ["let-it-alone,
go-as-yu-p)lezise"j ni speling must conteruplat-
the contingency of no two French books being
prir.ted alike, oi the imens variety once existing
ini French orthografy reapearing, and of dificulty
of iiasteritug a foreri tuiîg being lirodigiosly iii-
creast, Speling and pronuniiciationi ar bound up
elosely together; is ther to be individual liberty
ini both? Speling and diali cts also ar conected;
is ainy ai-thiority to control the latter? Voltaire,
wbo derideci the orthografy of French books of
his tiiîne as ridiculos--ad:,ng that Engiish orthog.
wasstil more absurd-described the ieal systerni
when he said: 'iRiting is the painting of the voice;
the closer the reseniblarice the buter the picture.!
Unfortunatly, perfect likenes is notatainabi; itis
folind more convenient to atgree on convt-ntional
representation. than to circulate a multitude of
bad copis unilike each other."

A COVER.-A 4 page cover for our liti
paper is promnist as soon as typografic 01)-
stacis alow. It xvii (ontaîn a Platfor-m,
<a Key with fuloî' expianation, a Table for
transiiteration, and other unaLters.

Spii[MEs.-t1swerear t0 be foiund
three specimeiîs of 1<-Vowei Orthografy.
Fairly they inay be said to be wcithtot itee

i(r':for 2 leters, o and i, ar but restored
fron flite 131htl cenitury3 when Ô went out
and habit of (loting, 1 begran; 2 others -.r
al redy in Lilse: (1 as ittaLiic a, u or, u as srna,,ll

ca)ta or LT (nowv thev ai' (8Ïgfd do[linit
values of a in art amdi i, iu but;) 2 mnore ar
(1/Jr)'iU wtéd, la J'roi-i e, o) f ror ô by 1)rini
im, t he miark of egîifron -above it 10
ils Ieft. With the 923 efectiv leters of the

1 oid Ifbe and titese 6* more we hav 29).


