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WATCHFULNESS—TEMPERANCE LESSON

March s, 1914

BETWEEN THE LEBSONS—In vs. 22-34 Jesus teaches His disciples not to bo anxious about such thingy
as food and clothing since God will provide for their necds.
GOLDEN TEXT—Blessed are thoseservants, whom the lord when he cometh shall find watching.—Luke1a: 37,

Memorize vs. 47, 48.

b 35_Let your loins be girded about, and your ! lights
urning ; . .

306 And * yc yourselves like unto men 3 that wait for
their lord, when he ¢ will return from the $ wedding;
that when he cometh and knocketh, they may ¢ open
unto him immediately.

37 Blessed are those servants, whom the le-d when
ho cometh shall find watching : verily I say unto you,
that he shall gird himself, and mako them 7to sit down
to meat, und ¢ will come ¢ forth and serve them.

38 And if he shall come i the second watch, ? or
come in the third 19 watch, and find them so, blessed
are those servanta. )

39 1 And this know, that if the *goodman-of the
house had known 13 what hour the thief  would
come, he would have watched, and not have ¥ suffered
his house to be broken through.

40 Be ye 3 therefore ready slso : for the Son of man
cometh at an hour when ye think not.

41 ¥ Then Pe’ter said unto him, Lord, speakest thou
this parable unto us, or even 3% to all? .

42 And the Lord said, Who then is 1 that faithful
and wise steward, whom hAis lord shall 20 make ruler

THE LESSON PASSAGE—Luke 12 : 35-1S.

Read Luke 12 : 49-59.
over his houschold, to give them their portion of 2 ey
in due season

43 Blessed 18 that servant, whom his lurd when he
coraeth shall find so dving.

44 Of a ruth I say unto you, that he will *make
him ruler over all that he hath.

45 But Zand if that scivant ¢say in his keart
My lord delayeth his coming ; and shall begin (o
beat the menservants and 2 maidens, snd to cat and
drink, and to be drunken

46 The lord of that servant ¢ will come in a day
when he 2 looketh not for Aim, #nd at an hour when
he is not_aware, and ¢ will cut uim *in sunder, and
will appoint him his portion with the ¥ unbelicvers.

47 And that scrvant, which knew his lord's will,
and 2% preparcd not Aimaelf, neither did according to
his will, shall be beaten with many afripes.

48 But he that knew not, aud did *! comuit things
worthy of stripea, shull be beaten_with few stripes.
39 For unto whomsoever much is given, of him shal}
3 be much required : and to whiom 32 men have com-
mitted much, of him 33 they will ask the morc.

Revised Version—!1amps ; 2be ye ;3 looking for ; ¢ shall ;3 marriage feast ;¢ straightway open unto him §

7 Omit to; ® Omit forth ; and if in; 1 QOmit watch; 1 But know this;

12 master ; Bin; ¥ was_coming ;

Bleft his; ¥also teady : for in an hour that ye think not the Son of man cometh 1 ¥ Aud Peter said, Lord 5
Sunto all ; Wthe ; 20 set over ; 3 food : Bact him over ; 3.0mil and : * the maidservants ; F'expecteth not,
and in an hour when he knoweth not ; % asunder, and apyoint his portion ; ¥ unfaithful ; 2 made not ready,

nor ; 2 Omit commit ; 1 And to whomsoever ; 3 much be ; 3 they commit ; 3 will they.
Daily Readings—(By courtesy of J. B. R. Assaciation, Mr. S. C. Bailey, Hon. Secretary, 56 Old Bailey,

London, England.)—M.—W atchfulness (Temperanee), Luke 12 - 35-40.
12:41-48. W.—*“Take hecd to yourselves,” Luke 21 - 25-36.
—*"Bo watchful,” Rev. 3:1-6.  S.—"Be diligent,” 2 Peter 3 : S-14.

—Watchiulness (Temperance), Luke
Th.—"Watch and pray.” Mark 13 .32-37. F.
8.—*The day is at hand,” Rom. 13: 814,

THE LESSON EXPLAINED

I. TRE MaSTER’S RETURN.—38, 36. Loins. .
girded about. The lonz, straight inner garment.
falling from the neck to the feet, with loose sleeves,
worn by the common people in Palestine, was gathered
up above the knees when any work was to be done and
held by the girdle round the waist. Lamps bumning
(Rev. Ver.). Eastern lamps were made of terrma cotta,
cup-shaped with the top closed
except for two holes, one for
oil and the other for a wick.
Men looking for their lord
(Rev. Ver.); cager to give him
a joyful welcome. Return
from the marriage feast
(Rev. Ver): not his own, but
that of some friend. The
Greck word for “return " isused
of saitors making the homeward
voyage to the port whence they
had sailed.

37, 38. Blessed ; recciving a
rich reward for their faithful-
ness.  Verily ; introducing a
startling statement. Gird
himself ; gather up his loose,
flowing undergarment, in readi-
nees for work. Themaster be-
comes ascrvant. Serve them ;
helping themn, perhaps, to portions of the marriage
{cast brought home, liko a father with his children.

A WATCHMAN AT THE GATE

(Compare John 13 : 1-17.). Second watch ; 12 mid
night to 3 a.m. Third watch; 3 am. to 6 am.
These watches are mentioned as the time when the
servants would mast likely bo overcome with sleep,
The first of the three Jewish night watchies was from
9 p.m. to 12 midnight The Romans bad four night
watches of three hours each, counting from 6 p.m. to
6 a.m.
1I. THE THIEF'S ATTACK.—39, 40. Master
of the house (Rev. Ver.). Jesus had spoken of &
master surprising his servants ; He now speaks of &
master being surprised. Thief.  Palestine has 2l
ways been infested by robbers, who find abund-
ant shelter amongst its rocks and eaves. Kuown
in what hour (Rev. Ver.). The master was
expeeted at some time ; ihe thief not at all.
Watohed. In tho East every one must be
iis own policeman. The state puniches,
but leaves it to individuuls to
provent and detert erimes.
Broken through ; litenally,
*“dug through,” thc walls of
Eastern houscs being commenly
made of mud. Be jo also
ready (Rev. Ver.): like these~
vants for the master and the
master for the thicf. Sonof
man cometh ; our Lepd'sne
turn to judge tho world (ch. 9 : 26) or His eoniing W
summon each individusl at death.




