26 The Home Study Quarterly

Lessou XI.

ELISHA THE PROPHET RESTORES A CHILD

March 12, 191)

TO LIFE

BETWEEN THE LESSONS—Ch. 3 narrates the story of u campaigu ageinst Moub by Jehotam, king
of Isrnel and Jeboshaphat, king of Judah, in which the allied armies wero saved by following the directions

of Elisha.

In ch. 4 : 1-7 woe are told of the increase of the widow's oil.

GOLDEN TEXT—The gift of God is eternal life through Jesus Christ our Lord.—Romans 6: 23.

Memorize vs. 32-35.
37.

25 So she went and came unto the man of God to
mount Carmel. And it came to pass, when the man
of God saw her afar off, that he saud to Geha’zi his
servant, Behold, yonder is ! that Shunam’mite :

26 3 Run now, L pray thee, to meet her, and say
unto ber, Is ¢ well with thee ? is it well with thy
husband ? {2 ¢ well with the child ? And she an
swered, It iz well.

.27 And when she came to the man of God to the
hil), she caught 3 him by the feet : but Geba'zt came
near to thrust her away. ¢ And the man of God
said, Lot her alone ; for her soul 1s vexed within her :
and the Lord hath hid ¢ froms me, and hath not told

me.
.28 Then she said, Did 1 desiro 2 son of my lord ?
did T not say, Do not deceivo me ? .

29 Then he said to Geha’zi, Gird up thy loins, and
take my staff in thine band, and go thy way : if thou
meet any man, salute him not; and if anv salute
thee, answer him not again : and lay my staff upon
the face of the child. . .

30 And the mother of the child said, As the Lorp
liveth, and as thy soul liveth, I will not leave thee.
And he srose, and followed her.

Revised Version-—!the Sbunammite; 2run, [ pray thee now to meet; *hold of his feet.

«but; Sretumed to; ¢bhim; and; 7once; Sshe.

THE LESSON PASSAGE—2 Kings 4: 25-37. Study 2 Kings 4: 8.
Read Luke 7: 11-17.

31 And Geha'zi passed on before them, and lkid
the staff upon the face of the child ; but there waz
neither voice, nor hearing. Wherefore he ® went again
to nie%t, him, and told him, saying, The child is pot
awaked. N

32 And when Eli'sha was come into the house,
behold, the child was dead, and laid upon his bed.

33 He went in therefore, und shut the door upon
them twain, and prayed unto the Lorp,

34 And he went up, and lay upon the child, and
put his mouth upon his mouth, and his eyes upon hig
eyes, and his hands upon his hands : and he stretched
himself upon 8the child ; and the flesh of the child
waxed warm.

35 Then he returned, and walked in the bouse 7to
and fro ; and went up, and stretched himself upou
him : and the child sncezed goven times, and the
child opened his eyes. . .

36 And be called Geha'zi, and said, Call this Shu.
nasm'mite. So he called her. And when she was
come in unto him, he szid, Take up thy son.

37 Then she went in, and fell at his foet, and bowed
hemflf t:a the ground, and 8 took up her son, and
went out.

And

Dally Readlngs—(Courtesy, I.B.R.A.)—M.—Elisha restores u child to life, 2 Kgs. 4 : 8-24. T.—Ek-

sha restores a child to life, 2 Kgs. 4 : 25-37.
widow's gon restored, Luke 7 : 11-17.
11 : 14-28. S.~Etcranl life. 1 Jobn 5 : 5-13.

W. =The Shunammite’s land restored, 2 Kgs. §: 1-6. Th.—3
F.—A girl raised to life, Luke & : 41-56. S.—Faith and life, Johy

THE LESSON EXPLAINED

In his jour
neys Elisha fre-
quently visited
Shunem. Here
be was cnter-
tained by s
wealthy lady,
who at last
) persuaded  her

g husbaad to
buld a guest
chamber for
the prophet’s
ase. As a re-
ward for her
hospitality,
Elijah  prom-
ired her o son
should be born
to her the fol-
lowing year. In
due time the
child grew up, but rectived a aunstroke in the hare
vest ficld and died the same doy. In her distress
tho mother sceks out the prophot. Vs, 8-24.

I. A ToucnxG APPEAL.—25, 26. So she
went ; riding on an ass driven by a servant on foot,
as is the oustom in tho Eaat. (Sec ve. 22, 24.) Alan
0f God ; a common Old Testament title for a prophet.

AN EASTERR HOUSE SHOWING
GUEST CHAMBER

Mount Carmel. See Geograpby Lesson. Here
Elisha was living, probably near the place of Elijah's
sacrifice. 8aw her afar off ; from a hilltop looking
down into the valley. Behold..that Saunam.
mite ; his bostess and friend,~now, the prophet
swiftly suspected, in some trouble. Run now..to
meet her. His cager sympathy could not wait
for her approach. Is it well with thee..hus
band ..child ? The prophet’s sympathy takes in
the whole cirele of the woman's interest. 1t is well,
The Hebrotw is 2 single word, ** Peace ™,—a reply m-
tended to put Gehazi off. The woman's errund way
not to him, but to his master.

27, 28. The hill ; thatis, Mouat Carmel. Gaught
him by the feet ; an Eastern custom, still prac
tiscd, 0 add foree to supplication. To thrust her
aAwWay ; as if she were taking too great a liberty. Let
her alone. Elishz piticd the woman’s sorrow, and
would not interfere with the expresaion of it.  Soul
is vexed ; literally, “bitter™ with grief. The
Lord hath hid it ; a frank confession of ignrraace.
In thia crsc the prophet was to learn the cause of the
woman's distress, not by a revelation from heaven,
but from her own lips. Did I desire 8 son..?
She had not asked tbis favor ; tho prophet had offered
it to her.  Did Inot say, otc.; but this is worse than
deceit, to give a son and then take him away.  (Com-
pare v. 16.)

II. A FrorrLEss EXPERIMENT.—29-31. He




