56 The Gentile Woman’s Faith

Lesson X.

THE GENTILE WOMAN'S FAITH

June 3, 1906

Mark 7 : 24-30. Commit to memory v. 30. Read Matthew 15 : 1-28.
GOLDEN TEXT—Great is thy faith: be it unto thee even as thou wilt.—Matthew 15 : 28.

24 And from thence he arose, and went !into the
the borders of '1?1:0 and Ni‘don, and entered into an
house, and would have no man know «: *but he
could not be hid.

. 25 3 For a cerlain woman, whose young daughter
had an unclean spirit, heard of him, and came and
fell 4at his feet :

26 3The woman was a Greck, a Syrophenic’inn
by 6nation; and she besought him that he would
cast forth the devil out of her daughter.

27 7 But Je’sus said unto her, Let the children

first be filled : for it is not meet to take the children’s
bread, and ¥ to cast it unto the dogs.

28 And she answered and 9said unto him, 1 Yes,
Lord : Myet the dogs under the table eat of the
children’s crumbs.

29 And he said unto her, For this saying go thy
way; the devil is gone out of thy daughter.

30 And @2 when she was come to her house, she
f%unéi éhe devil gone out, and her daughter laid upon
the Bed.

Revised Version—! away: *and; ? But straightway a wvoman, whose little daughter; 4 down; $ Now;
s race; © And he said; ¥cast it to the; ?saith; v Yea; M even the dogs; 1 she went away unto her house, and
found the child laid upon the bed, and the devil gane out.

THE LESSON EXPLAINED

Time and Place—Summer, A.D. 29; region of
Tyre and Sidon.

Connection—After the feeding of the 5,000
(last Lesson), the people wished to make Jesus
King, but He left them and went away alone into
s mountain (John 6:14), sending His disciples
across the lake to Copernaum, Matt, 14: 22,
A violent storm arose, and they werein peril. Jesus
came to them, walking on the sea. Having received
Him into the boat, they came safely to land (see
John 8:18-21). Assoon as they had landed, many
sick people came to Jesus, aud He healed them,
ch. 6:53-58, Then followed the discourse in
the Capernaum synagogue on the Bread of Life,
John 6 :22-59. The Lesson
is & few weeks later. A VT

I. FarrE SHOWN.—24. )
From thance; Capernaum,
He arose, and went; tak-
ing refuge from the hot op~
position of the Pharisees (sce
earlier part of the chapter).
From this time on, Jesus,
for the most part, avoided
Galilee, with its crowds, liv-
ing in quiet, lonely places
with the Twelve, preparing
them for their work when He
should have been taken from
them. The borders; the
country around Tyre and
Sidon, which were weslthy
and wicked sea-ports of
Pheenicis, a narrow strip of
territory belonging to Syria, on the Mediterranean
Sea, to the north and west of Palestine. It was 2
Gentile country. Would have n} raan know it.
He was not weary in well-doing, but sought undis-
turbed quiet for the teachiog of the disciples and
communion with God. Could not be hid. He
had never been in this region before, but some of
its poople had seen Him in Galiles (ch. 3 : 8; Luke
6:17), and bad caried back reports about Him.

25, 26. Strajghtway & woman (Rev. Ver).
When she heard of Josus, she lost no time in coming
to Him. Sorrow of hesrt gavo her swiftness of foot.
Young (Rev. Ver., “little”) daughter.. unclean
spirit: = “*dovil” (v. 26). or demon, which caused
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tho child terrible anguish, Matt 15:22, Fell at
his feet; in deepest humility and intense ecgerness
for her daughter's healing. A Greek; a Gentile.
A Syropheniclan by nation; a Pheenician living
in Syria. There was a branch of the same race
in Liya in North Africa. The Phcenicians were
busy manufacturers and keen traders.

II. Faita TesrEp.—27. Jesus sgald. Mat-
thew (ch. 15:23) mentions the silence of Jesus, and
the request of the disciples. The children; the
Jews, the children of God’s chosen servant Abraham,
to whom Jesus had so far confined His work. First.
There was 8 window of hope in the word—by and
by the Gentiles may reccive the blessing. But the
R R grief-stricken mother wants

L\?‘*\}}}“\ healing for her daughternow.
TS , Not meet; fitting. The
dogs; the Jews' name of
contempt for the Gentiles.
Jesus uses it—but in the
softer form of the word for
the little pet kouse dogs—
only to try the woman’s
faith.

28, Yes, Lord: yet.
Faith will not be silenced.
Thewoman **catches Jesus at
His own words.” (Luther.)
The dogs; pets loved by
the children. The child-
ren's crumbs; not only
those which fall by chance,
but mr-eels dropped by the
children. So,Gentile though
sho was, sho claimed a sbare in tho blessings from
God, which the Jows thought belongod to themsclves
alone. She and her people have a place, be it ever
so humble, in the houso of the Master of all. Let
the children be fed first, but they, too, aro not to
be forgotten.

II. FarrE REWARDED.—29, 30. For this
saying. Matthow (ch. 15:28) tells us how Jesus
praised tho woman’s fsith. And we can imagine
the lova that beamed from His oyes and was heard
in His tone. Our Lord nover praised anything so
highly as great faith (sco Luke 7:9). Go thy
Way .. when she was come. Tho woman showed
her faith by leaving Jesus, sg well as by coming ta




