and especially to find out whether Jesus was
the very Messiah. (Meyer). His  visit at
night mgy have arisen partly fronf a desire to
have an uninterrupted private interview. He
had not yet quite made up his mind and
deemed it prudent to enquire further before
compromising himself. ~ He had courage
enough to attend Christ’s funeral, but not
enough to bear his cross. We know—This
may 1mply that there were others of his class
who conceded this, or, perhaps, it is better to

regard it as the indefinite plural, denoting the '
rom -

eneral opinien. A teacher come
od—The order of wordsia the onginal is
h

3 g -,
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“from God come a teacher” (see ch. 7:
He acknowledges him as ** the coming One”™
(Matt. 11: 3), an expression used only with
reference to the Messiah.  (Alford,.  But n-
stead of saying ** come from God the Christ,”
he cautiously. but inconsi
the term ** teacher.”
the ¢ coming One ™
be a Aing.  Nic
the Messiah
the same brea
were a proof
he delivered was
had already reveale
18: 20. Compare ch. g
God be with him-—Ac:s 35,
Christ’s miracles proved more than thi
proved anything. Lither they certined
claims to the f | were wrou
Beelzebub. > with
claimed 1o be
mus here ag:
He timidly avoids
ledgements imply.
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11. THE NEwW
swered-——Either

3. Jesus an-
e an BWE-

of men are John'Y: 4
64; 11: 4, 1513 1121

—*‘ Amen, amen. Chnst u
in introducing a andd
uttered with ali his authonty

teacher.
R. V.
meaning 1s u
ently underst
that reses
must start

See-— ' evperie:

Except a man be born anew-—
marg. from above.” This latter

<

Loword

re the expression. " see e 26;
b. 11: sialso Acts 20 270 1 Pett 3 10
Rev. 18: 7y 2 Cor. §: 17; Gal. 6: 15: Eph.
2: 5, 10; Titus 3: §: Jas. 12 18: 1 Pet 10 235

¢

The kingdom o

By this Nicodemus would understand

36).

16).

““‘\%ﬁ}‘;{‘f}

God—John uses this ex- .
pression on only one other occasion (ch. 18:

4. How can a man be born when he
is old ?—Nicodemus must have Leen familiar
with the *‘ circumcision of the heart” (Deut.
30: 6; Jer. 4: 4), and the ‘‘new Keart and new
spirit (Ex. 11: 19, 20; 36: 26, 27; Ps. §1: 12;
86: 4 &c.) spoken of in the O. T. Moreover,
proselytes gwere spoken of as *“babes just
born.” Nicodemus dimly understood what
~Jesus meant, and replied, in* effect, ** How
can such a moral transformation take place in
one whose habits and disposition have become
fixed. It would be as impossible as for him
to undergo the natural birth a second ume.”
- The answer of Jesus indicates the supernatural
“character of the new birth. The most com-

mon view is that Nicodemus did not
“understand Jesus at all and asked a singularly
stupid question.  Of this incapacity to grasp

e spiritual meaning of strongly figurative
we have'other instances in John 4
34, 32 this hardly  doe

ig
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him in that ligh
mean Inere
“when he s
ts 4 strong <as

ch

S W OED

5. Born of water and of the Spirit—
There can be no reference here to the Chnistian
tism. altl h the trath sta :

s ejﬁb,ﬁdie{l
- was well acg
(¢ baptisms
removal

re

i S

.

denlement (Ps. 31: 2; Isa. §52: 15; Ez
25. 26; Zec® 13:1:12: 10}, and he

Ens i
R

Tohn's

have helped thinking
m with water he understood,

B

apiis

conjoin with thix a baptism by the Hso
ient cause of being born
Christ in effect says

accompanied v 2

: d this is the work of the
Compare Acts2: 38, Therelis

here to the docinne of baptismal re-

. The penitent thief, the apostles
cexcept Pruli, and many saints and

ived baptism, but they rece-

rrecel
ed ism of the Spirit which is the essen-
nal factorin the ordinance. He cannot enter
—The omission of** water ” in verses 6 and § _
imphes that the Holy Spirit may  produce re-,.
generation without baptism, as he undou
ly did under the Jewish dispensation and ifi |
“the case of Cornelius; while on the other haaé:
the example of Simon Magus (Acts 8:?
proves that baptism may take place withost
being accompanied by spiritual regeneratic
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