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In this paper we propose to lay before the - bullocks’ blood hot from the animnls’ veius, are,
j eruelty as described by a Clergyman who lived

reader, first, . specimen of Kafir superstition in

the proccedings of a *¢ witch-doctor ;" and sccond-
Iy, aninstanco of the efforts which Missionarics
ara making to bring theso heathens under tho!
influenco of Gospel light and love. |

Among tho Kafirs some persons are sct apart, « tigers’ tails as a fringe round his loin
after o regular initintion and trial, a8 priests or - solemn chant is then rased by the women ; whilst |\ W

‘“witch-doctors.” They aro so ealled because " several old crones, placed in the rear with sticks, .

tribies asseble, and sit in rings in muto silence
and expectancy ; whilst Iargoe Uaskets, full of

passed round and drank off in silence.

As night approaches (for their deeds of dark-
ness are always, by choice as well as by instinet,
performed ¢in the mght season'), the

appears in the ring, quite naked, except a fow i be made to shine
Alowy,

LN

they aro supposed to possess o pecnlinr power of ' and ox hides stretched upon frares, beat timo to
detecting, or, ns their expression is, **smelling » tho singing. Tho cadences of this are first very

out,” witcheraft. Whena Kafir incurs tho disliko 1 slow, but gradually increase,
or jealousy of the chief of his tribe, the cbicf'l

commonly gets rid of him in tho fonowini way. !
t

Tho chief privatcly tells the witch-doctor

leaps and danccs, and sho '3 in the wildest and

most demoniacal manner. Tle lurid glare of tho

at he firo; the pitehy darkness of the surrounding night

wishes to kill the man, and take his cattle, and ' (the timo chosen usually being at the new moon,

promises the doctor a reward if he will Lelp bim!
to fulfil his wish. [
When this has been arranged between them,
the chief scnds tho unsuspecting iafic away on'
some crrand, and cntices his wifo and children
out of their hut. Thoe witch-doctor then enters
tho bhut, ¢and steals from it somo two articles,
both nlike, nnd of the samo kind ; as, for instance, {
two pipes or two spoons.  Ono of theso he buries
under the floor of tho hut, covering the spot over !
with the matting, 8o as to prevent its being ob-:
served by the inmates oa their return; the other |
like articlo he takes away, and buries it in the!
same spot or part, within the chief’s hut. Hav-1

and in the darkest weathor); together with the
glaring ayes, inflamed countenances, and excited
frames of ths swarthy community, and dusky
¢doctor’ in the ccntre; these all combine to
mako the scene one of tho wildest and most awful
that can well be imagined upon earth.

A fow bours of such omployment and fare as

if this suffico to bring the assembled tribe into a

stato of r :solute frenzy, anl fit them for being
engaged in nny scenes, or amount of barbarity
andcruclty. This the ‘witch-doctor’ anticipates,
and so soon ns ho deains their feelings and evil
passions to bo sufficiently inflamed, bia then ceases
dancing, as gradually subsiding in time to the

ing done this, on tho return of the Kafir and his!
family, ho ndministers a quantity of difuted
vegotable poison to tho chief’s cattle, in the water f
which they drink; he also mixes it with the milk 1
and food of tho chief, his wives and children, !
and awnits the result.  Very frequently, having 1
done thus much, ho disappears from tho ‘%raal,’
and gocs off in the night to somo neighbouring
tribe—for the twotold purposo of disarming sus-
picion us to Ais having any thing to say to tho
matter, aswell as to increaso his own imsportance ”
in the oyes of his tribe, by the confusion which!
he kunows will be created by searching and send-+
ing for him. |

The cffect of tho poison is, of course, soon made
manifest by the chief and his bouschold, and his
cattlo also became violently sick, perhaps one or !t
two of tho weakest among them dying; or, what||
is regarded as equally unimportant, a child or|
two from his young nurser) being added to the|
number. il

8earch is immediately made for the ¢ witch-doc-
tor,’ as of coursc it is at once conclusively seen
that ‘somebody bas bLewitched tho chief.” This
is a crime of high treason, and one always visited
by capital punishwent; the greatest excitement
then prevails to sce who i3 to bo ‘smolt out’ as:
the delinquent.

On the arrival of the witch-doctor, his first care
is to alleviato the sufferings of the bewitched;
and, with every expression of concern and out-
ward demonstrations of alarm, lest the lifo of the
chief should bo sacrificed through the malignity
of the dose of witchery which he has unfortu-
nately swallowed, he hurries about, officially pre-
paring medicines, and administering remedics to
man, women, children, and cattle alike. His
consummate skill seldom failsin affecting a speedy
curo; and thenm, all apprehension as to the
mischicf spreading further being allayed, he next
appoints a day for the ceremonial of ¢smclling
out the witch.,” Great preparations aro made for
this solemn ordeal. An extensive gathering of
the tribois convened, and the oxen areslaughtered,
and doevoured in tho revolting manuer in which

this is always performed.
The cattle are Al rewoved from the interior of

music, a8 he before rose and increased to that
degree of rapidity which kept him in a motion so
excessive, that he not unfrequently falls upon tho
ground, during his evolutions, quite exhausted.

A solem silence then ensues, during which the ,

s doctor’ rests himself, wnd then proceeds, with a
bundle of divining rods in his hand, to walk
round throughout tho nassembly. As ho ap.
proaches tho chief, he watches the rods in his
hand, and doxterously makes one of them move,
or leap, out, from amongst tho rest. o then
singles out this rod, and throws the others into
the fire, and being rubbed with a kind of inflam-
mable matter, they thero crackle and blaze
brightly, thus demonstrating to the Xafirs that
they are charged with supernatural powers; with
the remaining one ho then procceds through
tho assembly again, and this timo he makes it
vibrate, not only when opposite the chief, but
also when in front of the victim whom bhe is
about to singloe out. When this is perceived,
he stands several minutes confronting this man,
and gazing intently at him, whilst the sileuce of
death eposues. This process he repents three
times, and then ho leaves the *kraal’ aand pro-
ceeds to the chief's hut. Here he walks about,
always making tho rod leap from his hand when
ever he comesover the place where ho buried the
article which he had stolen from his victim’s hut.
Heo then marks this @pot by driving an ¢ assegai’
into it, and proceeds to the suspected mau's hut,
Here also he goes through the same mummeries
and pretends to discover tho corresponding spot
in this hut to that in the other, and marksitina
similar manner.

The nextpart of the procecdings is to commenco
excavations at these spots, which is done by num-
bers of the surrounding Kafirs; when, a3 a
necessary couscquence, the articles deposited
there aro brought to light. This is deemed con-
clusivo evidence, and on it the supposed culprit
is seized, tried, condemned to death, arnd all bis
cattle are forfeited to the chief. From uaese the
¢ witch-doctor’s’ promised fee is paid, and too
great honour cannot be heaped upon bim, by the
tribe, for having so ably delivered the chief from
the influcnce of the wizard.
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- their ¢ kraal’ or inclosure, in the centre of \\'hichf
‘an immenso fire is lighted. Around this llno“

The most terriblo part of the pioture then ap-
pears—the death of the vietim. Tho wusunl

pmanner of this is by causing him to bo stung to

(death by ants and reptiles, or by burning.
« Such is a specimen of Kafir superstition aand

(«many years in South Afrien (Rev, F. Fleming's

|
!

whilst tho ¢ doctor |

«* South Afriea,” pages 273--278), Surely it is

*doctor’ | high time that the light of God's truth should

upon these benighted people,
Tho Rov. W. Greenstock, n Missionary who is
cll scquainted with the Knfir language, was
sent last May by the Bishop of Grahamstown to
.8 placo calted East London, in British Kaffraria,
1 whero he has both English and Kafirs to attend
to. Last Juno he wioto tosay, * This is an excol-
Jent position for a Mission to the Ke.firs: 8o many
.aro collected in the neighbourhood . . . . I have
,twelvo Kafirs, old and young, in :ny household:
, threo are baptised, and two 1 ¢ will bo soon.
They have regular worship in their own languago
twice daily.” In his Journal Mr. Greenstook
writes thus:— *

May 2d (Sundny).—Went soon after sunrise
to tho Kafir location All the natives seemed
very sleepy, but Kona collected a few in his hut,
and I had service with them. While they were
gotting together, I had an opportunity of speak-
ing to Kona on the duty of thankfulness for ais

recent deliverance from prison, I reminded him
that through God's mercy he had time given him
jto hear tho Word in peace, and that it is the
, Lord who disposes all hearts, He acknowledged
(Ml this, and said that while he was in prison he
vhad remembered Goc, ¥ preached to them on
(Pa.ix. 17. When the prople delayed to come
together, Kona sald, ¢Don’t they know that
| Europeans worship twico on a Sunday?”

In the afternoon went again to the Kafirs,
. Kona had got his hut cleaned out, and somo grass

j put for mo to kneel on, with an evident desire of

,having worship in decency and order. The house
iwas well filled with an attentive congrogation,
After Ps. Ixvii., Confession and Lord's'Prayer, 1
read Ps. ix. Then wo sang the bymn, *Bawo,
ingabubelo bako,’ to the tune of ¢Sicilian Mari;
iners.’  They joined in very heartily, and the
melody was very cheering. Then I stood up and
recited tho Creed, and addressed them on 2 Pet.
il 9, closing all with the Genernl ThanksgiviLg,
rond the blessing from Num. vi. On coming out
1of the hut & man asked me to perseverein teach-
ing them. He said, ‘Wo nre living in great
ignorance, but:you may find some one (* .onvert)

if you continue”, I answered, ¢Leti. be you.’
He repliced, ¢ Perhugs it may be;’ and we parted.

~

OBITUARY.

At the residence of her husband, Bloor-street,
in this city, Rebecca Wilson, the beloved wife of
Thos. J. Preston, Esq., aged 49 years. During
s protracted suffering, which she bore with
cbristian resignation, she was surrounded by a
large and affectionate family, comforted by tho
ordinances of the Church, and sustsined by an
humble faith in an atoning mercy. She pa-
tiently resigned her spirit to God who gave it, at
three o'clock on the moraing of the 9th inst.
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SUBSCRIPTIONS RECEIVED TODEC. 15.
To end of Vol. V.—F. T., Nicolet; J. 8. H,
Toronto.

| 7o endof Vol.VL.—Rev. G. I, Penetanguishene,
iRev. 8. 8. W., Melbourno; W. H., Carlton Place.
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