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THE CANADA LUMBERMAN. {

King of tho Oannibal Islands.

A TALK WITH THE GOVERNOR OP TUE L3LANDS
oY ¥1J1,

e

Tho nowly-appminted governorof tho Fiju
fslands, Georgo W. Dos Vaaux, and stafl
rrvived from England a fow days since.  Ho
loft this city yesterday en routo for the Fijt
island. A reporter for tho Graphic caued
upon (iov. Vaaux at the Fifth avenuo hotel
and obtsined much interesting information
concorning that almost unknown and groat.
ly misroprosented group of islands.  Of tho
present condition of tho Iijis and their com.
morcial rclations with othor countries tho
governor said ho could speak from person-
:llx knowledge, having spent many ineuths

cro,

“To begin with,” ho said, “I will eay
that tho natives arono longer canmbals, hut
all of themn aro civiliced and Chnstians. The
islands sinco 1874 have been undor British
rule, the ex-King Cakoban having ceded his
domains to Queen Victoria, only asking m
return that Englaud take future control of
them.,  Sioce that Lime great prospenty has
boen tho result.  Qur farmers received tho
i;uld medal at the Centennial exhubition, tho
’aris oxhibition, and at the Sydnoy exihubi-
tiou for Seca Jsland cotton, They aleo took
the gold medal for cofiec at the Iate Sydnoy
cexhibition. The growth of cotton has only
Leen recontly introduced on tho islands, but
is making great strides. In the production
of sugar much progress has been made, and
in tho next fow ycars large crops will be ox-
orted, A Sydney corporation has recently
invested £150,000 in sugar plantations, and
it is expected that other companics will fol-
low, tho climate being oxcellent for the
growth of sugar cane. Thero arc iany
thousai 13 of acres of land on the larger is-
lands sot apart for the production of cocoa.
nuts, and quito a trade has been catablished
with tho Sydney and Australian colonics,
Tho copra, which is really tho moat of the
coosnut, is valuable and turned into oil.
Tho coffeo yicld in the third yecar sftor plan-
tation is cxcollent and has, in many in.
stances, owered in tho sccond year.  ‘Tho
labour market is all that is nceded. Tho
goverument does not cacourage tho cinploy-
ment of native labour at a distance
from their homes, asz it tends to decreaso
tho population of tho Islands. Abun-
dant labour can be obtained through the
overnmont froin tho Solomen islands and
Now Hcbnides at a very cheap mate. The

cost to tho planter with food 15 less than 1s.
per day. Imigration has lately been started
with tho Induan colonics, 0 as to provide
for any demand that may be made by reason
of tho extra cultivation of land. These Ia-
bourers are generally engaged for threo
years, and recerve thoir pay at ono tune, at
the ond oi the contract, which cannot exceea
that peusod. Then they aro seat home, and
if they ~hoose to retura thoy can do so after
a linmitod time. ‘They are paid through tho
government, and the oaly cost Lo tho planter
in the three yearsis the price of the importa-
tion and return of the mean.

“Trade, in various commercal produc.
tions, is growing rapadly, and 1o the next
year or two it 1s expectod to be still more
colarged.  The revenue returns, before the
Inlands wero ceded to the English govern.
ment, amounted to about £13,000. 1In 1578,
after four ycars of the preswnt admimstra-
tior, the rcturns footed up £70,400, and
Iast year £90,000. Tho white population
now nuinbers 2 httle over 2,000, and tho
native 100,000, Lzst ycar tho burths cx-
ooxded the deaths to a large degree. Tho
aroa of the Islands is about $0,000 acrer, and
tho inhabitod part is greater than the whele
of tho West Indiex,  The largest and rejre-
sentativo islaod is Fiti Jovao, about the mize
of Jamaica, and the recond of importance,
Suva, similar to that of Porto lica. The
climate is wenderfully good for that of a
tropical country, and thero is an utter ab-
sence of malarial fever, the only discase Le-
ing dyscntery, occasionsd by pecr living,
and drinking to excesx.  The natsves arce by
no means of zn ndolent dizpouticn as ene
would wuagiae, A largo uumber of them
<mploy themaclves in cultivating eutten or
oocoanuts o their vwn acccunt, and as a
whole, are a peacealls race.  There are no
Earopoan soldicrs vn the 1alands cawle of
thoao atiached to tho goveroment depart-
ment. The lalands are dwidad inte ten pro-
vincos, and cach 18 governed by a sulegover-
nor, or roka, as they arce termed. These are
assted by the advice of 3 Eurepean magise
trate. They mako a retura of abeud £39,000
to tho government yaarly on account of
cxpenses.  The celoay 1y self-supporting,
and pava fer & mail between Sydncy and
Yits Leva,

¢ Cannibalism is a thing of the past. No
more of it is scen or over will bo heard of
again, Tho natives have become Christians
through tho agoncy of tho Wesloyan
churches aud tho Romun Catholic mission.
arice  In 1876 thero were somo ten thou.
sand capnibals, who chiofly rosided in tho
mountainous interior of tho Viti Levu,
Thoy committed serious outrages upon tho
coast natives, and to-day all of them aro as
peacablo and as loyal as ono could wish thom
to bo.

Bathing.

It is important to recognizo that the only
virtuos of water as used by tho bather are
two—namcly, its valuo as a clesnsing agent,
and as a surfaco stimulant. In this last ca-
pacity it sunply acts as a modium affocting
the temperaturo of tho part to which 1t 18
applicd, or which 18 unmorsed 1n 1t,  Right
views of tho fact 1n referonce to this matter
aro important, as there cau bo ne question
that some persons overrato the uses of cold
water, and run conmderable risks i their
pursuit of them. Livery beneficial action
that can be cxerted by a bath s secured by
simply dippivg in the sea, or a very modor-
ato affusion of cold water 1 Excopt in casos
of high fever, when 1t 18 desired to reduco
the heat of tho Ludy by prolonged contact
with cold, a bath of any considerablo dura-
tion 18 likcly to bo tnjunous, Then, agaw,
it is necessary to recognizo the risk of sud-
denly driving the blowd from the surface 1n
upon tho organs. The * pluoge,” or “dip,”
or ‘““shower,” or “douche,” is intonded to
produce a momentary deprossion of the tem-
peraturc of tho surface in tho hopo of acea.
sioning a reaction wluch will briog tho
blood ﬁack v tho surface with increased wi.

our, and almost iustantly. If this return

ocs fivt take place ; if, in a word, redoess
of tho skin is not a very rapid consequence
of the immersion, it is impussiblo that tho
bath can have been uscfa), and io nino cases
out of ten, when tho surface is left white or
cold, it does harmn.  The measure of valuois
the redness which cnsuces promptly after tho
bath, and this reaction should bo prodaced
without the nced of much frictivn, or the
bath is got worth taking.

Water Telescopes for Watching the
Movements of Fish.

Thave rcad somewliere a groad acccint of
water telescopes. 1 thunk itis an Galton's
‘¢ Art of Travelhing,” wlich is full of infor
mation. I also when a student, read of
there betg wsedt on sotne engineenuye work
4 think 1t was dunng the improvement of
the Thannen over thirty years ago. The
qnumplc 1s that you can see }-lamly to agreat
deptl in water, especialiy 1if the ‘bottom of
the sea or nver 18 of a light colour, 1f the sur-
face 13 })crfeclly smooth. Ona perfectly calim
day, when the surface of the sea was like »
narror, 1 have scen scallops netted at Port
Magee, Valencia, w from three to four fa-
thews of water, and on other o rous,onthe
west ceast 1 have planly stuc 1 the Lottom
of the sca tn a far greater depta, while fisher-
men have told me that on such calm days
they have seen the bottom . over forty or
bty fathoms. Such calm day< are of rare
oueurrence, and if there is the least ripple on
the surfa ¢ you vanuot see nto the water.
The use of the telescope, therelore, ix to gt
below the distutled sutface into solid water.
Imade a watertelescope that 1 found very
effis tive, It was a tin map case, stott three
i hex i disaneter, and about three and ahalf
feet Iang. 1 took offthe tupand knecked ont
the N ttem, and looked through the tube
when the end was atuuit a foot, ora font and
a hall telew the surface. 1 hadne glassinat,
Iut a glass amaght be an advantage, ax it
woubt Keep a coluzan of airin the tube, and
thus prevent the water oscillating an it [
would like to know 1o what dopth the Nor-
Wegiau fishierme i can swv. Thewater in ther
thondy iy veny olear, Bke the walir of the
west enst cf feelaned, futo which you caa see,
for mu L groater depths than te the water
off theast vast. Infat, when the tide 1»
o o in the Irish Sea it s rarcly pess-
Ph that yeran s lawn into it anpwhen
within balf a wile of the coat, as the **gidal
et and the watal * ground swell™ keeps
1rty. On this wooamnt 1 am afrael the
("1"\::10 mght not Taeas e tive asateusht
tv Yo an the laaliies ienticned Ly Dr
B lland,

Tue Freach Gavernment has cut off the
usual allowance of 8,000 £, « v 10,001, to tho
Relormed Chareh of France for tho forma.
tica o new panshos. Tho Chambors will

Tuo Sound of Thunder.

Tho noxt remarkable feature of the storm
is the thundi.r, corresponding, of course, ou
tho largo scalo, to tho snap of an cloctrio
spark, Horv wo aro on comparatively suro
ground, for soun< ia much more thomughlﬁ
understood than is olectricity. Wo spea
habituslly and without cxaggoralion of tho
¢rash of thunder, tho . lling of thunder, aud
of & peal of thunder ; and various other torms
will suggest themsclves toyou as being aptly
employed in different cascs, All of theso
aro caaily oxplained by known properties of
sound. ‘Tho origin of tho sound is, in all
cases, to bo bo looked for in tho instantanc-
ous and violent dilatation of thoair along
tho track of the lightning-flash, partly, no
doubt, duo to the disruptive cffects of clec-
tricity of which 1 havo already qf)oken, bat
maly duo to the cxcessivo riso of tompera-
turc which renders tho air for n moment =0
brilliantly incandescent. Thero is thus an
oxtremely sudden compression of the air all
rouad tho track of tho spark, and a less sud-
den, but still rapid, rush of the airnto tho
partial vacuum which it produces. Thus
the sound-wave produced must at first bo of
tho nature of a boro ur breaker. But as
such a state of motion is unatable, after pro-
ceeding 8 modcrato distance the sound be-
comes analogous to other loud but leas vi- ient
sounds, such as thoso of tho dizchargo of
guns.  Were thero fow clouds, were tho air
of nearly umversal density, and tho flash a
short ono, this would completely describe
tho phenomenon, and we should have a
thundor erash or thunder clap, according to
the greato~ or loss proximity of tho scat of
discharge. But, as bas long boen well
knowz, not moroly clouds but surfaces of
separation of masses of air of differcat densi-
ty. such as constantly occur in thunder
storms, rcfiec? vibrations in the air ; and thus
wo may havo many successive echoes, pro-
lorgiog the original sound. But thero is
another cause, often more cfficient than
these. When tho flash is a long ove, all its
parts being nearly equidistant from tho
observer, he hears tho sound from all thess
parts simultanoously ; but if its parts be at
very different distances from him, ho hears
successtvely the sounds from portions fur.
ther and further distant from him, If tho
flash bo much zig-zagged, long portions of
its course may run at ono and the same dis-
tanca from him, and tho sounds from thesc
arrivo simultancously at his car. Thus wo
bave no difficulty in accountiug for the roll-
1ing and pealing of thunder, It is, infact, a
mero consequence, somotimes of tho reflec.
tion of aound, sometimes of the finite veloci-
ty with which 1t 13 promulgated. Theusual
rough cstimate of fivo scconds to a mile is
near cnough to the truth for all ordinary
calculation of the distance of a flash from
the obsorver. The extreme distance at
which thunder1s heard :s not great, when
we consider tho frequent great intenmty of
the sound. No trustivorthy obzervation
gives in general moro than atout 9 or 10
milce, though thero are cases in which it is
posmible that it may havo boen heard 14
miles offl. Bat tho discharge of a sioglo
canoon is often hcard at 50 mile, and the
noiso of s sicge or naval engagement has
ccrtainly been heard at a distance of much
moro than a hundred miles, Thero are two
roasons for this : the first depends upon the
extremo suddenncss of the groduct:on of
thunder; the socond, and perhaps the most
cffoctive, on the cxcossivo wvariations of
density in the atmosphere, which aro iavan-
ably associated with a thunder-storm. In
certain cascs thunder has boen propagated,
for moderate distances from its apparcat
source, with a velocity far oxoecding that of
ordinary sounds. Thisused to boattributed
to the extremo suddenness of its production;
but it is not casy, if wo adopt this hypothc-
sis, to sco why it should not occnzin all
cascs, Sir W. Thomson has aupplicd a very
differeat cxyhnation, which requires no uno-
tsual velority of sound, bocause it asserts
the prvduction of the sonnd simoltancously
at all parts of the air between the greund
and the cloud from which the lightming 18
discharged.

MR, Mackay, tho Bananza mllionaire, is
szid t9 bave become mornae and suspicnus,
30 many adventurers and impostors having
I:ncuocd on hum that he haslost faith in
uman nature,

Ir makes a inuther's heart revert to her
younger days when she comos into the par-
lour next merning after her daughtes's boan
hag bacn roand, and tinds only eae chairin
front of the tireplico aud the others aith‘g

ba asked to ronow tho grant,

aleng tho wall as if thoy bada’t been tonch
for tim yoars,

Big Tarms on tho Pacific Coast.

The * Mammoth Farm,” of tho Blacklook
Whoat Growing Company of Washington
Territory, comprises 60,000 acros of wheat
land, of whioh 25,000 acres aro fonocod.
Ground has beon broken {or a crop which is
oxposted to foot up betwoen 300,000 and
408,000 bushols.

Anothor largo farm is that of Dr, Huy™ J,
Glenn, of California. It is in tho Sa
mento Valloy, and comprises 65,000 acy
of which 46,000 acres wero in wheat thic
yoar, Tho ownor had provided 350,000
sacks, cach holding 140 pounds, but at last
roports thoy promisod to bo unequal to the
task of holding the crop. Dr, Glenn has his
own machine shops, blacksmith shop, saw
and planing mills, etc. Ho manufactures
his own waggons, soparators, hoaxders, har-
rows, and ncarly all the machinery and im.
plements used. Ho has employed 60 men in
sooding and 150 in harvest, 200 head of
horsesand mules, 65 grain headers and othor
waggons, 150 sots of harnoss, 12 $wolve.
foot headers, § sulky hay rakes, 12 cight-
mulo cultivators, 4 Gom secd sowors, 8
Buckoye drills, 8 mowers, 1 forty-cight inch
sopsr stor. 3G feet long and 13} fcot high,
w1 & - pacity of 10 boshels per minuto; 1
forty-in.u soparator, 36 feot long; 2 forty-
foot clevators for sclf-foeder, 1 stcam barloy
or feed mill, and 2 twenty horse power
engines. Tho forty-cight 1nch soparator
thrashed, on tho 8th of August, 1879, 5,779
bushels of whoat.
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Eysterxia.

Hysteria is by no means confined to wo-
men, for onc of tho worst attacks which I
bave witoessed occorred in a man, This
gentloman ono day found ho had lost his all,
aad on returning home, ho bocamo tho
victim of laughing and crying, until sheer
oxhaustion brought an cad to tho attack.
"This was quite involuntary, Bat it might
bo remarked that oven in hystena such a
thing as fashion provails, showing that a
ccrtain power of restraint may used.
When 1 wasa boy, hysteria . as the fashion ;
and if during convorsation any remark was
made to touch = hdga sensibilities, zho
would clinch her hands, make s wry face,
her oyelids would undergo a rapid vibration,
sho would givo a sob or two, and sink from
her chair.  Tho cure was sonomplished by
throwing cold water over her faco; and if
this cocroached on her neck or wetted her
dress, the cure was very sadden and com-
plete. Daring church servico, it vess the
uzual practice to bavo a young lady carried
out; but I think asa rulesho belonged to
an inferior class, whose kind of work during
tho woock did not allow them to play drosa-
making tricks with thewselves on 'a Sun.
day; for if I rerember rightly the curo was
effected in their caso by tho call for a pen-
koife. This was usod to loosen tho body-
armor, when a loud oxplosion took place,
followed by a doep sigh and a spoody re.
covery of the patient. So fashionablo was
fainting or hysterica in church, that 1 have
a lively remembrancs of a youn? 1ady who
had a weekly attack, aud was often carriod
out by a gentloman in the next pew. As
thezo two wero atterward marriod, 1 appro-
hend that this was ono mode of courtship. I
am oaly too thankful to chink, for tho poaco
of other people, that this method of forcing
matrimony gono out,

Disappoaranco of a Ratway Train.

_For a milway train to be lost, to entirely
disappear, would scem o be almost impos.
siblo, yet this curious casnalty bas actually
hapg,cnod in tho United States o0 the Kane
sas Pacific Railway, which has spent §2500
in scarching for tho runaway, and hasat Iast
given it up in dospair, About 100 milos
west of Kansas city, tholino rons through a
placo called Monatony, which was visited
somo timo agoby a terriblo storm and water
spout, over GOO fect of track having been
washed away. Tho adjacent neighbour-
hood, which consisted of huge rollin prai-
rie, was cight fect under water, ang it iz
conjacturod that tho locomotive waggons (it
Juckily not beiug a passenger tran) were
carried away and buriod under a landslip,
This is tho socond time of such an occur
rende, aa engine having been loat ina quick-
sand at Kiown Crock in ISIS,
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*“How musically his hoof-boats sound 1"
cxclaimed an enthuaiastic Yover of tho tarf,
a3 St Jalien spoeded aroand the course at
Brighton last weck.  ““Yea” repliod his
n_utt.grof-fact companion; “he is boating

{ims,



