AND CANADIAN TEACHER,

So it is with tho human intellect; it grows prin-

cipally by its own action. ‘L'he (reator has socon-
stituted 1t.  Every individual must for the most
sart educate himself.  Teachers are helps; 8o are
{)ooks, Lat the work s his own.  The farmer docs
not make the blade of corn grow; he only feeds it,
and that is all ke means by growg cora,

So with the chuld; 1t will educate 1tself if you
manage 1t properly, and if 1t never learns to edu-
cate itsulf, 1t will never  bevomme educated in the
true sense of the term,

Don't give a child food (I mean mental fond)
that 1t cannot or will not digest or assimulate, or,
if you please, appropriate to 1its own mental

owth. If you do, 1t will surcdy become a mental

)'S{gcptxc.

When you enter a school-room and find a teacher
almost distracted by a set of httle five-year-olds,
trying to teach them the alphabet by pomting out
to cach individual c¢inld each mdividual letter, and
paming 1t and compelling the chnld to name it after
bim, in order to remember it, don’t you think that
teacher deserves pity ?  But don’t the chuldren de-
serve more ? 1f they learned those letters at all,
it was by a simple etiort of the memory; there was
no arousing of the 1ntelligence, no association of
ideas.

Who of us has not some painful recollections of
ABClife? Not very long ago I witnessed the
misery of a set of little boys who were trying to
get o spelling lesson that had been assigned them,

It was evidently an irksome task to remember
just how to spell such words as “ palladium,’
“isosceles,” ‘“1sothermal,” * cephalopodous,” and
a whole string of simila1 words that they would
not Erobah]y meet with in Jeir course of studies
for threc or four years to come.

It sce:ned not only an absolute waste of time,
but a positive injury, for they were words that the
httle }cllows conld make no use of; but the teacher
said it was cultivating the memory. That seemed
about as sensible as a frait-grower, who would eut
back all the boughs of a trec but one, and so pro-
ducing a one-sided, disproportioned, ungraceful,
monstrous limb, rather Sm:m a tree. A sensible
man would tram it and prune it, so that it would

w erect and well balanced, and become an ob-
ject of healthy attraction.

Our object should be to cultivate the Ludding in-

telect symmetncally, tocallinto action as many of

the undeveloped faculties as possible. 1t 1s very
much with the mind of a child as with its body;
confine one of its arms and allow it to exercise the
other only, the latter will develop its muscle and
stiength, while the other will waste and grow fee-
ble. Sometnnes we hear a teacher apologizing for
waut of thoroughness in a certan class in this way.
He says, through error of judgment on the part of
some former teacher, this boy has been advanced
to the thund book when he should be m the second:
or, that boy 1s working nterest when he ought to
be in reduction, and 1t will not do to put him back,
as it would seem to him and his parents as retro-
grading, and the school would get a bad name. 1«
not that teacher wantaing m moral courage who can
sacrifice his convictions to the wlims of odiers?
He need not act arbiatrary, anly prudently and
reasunably, to accomphish the end desired. Tweo
results are likely to follow. One is, that the
teacher may lose his reputation, and the other is,
that that bay will not probably ever make anacca-
tate scholar.  He islaying the foundation of super-

ficial habits that will ching to him through lifc. In’

! ia nonsense that a teacher dare not do as he ought;

" he 18 degrading his professiom,

! Perhaps it is not out of place just to refer te wne
nanner i which ustory s too often taught m our

"Cunmmen Nchools, Tt seems for the most part an

Vetfart to recollect dates of Lirths, of marnages and

tof deaths, of battles, of victonies and defeats, be-
sides of the numbers killed, woundel and taken
prisoners,  Seldom 1s 4 moral cuforeed or 4 princ-
*»lu dinlncads consuuently, it s too otten et to

e adry and irksome stwdy. It s much to be re-
grettad that our young people do not study lustory
wore profitably.  Historieal studies are kopt far
ton much in the background, and are valued much

Ston little, The student of lustory has the advan.

Stage of the tourist if hie only huows 1t He may,
without the cost of transportation, be intioduced

“mto new states of soaety s he way see new passions
aml hLear new modes of epresstons. His mind

tmay b cularged by conte Lplating the wide diver-

Usity o1 laws, of morals and of manners.

i Somee persons study history like sumie eacursion-
ists that I know of, who went to the Centennial
and returned with minds as cuntracted asf they

1 had never stepped frm their vwn market town.

- They saw thelbig en%:nc, the big horse, the big gun

"and the big house; they had become fully satiated

'in a day or a partof a day's secing, but were no

Uwiser for thewr pains and their eaxpense. The

!'beautiful paintings had no attractions for them;

" the vast, complicated machmery produced no ad-

| miration; the varied contrisances of human skill as

Iabor-saving implements were merely specimens of

humlayg to swindle them out of their meney. True,
they were to the Centenmal, but they could hardly

say that they saw the exlulntion.  Most people,
says Macaulay, look at past times as princes look
at foreign countries. More than one illustricus
strangor, said he, bas landed on our shore amid
the shout of a mob; has dined with the King; has
seen the Guards reviewed; has cantered along Re_
gent strect; has visited St. Paul's and noted down
its dimensions, and has then departed. thinkin,

that he had seen England. But ot the vast an,

complicated system of society, of the fire shadesof
natwnal character, of the practical operation of
government and laws, he knows nothiig.  If we
wish to study Enghsh history, we w.uld go at
times with Dickens mto the crowds of the exchange
and the coffee-houses; we would obtain aa.~*ttance

“to the convivial table aud the domestic hearth; it

Fwould not be unprofitable to visit with him the

" schouls and schoolmaster of Ender.

I I may be wrong, but 1 look at the noveis of

:C. Iickens and Sar W, Scott as a good supplement
to British history, and, in connection with i, to

"he read at all timex with pleasure and profit. One

"thing mere 1T wish to say:it is thus:—A s'ur has

+ been cast upon our nobile school system by the sep-

!arate sclmn{ advacates in calling it o godless sys-

"tem. There may be at best an appearance of truth

"in that charge. for there 18 searcely a question dis-
cussed without a hittle on erither side. 1t as in the

"pravinee of the teacher, I think, tomecet this charge
successfully, 1if there s only the inchimation.  The

. teacher deals with n ol agents, and he camnot
help but exert an influence, whether he will ornot,

“that will tell upon the chald’s future history. How

Nimportant, then, 10 is that he inculeates into tho

Jyaung and tender consctence those great eternal

principles of virtue, truth, love, justice and mercy

that charcterize and lay at the foundation of truc

Chnstianity. Teachers as well as parents are




