
AND CANADIAN TEACIIER.

So it is with the humait intellect; it grows prin ii nonsense that a teacier dare not do as lie ouiglt;
cipally by its owin action. hie Creator lias so con- he is iegradmng his profession.
stituted it. Every individual mutist for the moat Perhaps it is not out tif place jtst to refer tu. one
part educate hinself. Teabche'rs are lielps; so are muir ii wlich hetory is toot oftei taiglt mn our
books, but the work is lis on . The fariner does Coumnîîî Schools. It seems for the muo'st part ait
not make the blade of corn grow; lie only feeds it, eLfrt to recolleet dates tif births, f marriages and
end that is al le means by growig corn. if deatlis, of battles, of % ictn 'i tes adit defuats, be.

Sa o ith tho chld; it vil educate itself if you s odes of the nlbers k1le!, u'inlo] ail ttken
manage it poporly, and if it ievtr learns to edu- psnirs. Seldomi i, a muoral . tif- rcue o'r a prinei-
cate itelf, 1.ui! neser bect edîucated in the ple iiu i. coniuently, it i. too utten tlit tà
truc selse cf the tern. te a hy and irkmie tiuty. It is iiic h téo le re-

Don't give a chill fooi (I mnean mental fool) grstted thîat our p un lople doI not study iistory
that it cannot or vil net digest or assiinunlate, or, tmr protiitabli. Itstînrieal stuites are kpt far
if yeu ph.se, apopriate te its own mental t-, ruticli in the biekgi miii. and are alue mituch
growtht. If you do, it ill surely becme a mental t" Littie. The student oif Iiistory lias the advan-
dys7 ep tic. tage of the toirist if hie only kiows it. lie imay,

\ltn you enter a school-rioi aud find a teaclier w h,'îut the cost of trai.si tation, Le inîtiaidicel
almnost distracted lby a set tif little five-year-olds, mt, neVw states Of siety; he meay see tnw passions
trying to t-ach theim the alphabet iy poiting out and lear new moles 'f e r ns. its iiiiid
to acl indivulual e!inld each iidividuîal letter, and may h. tnlarged by coiit *LItiig the wide tiver-
naming it and cSupelling the clild te name it after sity o1 laws, of morals aind oi ianners.
bim, in order te reimember it, don't yen tinîk that i persons stidy history ike somuîe e.eiirsioi-
teacher deserves pity ? But don't the chiliren de- ists tiat I know tif, u ho eit toi the Ceiteimial
serve more ? If they learned those letters at all, tand retirned %i ith minds as contracted as if they
it was by a simple effort of the menory; there was i liad nîever stepped fr. i thteir oinii market toin.
no arousing of the intelligence, no association of They sai the big enginte, the big herse, the bie guin
idea. and the big ouse; they liad becoine fully satiated

Who of us lias not some painful recollections of' in a day or a part of a day's seeiiig, but were no
A B C life ? Net very long ago I witnessed the I wviser for tieir pains and their expense. The
misery of a set of little boys who were trying te I l.eauîtiful paintings liad! no(i attractions for theni;
get a spelling lesson that hatd beei assigned them. ' the vast, comiplicatel nachlttmery produced ne ad-

It was evidently an irksone task te remeiber I miration;, the varied coitrisaiees of humain skil as
just h)ow to spell stch words as "palladium," labor-saving impleients were mîercly specimens of
"isosceles,'' " isotlhernr," " ceplialopoidois," and hunbug to swindle thei ont of their iniîey. True,
a ihiole string of similaî words that they would they w ere te the Centeînial, lit they could hardly
net probably mîeet with in eir course of studies say that they saw the exlhibition. Most people,
for three or four ycars to come. says Macaulay, look at past times as princes look

It see:iietl not only an absolute waste of time, it roreign countries. More than one illustricus
but a positive injury, for they iwree words that the straiig'r, saîîl lie, lias latded ou our shore amid
little fellows cotuld niake no use (if; but the teacier the shtout of a nob; has dined with the K'ng; has
said it was cultivating the menory. That seenied seen the Guards reviewed; lias cantered along Re.,
about as sensible as a fruit-grower, who would cuit gent street; lias visited St. Paul's and noted own
back all the bouglis of a tree but one, and so lire- its dimensions, and lias then departed. thinking
ducing a one-siled, disproportioned, ungraceful, that le lad seen England. But ot the vast and
monstrous limb, rather than a tree. A sensible complicated system of society, of the fie shades of
man would train it and pruime it, so that it wouhl national character, of the practical operation of
grow erect and well balanced, and become ani ob- governmîtuent and laut s, lie knows nothi îg. If we
Ject of iealthy attraction. wish te stuîdy Englisli history, ire wuld go at

Our object should be te cultivate the l-dding iii- timnes with Dickens iiito th crowrds of the exchtange
tellect symnetrically, to call into action as many of and the t.offee-houses; vie w tould obtain astance
the uditiceloped faculties as possible. It is very to tlie coiivin ial table and the donestic heartih; it
much with the mmii oi a child as with its body; w %roull not be unprofitable te visit vith hira the
confine one of its armis and allow it to exercise the' schools and schooliaster of Ender.
other only, the latter will develop its muscle and I m iîay be wrong, luit 1 look at the novels of
steiength, while the other iwidl wraste and grow fee- C. 1iekensi anid Sir W. Scott as a good supplement
ble. Sometines we iear a teacher apologizing for te BritisI iistory, and, in connectionz with it, to
wvant cf tioroiglhness in a certain clss in this way. 'lie read at all times \ ith pleasire and profit. One
li says, through error of judgient on the part of thîing mtre i wih te îav it is this:-A r'tr lias
sene former tcacher, this iu.y has beiei advanced .lbeen cast Ri ui our noble school systent by the sep.
te the tmiirl iook w%-heu lie siiuld lie m the second: !arate chool advocates in, caliing it a godhess sys-
or, that boy is wrorkimg iterest wlien lie ouglit te ' teim. 'hecre iiay lie at best an appearance of truth
lie ii reuiictioi, and it will not do ta put liimu back, 'in that charge, ftr thtere is searcely a question dis-
as it woiild seell toi himi and lis parents as retro- cuissed u ithtut a lîttle onii cither side. It is in the
grading. and thie school would get a had name. l' ' provmee .f tlhe teacher, I thmnk, t encet this charge
not that teacher wvtanîtmg mt ioral courage w-ho can sucecssfilly, if there is oily the iiiclinatiin. The
sacritice lits convictions ta the wlîns of odiers?, teacher ieals vith nu oral agents, and he canliot
lie need not act arbitrary, 'mly prudently and heli but exert ai itfluecîte, uhether ie will or not,
mastiiably. te accomiiplish the end desired. Twore tlat u ill tell upnit the cbid's future history. How
results are likely te fullow. Onc is, that the iiiîinrtaiit, then, i; is that le incielcates mîtx, the
teaucler imay lose his reputatin, and tle other is, .<oung and tender conscience those great eternal
that thtat boy wil not probably ever niake an acc iri pnine îles of i irtue, trutli, lore, justice and mercy
rate scholar. lie is laying the founidation of super- th1at caracterize and lay at the foindation of true
ficial habits that will cliug te hint through life. It, Cîinstiainity. Teaciers as well as parents are


