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,of disposition, and a gcntlcness of manners with an inborn
gaiety of beaut, that siione ever in lier briglit blue cyes, and
glittered on tic pearly teeti, of lier gladsoine sinile, niit
well bo said te have been lier natural gifta frein God.-
Thieso lovcly endowments guided lier amusements, direeted
her studies, and finally stamîîed lier literary aid social chia-
racter. Livcly, and kind, and frank in bier demnnour,
every body approachied lier with confidence ; and, quick in
observation, she rend mids and manners %vith a readinces
and clearnesa of deduction, tliat gave te bier youth a jîrece-
cious experience ; peopling, I mighît say, bier imagination
witb a variety cf subjeets, and perfecting that presitling
judgnicnt over tbose tenants cf the brain, wlîieh afterwards
grattuahly *but rauiidly ' gave te thein a local hiabitationi and a
naine,' ini the estimation of an approving worMd."l

Our young authorcsss fit essays were very carly-*rtale.,
both ini prose and verse; but intended. ouly for lier sser's
car, or, at most, for tic littlo fanihywork table.

Mrs. Porter had become a resident in London, iîc Anut
Maria brouglit out tbe flrst wvork rcally sanetionedl by lier-
self; namely, tlie "Il ungarian Brothers" Thougi stifl,
in age, a mere girl, genius and lier surprising observation
gave bier a foresigbt now inte cliaraèter, and a felicity in
pourtraying il, with an elegant iluency of language, wlieh
(civ ever attain, and being in a rarcly conîposed, tliongh
ainail soeiely, which lier respectedl noîhuer daily drew arcund
lier children, tlie young authoress hld only te look froin
aide te, side for attractive manners and bigli.toned motives
of action ; and putting thein together in thie pure crucible
of-her civa principles, produce tbat beu.-tiful gemn, cf a brigl
promise, whieh wc bave just inaused. It rapidly ran througlî
several editions, and lias been a stotdc worlc over since. The
narrative is founded on the fraternal affections, for a lesson
of virtue was elways tbe motive -of lier auttiorship.-Tlie
icene of "4The Hungarian Brothers" is lad in Hungary,
Germany, and the adjacent ivilder countries. Iu one cf tic
latter, she gives a peeuliarly inîcresting account of the terri..
fie mines of Istria. TMie brothers are young mnilitary mcii.
wlio served under tlie command cf the justiy renowned.
Archduke Chaslesý, during the faxnous campaigns against re-
publican France. Geueral Morseau, the great artagenlît cf
the Archduàe in those bard-feught fields, cbanced te meet
Miss Anna Mlaria P>orter's romance iu a French translation ;
and was se, dligbted with the fidchity te tlie real facts, added
te the deep interest cf thec dramnatic tale slio hll connectcd
vwits bis batties, that lie ever afterwards gave it a place ini
bis travelling library.

lie next work cf thie successfül autliess was the luisto-
rical tale cf "eDon Sebastian, or thie lieuse cf Draganma"
lier preface tells us that "b1 istory and tradition anpplied.
ler vits ample materWala" And we find ber =aking goed
use cf them; conducting bier renders vits the hero over mcre
than balf tic vorld ; nanscly, Portugal, Spin, Africa, Sy-
irie, Arabie Persia, and tlien te, South Americii, the tbeas
newly-diseovercd bemisphere.

"tei Recluse cf Norway" succeded the. aboie. lIs
drna la laid in Norw;ay an.d Spain. Thoe promaincut dia-
scteristics cf the hiero, are impregnable probity, and grati-
tude for past benefîts. And the tive sisiersi Anastatia iusd
IEhleaf,-whe, in point cf thoir natural and contraseid greces
cf grave ana gay, are like the soit, shadow assa getie liglit
te each ctlier,-we fiud a beautiful picture cf mutual affec-
tion. Tlicugh ne humais being ever baa i ore siodest es-
timation cf berseif is every respect, tlian the ycung histoiiais
cf this cbarming tivain, and herself wculd have becs thie
lam cf aIl modela ia lier evu cyca; yet none vIte kuew bier
well, and vho reail the cliarecter cf EUlesf-its simplictty,
ils truili, ils wîus!Vg dehight in ail tisat made ber sister be
demd lefirst and faircat;" its joy in lber liappines and in
proinotiag that of a&U around lier; its bulmy, gladdening
siit, dilrusing coinfoi when. nzecic, snd sn evesyviere,

wlienever slîe eppoaredt.;-nouo could renu thuis lovely pie-
turc, and net sîsy, "Out cf the fulness cf tlie hcart, the peil
hith indeed spoken ; sud Iu Ellesif, the authior lias inon-
scieushy cravî lier owu swel aiý cngagisig chieractor."

Thurce ycars after thîls pt,',!,ication, she wrote "IlMic
Kuigbts cf St. Johnus;" a tr'.aicO cf the sixtoenîh century,
un whiîel thse introduces thie fannous siege cf Malta. Thoe
thieme cf the story is the f.ieiîdsltip of tlie kniglit Giovanni
ivith Cesarie Adimnosi, r. noble Genoes; a friendship hike
that betiveen Jonathan anad David.

Mliss Annus Maria Povîrer's next worlc was "TlMie Fast of
St. Magicien -" the scee lies clsiefly et Florence, smid
Il îlombrosas multitude of leeves ;" snd tlie ehysian vil-
dernesses of Il bde Deserlo. Thie family cf Nedici are tlîe
principal persoei.cs of the story, ansd thie domestie virtuci;
tlîe stubjeet ; amongst wliich, an instance cf love and meek-
ness nuitually triumpliing ever a very uistressing personal
def.'ct, is must aflbelinghy sud iinpressivcly pourtrayed.

To tItis justly poptilar svork, 1 Tîte Village cf Maricu-
ndorpt" succSed, in 1821. liolîn, and far-stretchiing
(lerinany, are ils countries; filial uiety ils suhîject, in te
persoits of lttupert Rosellieim te a virinous but utifortunate
nothier, aîîd of Meeta Muhttildenore te a vencrnble astd perse-

eîîted fathier. The niaternal cbaracter i-q flnehy drawu ini
MaýIdaîie llosellieiin ; andi, in truth, the authoress could nul
hanve hadl a more admirable niodel thii lu ihiat cf lier cwii
estimabhle parent.

Il Iochie Blanche, or the Il1uuter cf thie PyrencSç," fol-
losved tic preeeding novel ln thie course cf the next year.
Its sublime scencry, and eveuts, belong te tbe inagruessmnous
struggle of the Ilugotiot., durîng thse oppressive influence cf
the Cuises agaiuîst thsemns u every part cf Europe; bringing
boîh putblic and private virtues iste fusll action, fraughl iviti
ail thie Chîristianî graces. And so0 lively are the creatures cf
tie authior's imaginations wresight, up with flue persons wise
actually existcd ai ithe lime, wie have some difflculty lu dis-
tinguisluing belvecis thue chîlhdren cf lier fancy sud thue chîîl-
dren etf fact. Amongst the former are two sisters, Aighine
andi bleue: thue irai, all that eau ho devoici, iii sncb a te-
latienshîip; tic hast, a boauicus being, willi an estranZed
intellect, but cf a mosl a"obiug lîsierest. W eilî i
'W'alter Scott is terms cf iutimacy willi Miss Anua Maria
Porter, fur fîicir methsers were friends lu Scoassi; auJl
vlien a "4reekîcas yeuths" himself, lie often sturseil tbe 11111e
future poctess on bis kuc.

About the tisue cf tisis lest -.-ore's publication, ftie wriler's
hicalh became mnore theis usuahly delicale ; which lier aurions

uthier ascribiug te ftic loir situation cf bier cottage, (a prelîy
ivy-mantded spot, cos the hardis cf the Thames aI Dîlton,
where shie lied heen living with lier daugl'.ers fer several
years;-) ase hsastened te quit il for anotiser lile abode cf a
simihar description, but on a bill, at Eshier ; a neighbouring
village, about twe imiles fromn tlseir former long-enaearod
bomoe

At Esher, in te autumîs cf 182G, tie sisienu togetber
publihbi tvo Nolumes, entitied 44Tacie round a Wintues
Hcartli.'.' Auna Maris7s quota vere thirce: "M41%iss. Machcay,"
a border tradition; "14Lord Howthi's Rat," an Insu legend ;
sud "4Jeannie ]Halhiday," a Scoîlisls fact: wbicli latter
street tale bas neyer been surpâýscd, lu simple pathos, purity
cf feeling, and nature of effeci. Like the ballazl cf IlAuld
Robin Gray," it gees direct te tho licart. Miss 'Wilkinson,
the accomplisie<i singer, sel Jeannie Halliday's touching
soue, "TheMt anely Star," te lier cvii flue voice, sud oflen
siing it with answering sympsthy.

Our asîfsoress7s nitaotck was eue on modemn muanies;
thnse cf the country parlour, and tIie tcwu drawing-roomi.
lIn wlîich, aclicitous te diserinsinate belveeu the safe and the
dasigerous iu the gay dance cf our fshlionable socielies, Élie
sirove te drav thue jtust lino before thic &tcps of bier youn,
coieniporaies; tisoîun; thocmnt aiwhich poilt- is sîsels Sc,


