. T e

,h,—'.‘”_hm RIS AN g et

ko

" THIS IS THE VICTORY

EVEN OUR FAITH.'

Monthly Letfer.

PURLISHED By

ROLM 2, WESLEY BUILDINGS,

vOoL, xviit
No. It.

TORONTO,
AUC.-SEPT,,
1901,

The Woman's Missionary Socicty of the Methodist Church, Cauada.

PRICE 5 CENTS
A YEAR.

Subjects Far Prayer and Study for the Month.

Aug.—Our Missions in Japan. ‘The I«les of the Sea.

Sept.—Medical Missions.  Mission to Lepers.

Japan.
From Aiss Washington, Kofu, fapan, AApril 4k, 1901.

E have bad a very good winter. It has been mild

and sunny, and there has been very little sickness

in our school or among our evangelistic workers.  “Though

we have had during the term some trying things to deal

with, on the whole the work has prospered well, and we
have a bright outlook for the future.

Our graduating exercises were held yesterday.  ‘The day
was fine, and an unusually large number of guests were
present, many of them being former pupils of the school
Our girls, nearly a hundred in number, wore kilted skirts
of dark red cloth, and various colored waists of silk or of
cottun, with long sleeves. They looked very pretty as they
sat tier upon tier at one end of the long school-room, and
we were very proud of them as they sang or came forward
one by one to read a carefully-written Japanese or Chinese
essay, or to give an English recitation.  ‘l'en little girls
sang a kindergatten song very sweetly. The Governor
was present, and after speaking a few wozds to the teachers
and graduates he proceeded to deliver a moust carnest
address on Temperance, in which subject he is deeply
interested.

On the last Sunday in March we had another temperance
rally for the little ones. In the same month we held a
concert under the auspices of the W.C'TLU. It was
well attended, and many of the numbers on the programme
were well rendered. .

The evangelistic trip to Yoshida, Kurechi and Yamura
was successful and interesting.  The Christians in these
places are few in number, but very earnest, and include
sume of the influcntial men and women of the neighbor
hood. They treaied us (myself and helper) with the
utmost kindness and courtesy. .\t Yoshida some of the
Christians of the place called upon us and.. & very
attentive indeed.  We were met there by the pastor and two
young men from Yamura, and an old gentleman from ncar
Kurechi. That evening in spite of rain, a goodly number
of men and women attended our mecting. Three of the
four who came to meet us accompanied us the next day to
Kurechi. We held a mecting there at two o'clock, with
about scventy persons present, and reached Yamura at
half past six in the cvening, where we were warmly
welcomed. At the evening mecting a judge, the principal
of one of the schools, and other leading men were there,
and they with all the others present seemed deeply inter
csted. Scveral remained to talk afterwards.  We had
another mceting the following cvening, and et out fur
home the next morning, attended on our way as far as a
hutic bridge among the hills by five of the Yamura Chrns
tians. We returned by the road leading over Sasago Pass.
The mountain scenery and air are delightful , the roads are
very bad indeed. -

One¢ day here in Kofu I was out with a helper when a
sudden thunder storm caused us to take refuge in a little
squarcroofed enclosure near the temple. Three or four
men and women who had been working near by hurricd
to our shelter a few minutes afterwards. One of them, a
large, well built man of about furty, began to talk in a loud
voicz that could be heard distinctly above the heavy, beating

rain.  He ponited toa tee not far anay and said it had
been struck in a late storm by the thunder.  He procecded
to say that the following morning he came to the place and
saw distincddy the footmarks of the thunder, left, nght, left,
ending at the foot of the tree. Then all the way down the
tree he saw the marks of the tiwunder's claws where it had
split the trunk from top to botton. 1 said in a low voice
to the Japanese with me, ““IJo you mean to say he thinks
the thunder did it? What in the world does he think
thunder /57"  On our homeward way she explained that
many Japanese beljeve thunder to be a devil with a square
face and two horns, and having claws on his bands and
feet.  dume profess to have seen hum. He s suppused to
hive in the clouds, and the sound of the thunder 1s thuught
to be the angry beating of lus drum. Many people will
not go out in a storm for fear of cncvuntening the wrath of
this demon.

Much of our teaching, especially in the country villages,
has to be of the simplest natute and given in the sunplest
words. On the other hand some of the peopie, wspeuiaily
sume of thuse possessed of wealth and leisure, are prople
of intelligénce, culture and refinement.

During this term seven women have been bapticed. We
have held 131 women's mectings with an aserage attend
ance of cleven.

To impress the nced of more workers upon the young
women of the Church, Mrs. Ross has sent the following
extracts, taken from a private letter of Miss Preston's,
‘T'okyo, Japan:

“1 find there are fully two hundred homes to visit, and
the pessilidifies of thi. wvangelistic wurk o Tuhyu are
sumething wonderlul. I am trying to visit all the honues
of the women unce myself, so as to hnow the wourk, the
women, and just what there is actually to Lo dune. The
more one does the more there seems to do, in visiting one
15 always cuming actuss new humes, and 1 have found
quite a number of the Kofu women scattered hiere and
there through the dty. But we cannut bugin tu cotiapass
the visiting as it ouglit to be dune. Su many women swem
interested, and they nced constant viating and hdp. If
this couuld bu given, there ought swon to bu a large
ingathering.  There is a wide ficld for worh, too, 1 luuk-
ing up and visiting the former pupils of the schoul, su
many of these bdung o influential familics.  Cverywhere
there is the same uning need  the fiddds wlate, but the
laborers oo fuw, If we couid unly cover the work asit
ought to be done, we should have great results.

* Theres so much of interest I would like 1o write you
$0 many iteresung meidents in cunnection with the work.
Today, after our women's mecting, I went to the prayer
meeting in the Ginza church, They are having wonderful
revinal mectings in Kyobashi Ku,, mecuiags are hicid every
might in sume of the churches in that vicinity, wid a dady
prayer meetng in the Giaza church, This afternoun it
was reported that fifty were conterted iast night, and Jhat
528 had deuded for Chnst since the beginning of the
mectings.  Drunkards, gamblurs, Lad women, and provic
of all descniptiona bave beun teached, and wven the ttie
children are beanng their part in the goud  wotk, brng
g their parents and friends, or ut least persuading
them to go.  As one hears of what the childrens are Jving
one s impressed anew with the impurtance of e Sunday
School.”

1 must not forget to tell you that special services are to
be held in our church, Azabu, dunng the wonth of Junc,
and we arte lovking and praying for a large ingathetng.”

May 23rd, 1901.



