
S'r. THOMAS AQUINAS' DEVOTION TO THE HOLY FACE.

S devotion to the IIoly
Face is s0 eharacter-
readersf amelc Our

redr isti ofCanel our
aL hittie suggestion on1

this subject, namely to imitate the ex-

ample of St. Thomnas, the "Angelie

Itoctor,- in the practice of thils act of

religion. The wellknown prayer,
"Anima Christi,"' generally called

"The Prayer of St. Igiiîtiîii,' h ecause

he loved and used it frequently, is, iii
reality. an ont-pouring of the glorious

Domnncan's love. We qîute tUe fol-

lowving extract front his life, recently
puhlished in Th1, , ,/ vf Mb, vîî,
an interesting series of short lives,
written U)v mnibers of tUe (Irder

"To the peu of St. Thonmas, wc arc

ailso indebted for the 'Adoro Te,' for
lieautiful devotions hefoi e anid after

Iloly Conmnunion, and niany other

prayers solid iii doctrine anIld heautiful

in expression. It is a tradlition that
lie coînposed the wvell-known lîrayer'

Sol of Christ 8Ianctifv uIle wlii
wvas a favorite with St. Ignatius, wlio
întroduced it into his bîook of Spiritual
Exercises, thouglh leaviag ont the

lovely petition, 'Light of tUe sacred
countenance of .Jesus, shiiîe <lowi
upoiî me,' Lunmen vultus sacri .le.,î

rue illumina, ' )whicli is fouîid in tUe
old forais of the prayer. Thîis petitioîî
occurs ini the version of the ' Anima
Chîristi,' found in an old prayer.book
called the 'York Hours,' where it is
stated to have been iudulgenced by
Pope John XXII., when said after tUe
elevation at Mass.

"This prayer-book was published ini

15 17, four yenrs hefore the con vei gion
Of St. Ignaflus.''

This is flot the only time we hieur
this great saint sighing after the lighit
of (od's Face. In the " Adoro Te"
we find these lieautiful words:
"Jesu queni velatum i ane tilpcio"

etc.
11Jestis, whomi nt present veiled I

sec, ' etc.
N,ar thîît lie is gîzing on its tinveiled

beautY, will îiot a new thî'i1l of joy bc
nilde<l to lus bhuas, when these words,
lireathci forth lovingly on earth, ,îre
echoed above ? WVilI lie not pî'ay that

in ail vicissitudes of life the "I l.it of

the Sacred Countenance '' may " hint

,wn upon us,"' and that w'e iiiay,

hereafter, see Jestîs "Face to face ?
E. 1i. M1.

The Catholic Chiarch is inidestruct-

ible. It caniiot ie coni1uered. For

twentv centuries states, rulers anîd
societies have tried to crush it. If it

1111( heexi humîain, they would bave
ohliterated it. ]lut it is D)ivinîe. It i-4

thec work of tGod. It lias the proinise
of perpetuit y, let nations or iîîdi viduîîls

rage as they please a1gainst it, for

Chirist Il inisîrîf declared that Ile would
ahicle with it forever. It, therefore,
fear., no muan and no coin ination of

mlen. It ill last until the end of the

«I Prayer for the (tead is more accept.

able than for the living, because ,the

dend are in the greatest need of it,

and unable to hielp thenaselves as the
living are.-Sr. TiiOMAs.
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