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OPEN COMMUNION IN ENGLAND.
(For the Gospel Tribune.)

Believing that the cause of truth rnay be subserved.,
and that an nnjust prejudice against one of -the mosi
honorable and devoted companies of our Lord's mili-
tant hoRts, entertained by another of these companies,
m-ay be fairly met by the circulation of the accompany-
ing article from eminent English Baptists, to, Dr.
Sharp, of Boston, I scnd it for republication. AU who
are not the victims. of the prejudice referred to, must,
admire the candour and ingcnuousness of Dr. Sharp,
ini his introductory observations for the Boston Watch-
man and Reflector. It is true that his course was ne-
thing more than what a heart actuated by justice and
a lo-ve of truth would be led to pursue, yet we so sel-
dom sce it on the part of those Occupying tho saine
denominational relation, that, we are led to admire the
moan the more. We are se mucli accustomed to hear
and sec Language like the foflowing, that anything, dif-
ferent takes us with a grateful surprise. I give yeu
the article entire, as it appeared in the .New York
Baptist Register, from thc peu of thc Editor, Mardli
Sth, 1844, and hcaded "eMixed Communion."

--From an article iîn a recent number of the Advocate,the
effects of the Mixed Communion practice are spoken of
as most disastrous on the Baptist dhurches in Eng-
land, and the writer seems to apprehend that èome of
the English Baptist Ministers conuing over to this
country, may have a contaminatîng influence on thc
churches licre. This is probably littie to be feared;
nevcrtheless, our dhurcies shonld exercise some vigi-
lance in regard to those they réceive among thenm, and
îîot let their kindness to strangers occasion a relaxing
as tothe trnth. "ýObsta prinecipiis"l-Staid firni agninst
the bcginnings of miscbiÏef,-is a Latin maxim, and
Christians cannot be too careful in the observance of
it. The Communion principles of Robert Hall have
donc more mischief in thc world, periaps, than ail that
he lias ever written lias donc good. England lias sad-
ly felt their deleterions effects. The Baptist cause lias,
dragged heavily under them ;probabl Baptisfiswould
have been twice as numerous there had bis influence
neyer been known. One hundrcd thousand is althey
number in the Blritish realm-not one sixth of our de-
nomination in this comparativcly young country 1And
what is the occasion of this difference? In the opinion
of sonie of our greatest and best men, this neutralizing
practice of Mixed Communion lias had mudli to do
ivith i t. A proper circnmspection, therefore, on the
part of our churches in regard to foreigu miaisters, can
do no harm."

(From the Boston Watchman and Reflector.)
MEssas. EDrroas,..The impressions mnade on my

î)w) n md, wien in England, three years ago, ini re-
card to the comparative condition of the strict and
-)pen communion churches, M'cre s0 différent from those
af otier brethren who visitcd tint country, as publish-
ed in our rcli gious ncwspapers, that 1 'wrotc to obtain
correct information from those wio are able and cvcry
way qnalified te give it.

The following is a rcply to ny inquiries. Its inser-
ion, with n vcry short introduction, by my exccllcnt

'ricnd, Dr. E. Steane, of Cambcrweil, near London,
will be an act of justice to our Eniglish bretiren.

DANrIEL SHAaP.
Boston, Deccmber 19.

At lengtl I Fend you a document bearing many sig-
natures, in reply to your letter of last Mardi. It is,
-s you rill infer, intended for publication, in order te

couniteract tic many misstatemerîts on tic subject
which are sent to yonr papers.-Wiether open com-
munion or strict be more iii accordance with the will
of Christ, stands, of course, altogether on otier grouiïds.
But tuis waS not the question ehich thc circumstanccs
requircd to lie met. Tic statements given in this
document migit have been considerably cxpanded,
and others added to theni, but we would ratier under-
state the merits of tic case than exceed thcm, and we
can afford to write with moderation.

1 London, .Nbv. 29, 1848.
DpAni Snt,-Allow us to unite in thanking you for

tic letter whidh you have addressed te one of our
number, iii reference to tic practical effects of tic cue-
tom of many Bapt-ist churches ini this country of re-
ceiving pi)ous Poedobaptists at the Lord's table. The
course Wbich you have. adopted in asking for thc in-
formation maises you in our estecin; if this course
wvere pursned in everv casze in wiich brethreti entertain
doubts of the propriety of tic procedure of any of their
fellow disciples, it wýonld conduce mucli to thc ad-
vancement of truth and te the happincss of thec durcies,

We are the more gratified by your letter, as we arc
aware that reports have reachedt you which have aston-
ished us byt Ieir want of accordance with any fadas
with which we are acquainted. We do not say tiat no
sudh facts as arc alleged have taken place, but we do
assert that they have never come to our krîowledgc.
Were things among us in sucli a state as some writers
in your papers seemn te suppose, we siould lament. it
deeply, and shoulil feel tint we were exposed te an
accusation of unfaitifulness to high and holy interests
committed to our charge.

Tint tic immersion of believers is the only baptism

By snch language as th% above, flic American Close ance of this ordinance is intimatey connected witb Uic
Baptists have been led te entertain a perfect horror of puritj of bis churches and thc prospcritýy of bis
Free or Christ ian Communion. And it is ne donlit kng om; and tint it is proper to avoltis both ver-

ballyr and practically, without disguise or reserve, are.
mainly frein that cause that inany cf the Baptists cf convictions which we entertain outselves, and 'whidh
Canada have become possessed cf thc saine feeling. we believe to lie held as cordiaity by thc Baptist
Yea, nrrogating te ticinselves the exclusive titie of churdhles now as at any former period. It. is eur opin-
ceRegular Baptists," tbey cut off ail who differ ic.idctn persuasion of thc importance of just

views of baptism is more influential now among the
frein thein on Uic Communion question, frein ail dlaim members of> Bapist dhurcIes tian it was at tic time
on thc naine, and if Ministers, tiey are "marked men," cf Our entrance into thc ministry. We lave known
and if tiey be'great, cloquent,, pewerful, and devcted many individuals, who have, in our judgment, under-
te their Master's cause, they do more mischief in the valucd tic institution; but te spcak cf it as a matter
tcorld than good--and why ?-because they held tic cf sinall importance is less common now, wc beieve,

doctrine of Christian Communion! But for tic pre- hniwatiryersgo

sent I forbear, aîîd give place to those wiem I wished Iiiterested as we are officially in tic prosperity of
merey t intodue. A a utue tie f cosisentOiur denominational societies, obstructions to liberalityrnerly t inrodue. t a utue tie, f cosiseon tlîeir behaif, have natnrally engaced our attention.

'witb thc ch.aracter of tic Tribune, I may resume tic We have net found that their fansud have suffered froin
subject. ADELPIIOS. the progres8 of open communion sentiments; bat,


