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ducing the splendid poultry of I'rance; but it is difficult to
procure in Kngland, and very expensive. (1) Such little dehea-
civs a8 a spoonful of sugar in the rico, alump of fat, some
coarse treaclo, will hold their proper position in the poultry die-
tary when procurable. I never give any drink to futting fowls,
finding it disorders the stomach, and rather impedea digestion.
The meal should be mixed rather sluck, and all foed yiven
luke-warm. Wheat-meal, now so cheap, is an excellent food
il mixed with twice itz own bulk of maize-mme=!.

A bird which is fattening well will lic down a great deal,
and the comb will eolarge rapidly, Ridges of white fut will
appear under the skin below the wings, nd along cach side
of the breast bone. When the period of fattening is complete,
the fowl should be fasted for twelve hou.. befor~ being killed.

The skin of a fat bird is ¢.ry teader, and the utmost care
must be taken during the vperation of plucking. This should
be done while the fowl is warm, and it must then be trussed,
and wrapped in a fine linen oloth, soaked in puve cold water
ull it is ** set.”  Fowls chould be wrapped in clean paper, not
old newspaper, and packed in fresh orushed straw, with plenty
of padding between each bird, to prevent bruising. The prac-
tice of smashing in the breast-bone is very bad, and renders
carving a diflicult operation. The breast-bone may be de-
pressed by a weight placed oo it upon a folded cloth, The
head <hould be folded -lose to the side, and the legs, after
being well-washed, left irtact.

Feathers should be sorted as far as possible, the white ones

veing kept separate,  Afier being washed with plenty of soap
and water, picked and cut they should be dried in a cool ovea.
The washing iz, of course, perfirned by coelasing the featbers
m a large loosely woven canvas b.g, which is plunged bodily
into a tub of sopp suds.
I haye? <3 this plan very superior to the lime-water pro-
/" Laz'method of simply drying them in bazs  The
was. Jrenders them perfeetly sweet and adds eonsiderably
to therr elastioity.- Live Stock Jurnal Alanac, 1985,

A * Smoke-House,” or Smoke-Box.

An casily extemporized ** smoke-houce™ is shown in the
engraving  An old box-stove is placed jn the back yard, with
a dry good's box mounted on a frame close at its rear. The
stove and box are connceted by an clbow of stove-pipe. Place
hooks in the top of the box upon which to haog the hams,

AN EXTEMPCRIZED sSMOKE-HOUSE.

&e. One cnd of the box serves as a door, The firc in the
stove is easily governed by a draft-slide in front. An opening
in the rear of the box over the door, allows the smoke to pass
out when necessary ; otherwise it is closed by u slide. When
a smoke-bouse of this kind is once used, we are sure no cne

(1) This grain in Eoglard 1a only growo for gewe. In Norfolk I
bave secn large tields of turnips with every (welfth dnil sown with
buckwheat, A RJF

will thereaficr williagly resort to old barrels or hogsheads,
which frequently uro set on fire, iojuring the moat that is
being smoked within.

CORRESPONDENCE.

Io your Tanuary number you kiudly gave us ono of Sir
J. B. Lawes tables, which tells us that oxen, sheop and pigs
void about 95 ©7, of thefood they consume. That Itaketo be
the maximum and only ‘o bo obtained whoa the greatost oare
is excreised so that uot the smallest portion of cither the
solid and liquid is allowed to go to waste.

The manure from a preguant animal or a miloh cow will
not yield such a high percentage as a portion of the food will
be taken up by the {wtus or turned into mitk as the case
ray be. Waring, in his book of the farm, tells us that: ¢ Ex.
* cept when ncat, sand, &e., are used, stable manure contains
** nothing but what has alrcady formed a part of plants and
* it contains cvery ingredient that plants require for their
* growth. This however states but one half of the question.
* The other half arla very important onc it is—is as fol-
* lows—a given quantity of farmyard manure decs not con-
“ tain all that is nceded to produce the same quantity of ve.
“ getable matter that constituted the food and litter of the
* animals by which it was produced.

T take it for granted that Waring is supposing that the
mangrc has beea properly taken care of amd every portiou
saved,

Now look at the way most—1 won't say all—of our farmers
trcat their manure. They simply throw the solid exerement
and what little of the liquid that may be retaiacd in the htter
w 2 heap in their yards to be leached by the suv and rain
till such time as they are ready to use it on their land. They
then spend both time and labor in spreadiog this, what they
call 4o f mipure, yvir their fidds and are surprised they do
oot get heavy crops. The truth is they have allowed the most
valuable part to be taken away by the sun and rain and do
not koow it.

As it is a well proved fact that a ton of hay or other farm
crop turned into manure will rot produce 2 like quantity of
veeetable matter, is it not time that our farmers considered
this subject well before their farms cease to produce paying
crops and look for some method by which they can prevent far-
ther deterioration? Neither rotation nor ¢ meliorating”™ crops
will do it. To those who sell hay, grain, &e., I would suggest
that they take better care of what manure they make apd
supplement it with some good commercial fertilizer. To those
who scll cattle or horses, or fatten beef for amusement —as I
yuestion if there is any profit in it io this province—to buy
cotton-sced mcal or linsced mecal, good bran and such
other feed as they may require, and then take care of their
manvre. Not long azo I was talking with a breeder of
theroughbied cattic who told me that he had found he could
aot raise roots successfully without the use of concentrated
mapures, ¢.:u if they cost him $50 a ton. 1 think most of
our farmers will find the usc of commercial fertilizers prefer-
~ble 1o increasing their present stock of cattle and buying
teed for the purposc of making more manure, is it will re-
quire no extra capital and although it may scem expensive
a small quantity goes a long way. It is more casily applied
to the land than farmyard manure and being in a soluble
condition is available as plant food just at the time a young
plant wauts nourishment., Don’t for a moment suppose I am
not 8 strong advocate for farm-yard manurc when it is pro-
perly handled. But for reot crops and eorn that ov iag to our
short scason require to be forced ahead I think a good con-
cenfrated manure is best or at any rate a little can be used
profitably in conjunction with manure so as to insure a guick
start. Before closing I wonld like to advise your readers that



