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Jesut, Redemplor Omnium !

—

Jesus, Redeemer of mankind 1
Erc Nature yet had epruug talight,
Born in thy Sire’s cternal mind,
His match in glory,as in might !
His bx:’l?vm efiulgence : autbor sure
Of all our hope, and only end :
Now to the pray’rs thy suppliants pour,
‘Thy willing ear propitious bead!
The rolliog Sun renews the day,
When lgon, Life’s Author, for our sake
Froiw Virgio's womb did’st not refuso
On thee amortal’s form to take.
Forth from thy Father’s bosom led
By wond’ruus love to humankind,
Thoa to his justice, in our stead,
Dud’st tn thysclf a victm find.
J.ct heav’n and carth their chorus joio,
" And cristares all his praise resound;
Who in lus wisdom’s depth divine
A way to save lost man has found!
And now to thee, whose blood was shed,
‘I'o wash our sinful stains away,
This tribute of our praisc wo glad
Present on this, thy natal day.
‘T'o Jesus, from a Virgin S])}'llnﬁy
Father aod Spirit, mystic three;
Be glory giv'n, and praiscs sung,
Now, and for all eteruity?

WX THE MANY TITLES, BY WHICH WE BELONG
TO GOD.

Render to Casar tho things that are Cxsar’s 5 and to God
the things that are God's.

—-—

‘Tare Pharisces, these mortal enemics of our Lord,
who sought every opportunity of undoing him in the
osteem of the people; and of bringing about his
cath ; after consulting tagether, imagine that now
at last they have found out a way of compassing
hisruin. They resolve to propose to himn a question,
so artfully devised, that whether he answered itin
the negative or in theaffirmative, must prove equal-
Iy fataltohim. “That you may fully comprehend
the cunning and malice of those hypocrites, you
snust recollect that  the Jews at our Saviour’s time
wete nolongera free people, governed by their
ownlaws ; but that having been subdued by the
Romans, they, like most of the other nations, were
become tributary to Caosar.  Thistribute theresnre
which they were obliged to pay o a heathen prince.
was in their eyesa most odious exaction, contrary
to the spirit of their laws, by which they were cons-
tituted a free and independent people, subject only
totleir own native sovercign. NoJew therefore
<urst affirm it lawful to pay tributeto Ciesar, with-
out boing looked upon as an enemy to his country ;
while the Romans on the other hand would have
deemed it treason in any one to refuse tribute to
Cesar, in a land, which they considered asa pro

v'fncc of theirempire. Hence the Pharisces ima-
gined itimpossible for our Saviour to answer their

question, without rendering himself obnoxious
cither to the Jev:s or to the Romans. Forhad he
granted it lawful to pay tribute to Cwesar, the Jews
would have abhored him asa traitor ‘o his country
a blasphemer of their Jaw, a friend to strangers
and idolaters ; and, as such, they nu doubt would
have sioned him. Buthad ke, oa the conlrary, de-
i nied tribute to be due to Caesur, the Romans would
have condemned him to death, asa factious person
and a stirrer up of sedition. Even bad he declined
answering the question at alf, the phariseep then
would have held him out as one they had puzzled,
or as a mean temporizer. But there is no wisdom,
there is noprudence, there is no counsel against the
Lord, Prov. xxi. 30. Shew me, says he, the tri-
bute moncy. .And thoy brought to him a penny.—
Then Jesus seys to them : whose image and super-
scription in this? They say lo him Cesar’s.—
Then he said tothem : render therefore to Casar
the things thut are Casax’s : and to God the things
that are God's. By this pdmirable sentence heat
once defeated the malice of hislenemies, and solved
their questionin a manner equally satisfactory to
the Jewsand Romans. Wlo, but wisdom itself
could have so readily answered a question so ¢ p-
tious and cunningly devised?

But by this reply onr Saviour not only confound-
ed bis cnemies, and shewed them how much the
wisdem of God surpasses the wisdom of inen; but
he also givesus a most important lesson, by re-
minding usthat atthe same time that we mustdo jus-
tice to man, and render to the world what belongs
te ity wemust also do justice 10 God; and render
to him what he claims as his own. Render to
Cesar the things that are Casur’s. Give to the
!world and yourfellow-creaturcs that care and atten-
“tion, which they necessarily require: butgive them
not what belongs to God. Give not yoursclves
wholly up to them, for you are the property of Gol.
You are stamped with his image, not with the
image of Cesar.  To God therefore you exclusive-

thercfore make yourselves over to the world, as if
you chiefly belonged to it.  Let not your main en-
deavour be toplease the world, to serve the world. |
It ay indeed cliim, and it nccessarily vequires a!
secondary attention, acconding to the station you

hold in it: but your principal attention and endea-

vour must alwaysbe to love and serve your God.

Render lo God the things that arc God's.

What then are the things that are Ciesar’s; and

ly belong, and not to Caesar or the world. Do not:

sar. Make them over to the worldling, as his pro
perty. Part with them atleost in affection; fe:
these transitory and perishable goods are not the
portion of the Christian; who mustbe poor in' spirv
here, if he would enjoy the good things in the lifc ti.
come. Blessed are the poor in Spirit for theirs |-
the kingdom af heaven. NMatt. viii. The thing-
that are Cisar’s, are also, as I said, tle care ano
attention which we must give to our worldly affairs,
the labours and fatigues we must undergo, in ordc:
1o secure to ourselves and f{amilics a decent and!
comfortable subsistence. They are besides the
abligations we owe to our s periors; the duties ot
respect and attention we owe {0 our fellow-crea
turcs. Thesc may be called the things thatare
Cxsar’s. This much the world can demand of us
asits own; but nothing more, for in evary othe
sense we belong wholly to God. He claims us as
his inalienable property, and will not suffer it witl.
impunity to be made over to any but himself. Ren
der to God the things that are God’s,

Let us then at present consider the many titles
by which we belong to God, thatwe may be pro-
perly convinced of the greatness of our obligationw
to give ourselves wholly to bim; and the heinous-
ness of their guilt, whp, regardless ofbis inaliena-
ble rights, make over {o Cxsar, or the world, whai
belongs to him alone.

We belong to God by the title of our creation.
we belong to him by that of our redemption. We
belorg to him in consequence of the supreme do
minion he necessarily has over all his creatures!
aud of the necessary dependence they have all oy
himm. In fine, webelong tohimn by the title of gra-
titude due to him forall the goed he has ever bes -
‘towcd, is daily bestowing, and intends to bestow
‘upon us for time and clernity.

lo. We belong o God by our creation. dIe
has made us what we are; and consequently weare
wholly his. ‘The vessel isthe potter’s, who formed
it, though he created not the matter of which be
formed it. We must then in a muchstricter sense-
belong to Ged, since he has not only made our bo-
dies, but created the substance, outof whichhe made
them; and breathed into them the breath of life.
Qur bodies then and oursouls arc his: therefore our
whole being is bis. And as the motions of the
machine, which the artist makes, arc truly the ar-
tist’s work; so our thoughts, words, and actions,
when good, are “properly speaking his work, wko
madc us good, though by abusing our free-will,
we have become evil: and therefore. while all the

what are the things that are God’s? The things
that are Ceesar’s are the riches, honours, pleasurcs, .
and the good things of this life; which a Ciesar can

good thatis in us, isfrom God; all the evil that is
in us, is from oursclves: so that we have nothing

feither bestow or take away, Render such 1o Cre-; of our own, but what is evil; and all we can bovst



